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HAVE not only adopted the 


ſent the manners of the preſent Eb 
times, but have alſo taken the li- 

; berty to make this work a regular 7 
Continuation of the Diable Borteux of 
that admirable writer. 1 


t 1 


11 has been my intention to paint, | 

as he has done, though with a far 5 
inferior pencil, after living nature; 
and to give my pictures the advan- 


. tage, of a juſt reſemblance, rather 
than 


i machinery: of Le Sage, to repre- 5 


| 
k 
. 
q 
| 
'F 


„ a 1 AO EE: 


Ee 50 \ 3 „ n ; 3 
than the attractive colourings of 


imagination. The manner in which 


this work is executed, muſt be left 


to the candour of thoſe who may 
honour it with their attention: = I 


can only obſerve in its favour, that 
every character and circuraſtance | 


delineated or deſcribed i in it, is taken 


ö from the perſons and events of the 
Nh babe 1 | | 


91 have ſometimes, indeed, repre- 


ſented a complete virtue, vice, or 
15 foible, as exiſting in one mind, which 
bas been ſelected from its operations N 


on various congenial characters. 


The hiſtory of the Univerſal Spy, 9 


5 in the firſt volume, i is an example: 5 


PREFACE. vil 


It is not, indeed, to be ſuppoſed for 
a moment, that the numerous. ec- 
centricities there attributed to him, 
were ever to be found in one man; 
but I will venture to aſſert, that 
there is not a ſingle : act related of his 
life, which has not been, in ſome 

way. or other, performed by perſons 
of his peculiar caſt of e | 

| \ 

I ſhall only add, that, if ite 115 . 
lic ſhould condeſcend to be pleaſed 
with theſe volumes, there are three 
er four more at their ſervice. 
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CHAP. I. 


The 1 which Don Cr Ror AS LEANDR ko 
PEREZ ZAMBULLO, employed to releaſe the 
 Devit. upon Two STicks from the Power 
of the MAG1CIAN, and the Cauſe of their 
Journey to Exo LAND. ID 

FX 7 HEN the ceremonies and public 3 

7 E deftivaty attendant upon the mar- We 
riage of Don Cleofas with his Seraphina 
were concluded, and the enchanted Brides @ * 
groom began to recover a little. {rol 3 
the delirium of- happineſs,— the prob abs 

ſituation of his friend Aſmodeus, to whom Fe N 
he owed it all, preſſed home upon * 

| nc. « If,” ſad hes dt the Devil upon. 0 3 
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Iwo Sticks were at liberty, 1 ſhould moſt 
certainly have ſeen him: I am afraid, there- 
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2 


fore, that he languiſhes under the crue] 
power of the Magician, who may at this 
moment be loading him with added tor- 


- tures, for that temporary eſcape to which I 


am ſo infinitely indebted. It muſt not be,” 


. continued Cleofas; * I will go myſelf to the 
enchanter, and if my entreaties ſhould: not 


ſoften him, my gold, perhaps, may bribe 


him; but, if both theſe means ſhould fail, 


the power and influence I now poſſeſs, may 
give ſuch force to my menaces as to frighten 
him into compliance. I am now become 


related to more than one of thoſe who are 
in the direction of the Holy Office, and 
their power, if neceſſary, ſhall be called 

forth to aſſiſt me. It is againſt the intereſt 
of the Inquiſition that ſuch a devil ſhould 
in confinement.” Indeed, ſo intent 


N. he upon the execution of this buſineſs, 
that the charming and fond Seraphina was, 
"op a ſhort time, forgotten, in his anxious 8 


unpatience to complete 1 Ws! 
_ win 
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With no common ſolicitude did he wait 
for the approach of night, when he ſtole 
unobſerved from his hotel, and gained ad- 
mittance to the Magician; who, having 
heard the hiſtory of Don Cleofas, and the 
object of his errand, diſcovered no ſmall 
degree of alarm and confuſion. © I have 
for ſome time apprehended,” ſaid he, the 
burſting of a ſtorm upon me, but could 
not diſcover from whom, or from what 
quarter it was to come:—the moment then 
approaches that I am to encounter the full 
force of it, and to experience the fruits of my 
folly, in truſting to the fooliſh i imagination, 
that the Devil will not, at laſt, prove too 
. many for the moſt cunning among us, al- 
though we have him corked up in a bot- 
tle.“ Be not afraid, Signior Magician,“ 
ſaid Don Cleofas, © of me, or the power 
which I may poſſeſs to hurt you—l only 
aſk the deliverance of the Devil upon Twe._ 
Sticks; and that requeſt being granted, you ' 
may proceed in forming your ſpells, and . 
an your taliſmans unhurt, and unin- pf 
Az | Om WES 
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terrupted by me.” The ot” Tobi "70 
ing a deep ſigh, immediately quitted the 
chamber, and returned in a few minutes, 
accompanied hy Aſmodeus; who, having 
embraced his deliverer, they both took 
leave of the reluctant Aſtrologer, and found 
themſelves, after a few moments flight, in 
the cabinet of Don Cleofas. © Well,” 
. Cried he, in a tone of no common triumph, 
©. Aſmodeus: will at leaſt acknowledge, 

that I am not ungrateful. “ will ac⸗ 
knowledge it, my Lord, replied: the De- 
mon, from my very foul; nor ſhall - v 
have occaſion; throughout your life, to 
ſuppoſe that a devil cannot equal man- 
kind in gratitude. Jou have preſerved 
me from what, I believe, would have been 
a long, as I know it to have been a moſt- 
cruel impriſonment ; but that hiſtory ſhall. 
beireſerved-for another opportunity.—As 1 
15 ſhall ſee occaſion to do you ſervice; or afford 
ufement, you may depend upon be- 


4 ing: . wiſhed: by me; but, at preſent, I will 


0 not * from the 1 beauty, 
5 5 who 


N 2 
695 
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who is murmuring forth her tender re- 
proaches for your delay. Though it is my 
intereſt, as it is my duty, to increaſe the 
dominion of Hell, Iowe you too much, 
to keep you a moment from Heaven.” The 
Devil upon Two Sticks immediately. va- 


niſhed, and Don Cleofas haſtened to poſ- 
ſeſs that Heaven in the arms of the ena- 5 


moured Seraphina· 


Such a ſtate of a as Was exper 


rienced by Don Cleofas Leandro Perez 
Zambullo, for the courſe of nine years, 
has been the lot of very few. The poſ- 
ſeſſion of beauty, wealth, honours, pub- 


lic reſpect and private eſteem—nor ſhall 


I omit the accaſional viſits of the Devil 
upon Two Sticks was more than ſufficient 
to render him the happieſt of mankind. 
But humanity had its claims upon him, 


and they muſt be ſatisfied. This brilliant 


ſcene, at length, drew near its period; and 
* ſudden Ulneſs of his father-in-law, $ 


6 

. x 35 
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Don Pedro de Eſcolano, threw the g 
| cloud over it. 


Abe eas a phyſicians of Madrid 
being gone ten leagues from thence, to at- 
= - tend a rich Abbot, who was ſeized with a 
| violent fit of the cholic, and Don Pedro's 
Attack appearing to demand immediate af- 
ſiſtance, a young doctor of the neighbour- 
| hood was ſent for, who comforted the afflict- 

ed family with an aſſurance, that the noble | 

| Patient was in no immediate danger; and 

tdtthat he had every reaſonable hope. of re- 

ſtoring him, in the courſe of a * Gays, 
to health and to them. 


| 

| 

1 
1 
1 
| 

| 
Wo 


— ( — — 


7 Indeed, Don Pedro was ſo much reco- 

8 e the morning after his attack, as to 

fit up in his bed and converſe with thoſe 
L around him. At this period, the two 
phyſicians ts mentioned, arrived from 
the country, who, on examining the pa- 
tient, treated the favourable prognoſtica- 
tions of the young doctor with heſitation, 
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and preſcribed their remedies. In the eve · 
ing the poor old Lord grew worſe: the 
phyſicians attended, and again preſcribed. 


In the morning the diſorder increaſed, and | 
two other learned brethren of the faculty 
were called in, to conſult on the danger- 


ous criſis: they unfortunately preſcribed 


alſo; and in three days, Don . de 


Elcolano was no more. 


| Seraphina ao the loſs of a tender 
and affectionate. parent with an extreme 


affliction, that neither the warm repre- 
ſentations of her friends, nor the moſt 


* 


anxious attentions of the huſband ſne 


adored, could diminiſh. The violence of 


her grief, with the fatigue ſhe had under- 


gone in an unremitted attendance upon her 


father, brought on a violent fever, and a 
very advanced ſtate of pregnancy tended 


to increaſe the dangerous ſymptoms of her 
diſorder. The ſame phyſicians who had 


been ſo unſucceſsful with the father, were 


not more fortunate i in preſeribin 8 remedies 


BET! A4 e POR b for 
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for the daughter; and at the end f five 
days, during tlie three laſt of which ſhe | 
was delirious, the charming Seraphina for 
ever left her much loved Don Cleofas, in 
a ſtate of diſtraction little inferior to that 
from: . ſhe IA: been walk deli 2 1 
| FR was be aflicted for the loſs he 
| had ſuſtained, that it was ſome time before 
he paid any attention whatever to the ob- 
jects around him, or even noticed, with 
any particular regard, the four lovely pledj- 
ges that Seraphina had left him. At 
length however he began to recover den 
the violence of his grief, and to attend, in 
ſome degree, to the arrangement of his 
affairs, the prattle of his children, and; ond 


5 kindneſs of bis friends. : 


4 A the nurnber of thoſe who preſſed 
their conſolations upon him at this period, 
he received a viſit from the Devil upon two. 


Sticks. Ah, my friend,” exchimed 


Don Cleofas, on ſeeing him, © to what 
diſtant corner of the world have your infer- 
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nal. errands carried: you, that you have 
been abſent. from me at a ſeaſon when 1 
was in ſuch extreme want of your aſſiſt- 
_ ance — When I ſaw you laſt, I was the 
happieſt of mortals—1 am now, alas! the 

moſt miſerable of human beings: — the 
adorable Seraphina is taken from me and | 
I am deſolate.” — Here he burſt into a 
flood of tears, and the compaſſionate De- 
mon, when they had, in ſome degree, ſub- 
ſided, eee an! in the OE man- 


ner: l 54 hi Ys . Ig 


It is neceſſary. for me, I find,” ſaid the 

Demon, * to aſſure you, once again, that 
my power has its limits. I could neither 
ſave your father, nor your wife, from their 
fate. I was not, believe me, inattentive 
to their danger or your ſorrow. It was 
your faithful friend who ſent the young 
phyſician to the aſſiſtance of Don Pedro de 


Eſcolano; and if no other had viſited them, 
neither he nor Seraphina would have been 
ſo ſoon 1 in their grows. He is a young man 
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not ſufficiently practiſed in the tricks, nor ſo 
_ perverted by the prejudices ofhis trade, as to 
be proudof diſplaying his ignorance; nor is 
he become fa hard-hearted as to be careleſs 
of its conſequences: fearing, therefore, ro 
rely on his ſkill, he left the buſineſs to na- 
ture, which was all that nature wanted. 
The other phyſicians, truſting wholly to 
their ſage preſcriptions, and leaving no- 
thing to filly nature, ſoon put an end to 
their patient. Seraphina's diſorder, con- 
tinued he, was incurable from the begin- 
ning. All the ſkill of medicine, though 
HFlippocrates himſelf had riſen from tie 
dead to exert it, would have been in vain. 
That Power, my friend, which gives I. fe 
and death, has brought matters to their 
preſent bearing. You will do well, there- 
fore, to ſubmit with patience, and be 
thankful rather for the good you have re- 
- ceived, than be angry at the misfortune that 
has overtaken you. For who, my noble 
Sir, - has k nown ſo much happineſs as has 
been crouded into the nine laſt years of 
Fer life? It is one - bright ſpot, on 
" which 
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which: I can ſcarcely ſee a ſpeck of infeli- 
city. It is not for me to mention religion; 
but, ſurely, you do not conſult your reaſon 
when you deplore, with ſo much violence, 
that you are not deſtined to baſk in eternal 
ſunſhine. Let me conjure you to receive 
conſolation ; cheriſh the memory of that 
excellence you have loſt; live a widower 
to it through the reſt of your days; be 
yourſelf a pattern to her ſons; and live to 
tell her daughters what their mother was, 
and what they ought to be. The Serapbi- 
nas which you poſſeſs, muſt conſole you 
for the one of which you are. bereaved. 
You muſt be ſenſible, Don Cleofas, (con- 
tinued the Devil upon Two Sticks,) how 
fincere and ardent my gratitude is for the 
ſervices you have rendered me, when I 
counſel you to act in a manner ſo contrary 
to the tenor of my infernal commiſſion. 
Were I to do my duty, and did I act to- 


wards you as I have ever acted towards the 


reſt of mankind, I ſhould leave you to 
whine, weep, and be inconſolable during 
the firſt month; lure you to an extravagant 


Woo 2 


gs 
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5 aud faithleſa miſtreſs in the ſecond; and, 


at the end of twelve months, marry you to 
A coquette; who, by her arts and her ex- 


ceſſes, would in a few years, bring you to 

the concluſion of your for tune, your honor, 
and, perhaps your life. But I ſhall now 

leave you, ſaid: Aſmodeus, to your re- 
flections; and when I perceive that you 


are recovered froin your preſent ſtate of ir- 


reſolution and deſpondency, I ſhall have 
2 propoſal to make to you, which, if it 


eets with your acceptance, may help to 


renew, in ſome degree, your former ſatis- 


action, diſſipate your preſent chagrin, and 


reſtore you to yourſelf.” At theſe words the 


Demon: diſappeared, leaving Don Cleofas 
to revolve in his mind the counſels which 
l Soon 8 ieee to him. 
He di ige N again SY * 
ad found himſelf, every ſucceſſive day, 
"More! and more diſpoſed to adopt them: 
till, at length, he actually became impa- 


| tient to give Aſmodeus a proof that his ad- 
monitions had been ſucceſsful, by dec lar- 


was ing 


\ 
N 
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ing a readineſs to comply; with his Hane 
_— whatever _ om be... 5 

In ahi «lor of mind; as: es was Gtuing 
banal ſome trees on the Prado, the De- | 
vil upon Two Sticks appeared before him. 
« Ah, my dear friend,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
embracing him with the greateſt eager · 
neſs, how I rejoice to ſee you! I have, 
many a weary day, been longing for the 
pleaſure I now poſſeſs.” Nor does it give 
me leſs ſatisfaction,” anſwered Aſmodeus, 
«to fee you reſtored to ſome ſenſe of en · 
joyment, and to find that a capacity for 
pleaſure is renewed in you. Be aſſured, 
my noble Lord, that man was not born to 
die of grief, eſpecially for the loſs of a 
wife; though if ſuch an end could be N 
cuſable 1 en, 88 it would be ſo in en 4 


0 Ah, 8 me, I beſcech . you,” 505 
Don Cleofas, ©, and let us retire to my 
cabinet, where we may converſe without. 
apprehenſion of being overheard, or inter- 
rupted,” Fear not either the one or the 

1 other 
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* nn the cripple, I will under- 
take to protect you from both, in the place 
where we are; and ſhall proceed to diſcloſe | 
the plan of which I gave ſome diſtant hints 
at our n N e e i 


Nos be but ene continued he, 


that, the day after I had been ſummoned 


by the Magician to return to his barbarous 


TFonfinement, you came to this place, and, 
2 ſittingbeneath theſe trees, apoſtrophiſed your 
then impriſoned friend. I cannot,” you ex- 


claimed, too much regret the abſence of 


my dear Aſmodeus, he would in a ſhort time 
have carried me all over the world, and I 


ſhould have made the tour without any of the 
inconveniencies to which travelling is liable. 


: Now, to make that very tour, which you 
then ſo much regretted, is the propoſal that 


I have to offer to you.” ©« Then,” replied 
Don Cleofas, 41 accept it with pleaſure, 


and am ready to accompany you wherever 


you ſhall pleaſe to conduct me. The 
Journey will not be an unpleaſant one,” 


 anficered the Demon; ec and the moment 
8 B © 


WW Sn F 
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have dif] patched a little buſineſs I woo in 
hand with a few virgins, who are tired of 
the name —a ſcore or two of wives, wo 
are tired of their huſbands—and not a few 
widows, who are tired of ſleeping alone, 
I ſhall be ready to attend you. In the 


mean time, you will arrange your affairs, 


and announce to your friends and family, : 
that, to eaſe your deſponding mind, you 
are determined to make a voyage to Eng- 
land, as that is the country to which we 
ſhall firſt direct our flight, for reaſons that 


1 may hereafter explain. Farewell, then,” 


faid Aſmodeus; and this day fortnight 


TI defire you vill hold e in We Tos 
for our departure,” A: | 


8 Din Cleofas did not delay to rake the 


neceſſary arrangements, and on the day 
appointed, the Devil upon Two Sticks pre- 
ſented himfelf to his friend; when, wraps 


ping him up in his mantle, he bid him have 
courage, and bore him away with a degree 
of ſwiftneſs that no FROG OO Hr Ou can 
Iluſtrate. | 


char. 
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"The Arrival of Don CLEeoras LEANDRO 
PEREZ ZXMBULL0, and the DEv1L pon 
Two STICKS, in ENGLAND. 


| | Ganree fee . Don 
g Cleofas inſenſible to the nature or 
rapidity of the voyage, till ſuddenly awak- 
ing, he found himſelf at the Demon's ſide, 
on the top of a lofty column, from whence 
he looked down on a city, whoſe grandeur 
and extent, filled him with an aſtoniſhment 
8 that he knew not how to 9 expyoſs, 5 


at, 7 length, my friend,” aid Aſmo- 
4 te you are arrived, and, as I truſt, 
you will acknowledge, without interrup- 
tion, accident, or inconvenience, at the 
metropolis of the Britiſh Empire. The 
city of London now lies beneath your view, 
an object which has not its equal in the 
8 Mas 8 inhabit; ; and whether we 
Con-: 


' "8. 
a 


1 4 


F 
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ſider the number, the wealth, the induſtry, 
the genius, or the integrity of its inhabitants, 
all other cities of Europe muſt yield the 
palm of ſupetiority to that which you now 
behold. The Engliſh are a brave, active and 
generous people + chicks virtue indeed, weaks * 
ened by wealth and luxury, has for ſome 
time been in the en but ſtill the maſs of 
it is great and ſolid:“ . And to leſſen its 
greatneſs and Glidity, interrupted Don 
Cleofas, with a ſircaſtic ſmile, -* is, I pre- 
ſume, the principal object of your Wor- 
ſhip's preſent-errand.” You are not wholly 
miſtatzen in your eonjecture replied the De- 
mon; to aſſiſt in that important buſineſs 
will be my ſole concern, when I am not 
employed in your ſervice. To tell you the 
truth, I am a very principal agent in a 
plot, which a body of my fraternity have 


formed for the decline of Britiſh Virtue. 


You well know that my particular depart- 


ment lies among the weaker ſex, and the 


amorous fools of the ſtronger one; and it is 
there that the utmoſt efforts of my genius 
{He „„ 


72 that wherever the morals of women are 
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will be 00 By employing partial 
means we gain but partial advantage; but 
female influence being, in one way, or at 
one time or other, univerſal, if that can 
be enliſted on our ſide, the buſineſs is done 
without further trouble: we have then 
opened the ſluices, and may ſit at our eaſe 

on the banks, and behold the ravages of the 

flood. For you may conſider it, my friend, ll | 
as a maxim, abſolutely incontrovertible, Ml 


looſe and unreſtrained, the reign of pure 
virtue and real honour is at an end. The 
females of this country have long and de- 
ſervedly poſſeſſed a reputation for chaſtity, 
| ſuperior to that of any other nation of the 
world; but a fpirit of gallantry and in- 
trigue has, for ſome time been making no 
inconſiderable inroads in the power of that 
virtue; and, by my aſſiſtance, I truſt, it 
will enereaſe and multiply: nor ſhall it be 
my fault, if it does not attain to as great an 
height here, as it has long done in ſome 
other nations of the Continent.. You 
> | N 
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Silk I hope,” ſaid Don Cleofas, ina tone 

of irony, © except that which gave me 

at birth.“ © By no means,” anfwered Aſ- 

in modeus; for, excepting here and there 

1c a Seraphina, the little virtue that is to be 

n found among the Spaniſh women, if a for- 

ſe Bl ced unwilling chaſtity deſerves that name, 

c is chiefly, if not altogether indebted to the 

, vakeful jealouſy of their huſbands,—the 

„ grates of iron, which ſurround them, and 

e the vigilant care of a duenna ;—while the 

© Britiſh female, in the full enjoyment of li- 
e berty, preſerves her virtue by that ſenſe of 
duty and love of honour which reaſon and 
» Wl r<ligion inſpire. Inſtead of looking for hap- 
ebpineſs in exceſs, and fatiating, by variety, a 

- vicious paſſion, ſhe reſts her hopes on the 
foundation of domeſtic duty: in the f Me 
offices of a wife, and the tender occupations 

of a parent, ſhe finds the comforts and the 
delights of life. — This is the portrait of an 

Engliſhwoman's virtue,—nor does ſhe ever 

leave it without many a cruel ſtruggle, 


or look back to its happy _ even if 
" | 125 her 
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her own ſhould have bee the moſt in 
abandoned, without the Pang of remorſe, “ 
and the wiſhes of repen tance.” 


535 oe 1485 is well then,” | aid Don x Cleofis, 
L that the ſpirit of gallantry is dead in me, 
or this would be a miſerable country for a 
lively Spaniard to come to for recreation.“ 
It might be for that, anſwered Aſmo- 
deus, © among other reaſons, that I con- 
ducted you. hither. If the end of your 
wiſhes were nothing more than to; ſatisfy a 
libidinous paſſion, you ſhould have re- 
mained among your Caſtilian dames. To 
obſerve the manners and trace the genits 
of a great people; Who are not more re- 
nowned for their wiſdom,” than remarkable 
i the variety of their character, muſt 
now be the principal object of your atten- 
tion. If you ſhould chuſe a little amuſe- 
ment en paſſant, that, my friend will be 
your own buſineſs; and, when your fancy ry 
is ſo diſpoſed, you will not be without It 
plenty of opportunities to Purſue it—If, © 
| ; in 


A 
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in the feaſt of life, you muſt have your entre: 
mets, I ſhall leave you to find them your- 
ſelf; for though I may be a ſeducer to others, 
I owe you too much to be any thing but a 
Mentor to you. But let us,“ continued he, 
« leave this moralizing converſation, and 
permit me to direct your attention to the 
buſy ſcene below you. 4 1 


« This is that quarter of the town,” ſaid 
e Devil, © where the merchants and prin- | 
cipal traders reſide and purſue their differ- 
nt avocations.” And, by the hurry and 
buſtle in the ſtreet,” ſaid Don Cleofas, the 
noiſe of carriages, and the crowds of peo- 
ple paſſing haſtily to and fro, with eager” 
anxiety in their countenances, Iſhould ima- 


— 


the world were centered in this ſpot.” 


* Your conjectures, Signior Zambullo, 
replied Aſmodeus, are not very wide of 
the mark; for the four quarters of the world 
are mn in the buſy ſcene which vou 

behold, 


gine that all the commerce and buſineſs of 


— 


22 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 


behold. The ftately river that, flows be- 
neath us, and is ſcarcely viſible, ſo thick is 
the foreſt of maſts which cover it, bears in- 
to the very boſom of this city the produce 
of every clime, and carries, on its return- 
ing tide, the produce and manufactures of 
this country to the ocean, whoſe waves roll, 
or whoſe winds waft them to every corner 


of the earth. 1 


"nf « Caſt your eyes, e " « Clans 
this quays on the ſide of the river, and con- 
template a ſcene of commercial induſtry 
which you have never. yet beheld, which 
- your mind can ſcarce conceive, even while 
you behold it; and whoſe buſy honours, 
the haughty pride of your nobility muſt con- 
deſcend to admire. The glory of this na- 
tion is ſupported and increaſed by its com- 
merce; and, while the ſons of nobles en- 
gage in its concerns, the deſcendants of the 
merchant attain the honours of nobility. 
No lazy Hidalgos rot here in pride, idleneſs 
| ane. * obtained by honour- 

© ; Ne 
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able means, confers honour; and the titles 
which have been reduced by the misfortunes 
or follies of thoſe who have poſſeſſed them, 
are glad-to ſecure a reſtoration to their an- 
cient ſplendour, by forming an alliance 
with the opulent trader.” 


In our future excurſions,” continued 
the Devil, & you ſhall be made acquainted 
with many of the principal individuals in 
this trading world, and be initiated into 
ſome of the arts and crafts of it. At pre- 
ſent, I muſt think of eonducting you to the 
other qu arter of the town, where the nobi- 
ity and perſons of independent fortune take 
their reſidence; where the ſovereign holds · 
his court, and pleaſure and faſhion hold 
heir ſway. There it is that I hall firſt 
ies W curious b 
og Bar, before we quit our preſent fitu- 
ation,” ſaid Don Cleofas, let me aſk 
you what enormous column is this where- 
MR we are perched? And what means the 
| | maſſive 
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maſſive repreſentation F2 a. * chat ſur- i + 
rounds us a | 
ce This pillar,” 0 ihe: Crippt, 
oF is a monument of the great man's genius 
who deſigned and executed it, and of the 
ſtrange bigotry of the times in which it was 
erected. In the laſt century, a fire broke 
dut on the ſpot where this column ſtands, 
vVhoſe conflagration laſted ſeveral aua, and 
conſumed a great part of this city. To 
commemorate the event, or rather to TOR 
it on the Papiſts, who were as innocent of 
the miſchief as yourſelf; in ſhort, to per- 
petuate a lie at the expence of a religion 
which the policy or bigotry of the times 
wiſhed to render odious, this ſuperb: piece 
of architecture was erected at the public 
expence. For I muſt inform you, that 
this wiſe people have had their, fits of fa- 
natic zeal and miſtaken enthuſiaſm, which, 
though they have not proceeded: fo far as 
an dt Foun en * r have 
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called forth the cenſures of their enlighten- 
ed hiſtorians. 

« But it is now time,” continued he, © to 
quit our preſent ſituation, and conduct you 
to your lodgings; where J have taken care 


that every thing neceſſary ſhall be prepared 


for your reception. My prefent form,” 
added the Demon, © will be immediately 
ſucceeded by that of an active gentleman of 
your chamber; and you will, perhaps, think 
the transformation for my advantage.” 


| In a moment they deſcended into the 
ſtreet, and Aſmodeus was as quickly chang - 
ed into the appearance he had promiſed. — 
An hackney-coach was immediately called, 
which conveyed them to an hotel at the 
Weſt⸗ end of the town; and Don Cleofas, 
having refreſhed himſelf with a good ſup- 
per, was put to bed by his new domeſtic; 
' who, promiſing to call him at a proper 


hour the next morning, took . leave, and 1 | 


left him to his repoſ. 
Vor. I. B CHAP, 5 
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CHAP. . 


Whither the Devi. upon Two ST: ICKS car 
ried Dow CLEOFAS, and what be red 


Him. 
T T was 1 nine * ten the at 
morning, when  Aſmodeus drew back 


the curtains of the bed where Don Cleofas 
was {till enjoying a ſound and pleaſing. 
| fleep. It is not, ſaid he, © the cuſtom 


of this country, my noble Sir, to ſleep till 
noon.— The town is all alive, the ſtreets 


are crowded with people, and you are em- 


bracing your pillow.—It1 is not in England 


dãztzs in Spain— the day is here as fertile in 
1 ſcenes for our obſervation as the night; 
and 1 wiſh to employ it in conducting you 
- . through the principal parts of this magni- 


ficent city.—Our nights, indeed, may be 


more ſtationary but your chocolate is 


ready, and while you are Taking, 55 1 will 


Fear * toilette. 


« « Thou 


0 
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7 Thou beſt of Devils!“ exclaimed Don 
Cleofas, leaping haſtily from his bed, and 
embracing him, © how ſhall I repay the 
obligations I owe you?” © At preſent,” 
replied A ſmodeus, I am your debtor,— 
and you may be aſſured, I will not finally 
quit you, till the balance is amply. diſcharg - 
ed.—But we have no time to paſs in fruit · 
leſs converſation ; I muſt therefore beg of 
you to apply to your breakfaſt, and when 
I have decorated your pretty face with the 
friz of the day, we will ſally forth. The 
maſter having diſpatched his meal, and the 
valet; with half a dozen ſtrokes of the 
comb, having finiſhed the toilette, theß 
made their firſt viſit to St. James's Fak. 


5 18 are 1 aid the "Is 6:3 in 
the principal public walk of this city. —and 

on a Sunday evening it is ſo. crowded 
company of all ſorts, that it becomes an un 5 
dertaking of no common difficulty to preſs. 

through the raultitude.—The Nobleman 

and the a Ho General RET: and 
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the Drommer,—the Lady of Quality and 
the Oyſter Wench,—the Prude and the 
| Harlor, all find themſelves in one promiſ- 
cuous crowd, impelled by the deſire to 
ſee and be ſeen. That old, irregular, 
brick building, is the King's Palace but 
by no means equal to the dignity of a Bri- 
tiſh Monarch; and that handfome edifice, 

Which preſents itſelf at the end of the walk, 
is called the Queen's Houſe, where their 
M.l,ajeſties, in the intervals of public buſi- 
neſs and the forms of ſtate, practiſe all the 
virtues, and enjoy all the comforts of do- 
meſtic life: but I ſhall, in due time, give 
you a peep into both of them.” What,“ 
exclaimed Don Cleofas, i uddenly, © are 
the ſerenades of this country given at noon 
day ? for if my eyes and ears do not de- 
*ceive me, a very ſplendid band of muſi- 
clans are coming haſtily towards us. « It 
is not a ſerenade after your faſhion,” re- 
plied the Demon, though one or other 
of theſe bands play for half an hour every 

I in the great court of the palac 

f = 
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to awaken the maids of honour, and amuſe | 
the ſervants of his Majeſty's houſhold.— 
The air which they are now performing, i is 

a French country dance z and though the 

muſic has not a very military meaſure, it 
proceeds from the band belonging to the 
King's Guard, which is returning from duty, 
and will immediately paſs before us. The 
officer who marches. at the head of the 
company, 1s a young. nobleman. of high 
rank, who, though he does not poſſeſs the 


knowledge neceſſary to a corporal, may, 


from the influence of his Connexions, com- 
mand the very regiment in which he now 
commands a company: and, which is ra- 
ther propos, his mind is, at this moment, 


; beating time to ſuch an expectation, But 


permit me, continued the Demon, to 
direct your attention to an object more 


attractive. i 


of Do you not 8 a lady fi ting. upon a 


bench, with a beautiful young girl by her 
e, dreſſed i m white? 5 mw 1 do indeed, . 


3 „ anſwered. 


8 
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anſwered Don Cleofas ; © and have ſeldom 
ſeen fuch a combination of beauty and in- 


nocence.“ © She is the good lady's daugh- 


ter,” interrupted Aſmodeus: © the mother 


is poſſeſſed of a genteel competence in a 


diſtant part of the kingdom, where ſhe has 


hitherto reſided; but a young gentleman 
of great property in her neighbourhood, 
having been ſo deeply fſinitten with a lady 
he accidently ſaw in this park laſt ſpring, 
as to marry her almoſt immediately ,—ſhe 
actually came up to town on the commence- 
ment of the winter, with a firm expectation 
that her daughter would be favoured with 
the ſame good fortune. For this purpoſe, 
they have never failed to patrole theſe 
walks, every day, when the weather was 
not abſolutely outrageous, during the Jaſt 
fix months. One whole week indeed, they 
remained at home, in hourly expectation 
pf receiving propoſals from a young lord, 
who had been ſo polite as to recover the 
young lady's bonnet from the impetuoſity 
of the wind, and on returning it, had made 


ſome 
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ſome polite, unmeaning compliment to her 
beauty.—However, after dreaming for ſe- 
veral days and nights of titles and coronets, 
they were at length conſoled by the infor- 
mation, that the expected nobleman was 
already married. Some of the walking 


wits of the place, have given them the title 


of the Par k-keepers; and though th ey are 
frequently taken for what they are not, the 


good lady is never diſconcerted, but ap- 


plies the knowing look and familiar gaze to 
the ſupport of her ſyſtem. I ſhould,” ad- 
ded the Demon, © exert myſelf a little to- 


wards giving an unexpected conclufion to 


this idle errand ; but the lady's brother, 
having heard of her folly,” will arrive n 


town this evening, and put an end to it, by 
taking his ſiſter and his niece immediately 
into the country. The pert leer of a young 


ſmart clerk, belonging to the Treaſury, had 
not been unnoticed or unfelt by the damſel, 


and, with the leaſt trouble in the world, F- 


could have formed as pretty a little inno- 
cent intrigue as has, for ſome time, adorn- 


ed the annals of the leſſer gallantry.” “ 


1 
4 
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By my faith,” cried Don Cleofas 
the virtue of this country well merits 
your praiſe, for I find that its very in- 
trigues may be innocent. What your 
logic was when you were a ſtudent of 
Alcala, anſwered Aſmodeus, * and uſed 
to make ſuch frequent excurſions from 
the ſublime ſcience of that univerſity, 
0 the more practical philoſophy of Ma- 

_ &rid, I ſhall not pretend to determine: but 
it is an axiom in the ſchool where J 
was bred, that when one party thinks it 
right, and the other does not think it 
wrong, their proceedings in the buſineſs, 
whatever it may be, muſt be pronounced 
innocent. © You are a charming reaſon- 
r, faid Don Cleofas, © and I ſhould real- 

P be glad to hear you enlarge on the 
tbjct,—if I did not wiſh to be inform- 
ed what that tall figure can be which ap- 
8 us, clad in a long black robe, with 
- ſtreamers of of ſilk fluttering about him? 
* That is an honeſt, jolly ſon of the church, 


: - Gd Aldo, * and che curate of an ad- 


Joining 
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joining pariſh. —He has juſt received ten 
guineas, for having chriſtened the infant 

an eminent ſtone · cutter, who, f in honour of 
his profeſſion, directed his child to be bap-. 
tized by the name of a celebrated brother 
ſtone-cutter, of a former century, called 
Michael Angelo.—The jingle of the guineas 
in his pocket, with the whimſical circum- 

ſtance of the name that he has juſt beſtowed 
upon the young Chriſtian, have communi- | 
cated to the prieſt that air of gaiety and the 
ſimpering ſmile which enlivens his counte- 
nance. After having had an excellent 

breakfaſt, he is haſtening home to uncaſ- 
ſock himſelf, when, he will, by a country 
walk, quicken his appetite for an excellent 
dinner, to which Michael Angelos father 
has invited him, —where he will baptize 


himſelf with ſuch copious draughts of wine, 


that very early in the evening, he will be 
as incapable of going alone, as the infant 


whom. he ſo deyouny: ſprinkled with water 


in the morning.” * I ſuppoſe then,” ſaid 
Don a 2 that the Nang artiſt firmly 
B -- +". news 
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that his ſon will poſſeſs the genius of the 
celebrated ſculptor whoſe name he bears.” 


and, if poſſible, to make a gentleman of 


fas, in the ſeat oppoſite to us will, I fear, 
expire beneath the violence of the cough 
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believes in the ſympathy of names," and 


« By no means,” anſwered the Demon, 
te for it is the father's determined intention 
to bring up Michael Angelo to-the Bar; 
him.” 5 * 

' & That poor old man,” ſaid Don Cleo- 


that afflicts him.“ „ thank you, an- 
ſwered Aſmodeus, for preſenting him to 


my attention, as he | is a character well worth 
your notice. He is very rich, and extreme- 


ly avaricious ; yet, on particular occaſions, 
performs the nobleſt acts of generofity.—1 
will entertain you with reciting one of 


them. Some gentlemen of his neighbour- - 
hood, having undertaken to make a paro- ! 
chial collection from houſe to houſe, for 
the benefit of a poblic charity, came at { 
on to the old man's — 


door 


* 
- 
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door being half open, they heard him ar- 
raigning his maid ſervant with the utmoſt 
vehemence, for having thrown a match 
into the fire, though ſhe had uſed but one 
end of it. . This caſual information of ſuch 
extreme ceconomy, at- firſt checked their 
deſign of paſſing his threſhold; but as their 
charitable application was intended to be 
univerſal, they ventured to enter the houſe, 
and acquaint the old gentleman with the 
nature of their errand; when, without 
making any reply, he unlocked his bureau, 
and preſented them with a bank note of 


| fifty pounds.—On expreſſing their afloniſh- 


ment at what they received, after what they 


had heard, he calmly anſwered, that œco- 
nomy was the beſt ſource of generoſity, and 


that he ſhould purſue it in the manner that 
pleaſed himſelf, without conſulting them or: 
any one; and without taking any further 
notice of his viſitors, continued to reproach 


the poor girl, for the raſh act of extrava- 


ee that ſhe had. committed. oe 
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„Singular as the hiſtory is which you 


have juſt related to me,” faid Don Cleofas, 


6 it was in ſome degree interrupted by the 
wild looks and irregular geſtures of the 
young man, who was paſling haſtily before 
us.—Now he turns rapidly to the ri ight—in 
an inſtant he takes the contrary way,—and 


' ſeems to be in a ſituation that betokens a 
very diſtreſſed mind, or diſordered under- 


ſtanding.” © He is ina ſtate of perplexity 
and  wretchedneſs,” -. replied Aſmodeus, 


4e that borders on diſtraction. He had this 
| morning loaded a piſtol, with a deſign of. 
lodging the contents of it in his brain, but 
his ſervant, alarmed at his apparent diſcr- 


der, obſerved him ſo cloſely, as to prevent 


+) the premeditated. conſequences. of it.—If 


you look down the Mall to the right, you 


Vill ſee the faithful domeſtic peeping from 


behind a tree, and watching the courſe of 
his maſter's fury, of which he knows not 
the cauſe, though he trembles for the ef- 
fects.— The hiſtory of this unhappy young. 


* is as follows „„ 
: „„ aj? ſhall 
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© T. ſhall not trouble you with an ac- 
count of his birth, parentage and for- 
tune — but begin at that intereſting period, 
when loye firſt began to play the tyrant 
with him. He had entertained a paſlion, 
the moment his heart was ſuſceptible of it, 
for a young lady of great merit and beauty, 
the only dayghter of a gentleman who re- 
ſided in the county were his own eſtates were 
ſituated. He was no ſooner of age than be 
offered propoſals of marriage, which were 
readily accepted by her friends and herſelf, 
and nothing but the making a final ſettle- 
ment with his father's executors, delayed 
the conſummation of his nuptials. For 
this purpoſe, a journey to London was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary ; and meeting with a col- 
lege acquaintance upon the road, who was, 
ſome time before, become a profeſſed ſharp- 
er, our young unſuſpecting country gentle- 
man, ignorant of thoſe arts by which unwary 


SS TS dead 2 2 


ous by the near approach of conſummate 
. 6 rey to the 


undering 


virtue is undone, and rendered moſt incauti- 5 
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plundering ſpirit of his treacherous compa» 
nion. This obliging friend and his aſſociates 
contri ved, ſoon after the young man's arrival 
in town, not only to caſe him of all his ready 
_ caſh, but to get engagements and ſecuri- 
ties from him to the amount of half his 
fortune. In this terrible ſituation, (without 
daring to conſult his friends, who would ſoon 
have ſettled the buſineſs, and apprehenſive, 
nay almoſt certain, that his marriage with 
the charming Leonora was for ever ſacri- 
ficed, by his irrecoverable imprudence,) 
as if it were to render his miſery wholly 
inſopportable—the following letter was de- 

livered to him:“ 
Ever ſince wh deareſt Henry' S ages 
| © ture, his Leonora has experienced nothing 
but anxiety and apprehenſion. The hap- 
_ © pineſs which approaches me ſeems to be 
41 too perfect for duration, and this idea tor- 
ments me with the moſt painful fears that 
© ſome fatal event will be conjured up to 
_ © croſs, if not to blaſt it. But think not, 
Henry, in thus making you. the confident: 
of myalarms, that! Oo your virtue, or 
© doubt 
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doubt your affection. If I were certain 
« that I ſhould never receive the ſtroke of 
« affliction but from your hand, the chearful 
© look would dwell on my countenance, and 
* jocund gaiety would enliven my heart. 
© The fields where we have walked together, 
© have loſt their charms; and the ſhades be- 
© neath which we have ſheltered ourſelves 
© from the noon-tide heat, are no longer 
© pleaſant. The ſun cannot make theſe. 
© ſcenes gay, when you areabſent, nor could 
© thewintry clouds make them dreary, if you 
« were with me. Here, indeed, is peace 
c and ſecurity, and where you are, is diſmay 
and danger. Here, the ſhepherd having 
© penned his fold, leaves it without a guard, 
nor does the robber approach ĩt: and where 
© you are, the midnight plunderer watches 
for his prey, and the lurking aſſaſſin 
* graſps the dagger. But wherefore do 1 
thus torment myſelf with gloomy imagina= 
© tions? Oh! aſk me, Henry, why 1 love 
you; why my ſum of good. is centered 
c in * and, when I have told you all,. 
| blame 
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blame not a young, unexperienced mind, 
© a mind that has but one view of happineſs, 
s becauſe it trembles at the bare poſſibility 
© of being deprived of it. Youwill think, 
© perhaps, that I ſhould ſend comfort to 
© you;—alas! were J myſelf as rich as Hea. 
ven could make me in comfort, I ſhould 
© becomea very {| pendthrift, and exhauit all 
© my ſtore upon you. But my Henry muſt 
© remember, when he firſt aſked me for my 
© heart, how he told me with a figh, that he 
© wiſhed to ſhare the joys and the ſorrows of 
©.jt. I did not refuſe the boon; and innow 
© offering you its ſorrows, I prove the ſin- 
* cerity of the gift I made you. If it were 
© poſſible for my ſolicitudes to be greater 
than they are, I would tell you of them, for 
© am reſolved never to deceive you; and it 
© would be a deceit which I could not juſ- 
© tify; it would make me even doubt the 
© force and innocence of my affection for 
© you, were I not to tell you that my heart 
© will be deprived of comfort, till you are 
2 r in ſafety to your afflicted tal 
8 £75 Þ Lzoxora, | 
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et Gracious Heaven !” exclaimed Don 
Cleofas, “ ſuch a letter as this, at ſuch a 
moment, was more than ſufficient to plunge 
him into inſtant diſtraction.” It was on 
the point of producing that effect, anſwer- 
d the Demon, and his mind now rages in 
; feveriſh deliberation, whether he ſhall quit 
e kingdom or the world. But as I per- 
eive that you are deeply intereſted in his 
fate, I can aſſure you that he will do neither. 
The villains who have plundered him are 
at this moment purſued by the oificers of 
Juſtice, on ſuſpicion of various iniquitous 
proceedings, which will, ſooner or later, 
conduct ſome of them to the gallows. 
Being informed of their danger, they have 
all eſcaped for the preſent, except the 
agent of the confraternity, who is now en- 
Poying his ſolitary reflections, whatever they 
may be, in the principal goal of chis city. 
He had the different papers which this 
poor young man had been perſuaded to 
ſign, in his poſſeſſion, at the time he was 
taken; ſo that they We immediately tranſ= 
| ferred 
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: ferred to the care of the magiſtrate, and w. 
will ſoon be effectually cancelled. Of thi de 


change in his ſituation, the young gentle. 


ming is the moſt horrid vice that hell has en. 


man will very foon be informed; the buſi. 
neſs, as it relates to him, will be huſhed up; 
and though he is now one of the moſt 
-wretched beings on the globe, he will be, in 
a very ſhort time, the happieſt of men, 
poſſeſſing, and by, the beautiful 
| TEEN 


60 1 rejoice, moſt ſincerely,” ſaid Don 
 Cleofas, at the winding up of the piece; 
but ſurely,” added he, © this ſelf-ſame ga. 


gendered. “ Softly, my good Signior, 
ſaid the Spirit, ſmiling, © I muſt intreat you cl 
not to mention the place of my nativity, ſ 
if you muſt ſpeak of it, in a tone of vil ti 
much diſreſpe&.” I beg your worfhip"sl { 
pardon ten thouſand times,” replied Don ir 
Cleofas, but, Nay,” interrupted ft 
Aſmodeus, « I will candidly acknowledge v 
. arg the e's which you have juſt named © 
. vith te 


ind 
his 


le. 
ifi. 
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with ſo much impetuoſity, is more in- 
debted to the paſſion for play, than to 
the . conſolidated ons of human 


vices. 


12 But now let me ie boy your men 
continued the Demon, to the lady who 
moves gracefully towards us, and is fol- 
lowed by a footman ſo plentifully be- 
ſprinkled with filver lace. Her hiſtory, 


will, I believe, repay your attention. 


affections to the footman of a young ba- 


ſuafive was the eloquence of the domeſtic, 


that, one fine evening in June, ſhe con- 


ſented, when the reſt of the family were 
in their beds, to be admitted to take a 
ſhare of his. It was ill- imagined, you 
will ay,—and'ſo it was; but Love, like 
every other paſſion, ' contrives very. often 


to out- wit itſelf : for, as the lover was con- 
duct. 


the early part of which is a real ſecret, 


te In her virgin days, ſhe was, by profeſ- | 
| fion, a milk-maid, and had given her firſt 


chelor of faſhion and fortune. So per- 
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ducting the lain one to his garret, his mal 
ter, whoſe chamber was adjoining. to thei 
ſtair-caſe which they were aſcending, fan. 
cied that he heard ſomething ſtirring ; and 
taking the lamp which was burning in 
the room, he opened the door very gently 
and preſented himſelf, like a ghoſt, to t 
aſtonithed pair. The gallant, in detianc: 
of all gallantry, made the beſt of his waj 
vp-itairs, inattentive to the ſituation of the 
aſtrighted damſel. The gentleman, how 
ever, recovering a little from his firſt ſur 
prize, and ſeeing ſomething that looke 
like a female, and, on examination, diſco 
vering that ſhe was young, and of goollfiv« 
liking, drew her gently by the hand inn 
his chamber; when locking the door, bt 
| ſeated her upon the bed, and having g 
into it himſelf, he queſtioned her concern 
ing her buſineſs in his houſe. After a fei 
tears, ſhe told © around, unvarniſhed tale; 
which being finiſhed, thoſe virgin charm 
which ſhe had originall; deſtined for the 
ws 'were Ca to the bed of tht 
maſte 


Fd 


a naſter, and ſhe continued to ſhare it with 
thin unblemiſhed fidelity during the re- 
nWr:ainder of his life. Perceiving that ſhe 
poſſeſſed a good natural underſtanding, he 


ſoon acquired the manners and accompliſh- 
ments of elegant life. She accompanied 
him through a great part of Europe, in a 
our of three years; at the end of which 
period they returned to England. As he 


very good farnily, — and as ſhe had, by her 
obliging manners, acquired the eſteem of 
all thoſe who frequented his ſociety, ſne 
08 did not fail, after his death, which hap- 
ul pened about four years ago, to become an 


faſhionable men of the faſhionable world; 


ſes a genteel, independent income, ſhe 
has, from time to time, levied very am- 


I $H'GnAnD... Of 


was determined to cultivate it: he there - 
fore took her with him to France, where 
ſhe was attended by the beſt maſters, and 


had introduced her to his friends under 
the character of an unfortunate perſon of 


object of acquiſition to many of the moſt 


from ſome of whom, though ſhe poflef- | 


ö 
| 
{ 
} 
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ple contributions. At preſent, he is 
_ growing rich at the expence of a wealthy 
young citizen of low extraction, who 
is proud to be connected with an in- 
pure of good family. The only perſon 
who could have betrayed her origin, is 
no more. On being diſcharged from his 
rival maſter's ſervice, he kept the ſecret 
for his own ſake, and went ſoon after to 
the Eaſt Indies, as valet to a general offi- Nr 
cer, where the poor fellow died; fo that 
ſhe will, in all probability, walk a woman 
of quality to her grave; for no one has the 
| leaſt ſuſpicion, that the irremediable bend 
in her ſhoulders, which many of her fooliſh 
- admirers have thought a grace, was occa- 
ſioned by the weight of thoſe dangling MW 
milk-pails which were the conſtant burden Ig 
of her youthful days. The lady has, how- 18 
ever, preſerved a ſmack for the livery, and I be 
does not diſdain, when inclination prompts, 
to ſolace herſelf with che * ry * pli 
lows her.“ 31 N 5 
1 | . C 


* SE 4 Pray 


1N ENGLAND. 47 


« Pray obſerve,” ſaid Don Cleofas, ©* the 
old gentleman who turns round to gaze at 
er. She makes him, I fear, look back 
o the days of his youth, and regret that 
rength which muſt be almoſt exhauſted.” 
© That is not the only, or indeed the prin- 
ipal cauſe of his regret,” anſwered Aſ- 
odeus; © he is a brave veteran officer of 
avalry; the ſcar which you may perceive 
on his right cheek, is the counterpart of _ 
many others which he wears in moſt parts 
of his body; and were obtained in a long 


ne Ncourſe of dangerous ſervice. He was a 
d {Captain before the Colonel of his regiment 
h was born, and he is a Captain ftill,” — 


« But is it poſſible,” ſaid Don Cleats: | 
* that the King, before whoſe palace this 
n gallant officer is now walking, ſhould be 
v. ignorant of his ſervices?” . You muſt 
d be informed,” interrupted the Demon, 
„that it is almoſt impoſſible, in the com- 
- Mplicated affairs of this government, for the 

King, who is all goodneſs, to be acquaint- 

ed with, or even to give attention to every 
inferior 
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inferior and ſubordinate circumſtance of 
its various departments, Beſides, in this 
country, the army is not a popular eſta- 
bliſhment; indeed, according to the prin- 
ciples of the conſtitution, it ought not to 
be ſo. Its inferior commiſſions are chiefly 
obtained by purchaſe, and the higher rank 

| by intereſt ; ſo that where a man is ſo un- 
8 fortunate as to have neither money or con- 
ll nections, his merit muſt be very uncom. | 
mon indeed, and attended with very pecuiMl 
lar circumſtances, to command any confi 
Qerable degree of advancement :z—a pair of 
colours for his grandſon, is all this braut 
man ever r received from his country. 


1 


4 But we will Li: him, if you plate 
aid Aſmodeus, * to favour with your no. 
rice a young lady, a very intereſting cha- 
racter, who will in a few moments pak" 
before us. You cannot but perceive the 
evident impreſſion of grief upon he 
countenance, which will continue, for ſome 
time, to leffen its charms; indeed, fit 
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was well bbs falling a prey to it. The 


beautiful little girl who is ſkipping along 


before her, is her daughter, and was the 
innocent cauſe of an affliction which al- 
moſt brought her affectionate parent to the 
grave. The nurſery-maid, taking her 
uſual morning walk with the child, be- 


came ſo attentive to the fine ſpeeches of a 


nobleman's valet de chambre, that the 
entirely forgot her charge, and gave a 
watchful. beggar an opportunity of pur- 
loining it away. The diflreſs of this un- 
happy lady, when ſhe was informed of the 
accident, I ſhall not attempt to deſcribe ;' 
it was at firſt, as you may ſuppoſe, violent 
and outrageous; but, after every endea - 


your to recover the poor little girl had 
proved fruitleſs, the deſpairing mother 


ſunk into a ſtate of melancholy and dejec- 


tion, which threatened to put an early pe- 


riod to her life and afflictions together. 
Her friends took every method their com- 
paſſionate regard could ſuggeſt, to footh 
* ſorow and divert her melancholy; B 

Vor. J. C and, 
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and, for this purpoſe, had perſuaded her 
to accompany. them to a muſical ſolemnity 
at the great church whoſe. towers. preſent 
themſelyes to the right of. you; and as ſhe 
was deſcending from. her. carriage, at ſome 
little diſtance from the place of entrance, 
a feeble, but well known voice, ſaid: to 
her Where have you been, my dear mam- 
ma, that I have not ſeen you ſo long?” 
. The aſtoniſhed: lady turned inſtantly to- 
wards the voice, and aimid the rags and 
filth of a beggar, recogniſed. her child. She 
caught her eagerly. in hen arms, and ſunk 
down. on the pavement. This unexpe&- 
ed, but happy meeting, occaſioned: as you 
may well imagine, a. ſcene of confuſion 
that affected every. beholder; and, in the 
hurry of it, the wretch who conducted 
the. little creature thither. to aſſiſt her daily 
trade of begging alms, was ſuffered to 
eſcape. Since that period, the happy, but 
anxious mother, no longer truſts a ſervant 
to perform, for her daughter, any office 
that can be done by herſelf; and ſhe is now 
| come 
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come on her daily viſit - to, the Park, to 


x give her little fairy the . of air and 

t exerciſe. 

e ce But you muſt explain to me, my friend, m 
e ſaid Don Cleofas, why a beggar, who 
2 may be ſuppoſed to be ſcarce able to main- 


tain herſelf,” ſhould encreaſe her diffieulties 
by ſtealing a child to maintain,” I can 
eaſily ſatisfy you,” anſwered the Demon. — 
«The cloaths of ſuch a child, when ſold, 
d would procure no ſmall degree of temporary 
e luxury to a beggar: but this is not all 
k Wl inſtead of the woman finding it a difficulty- | 
to maintain the child, the child has actually: 
u maintained her. The ancients conſidered 
n WW the company of an infant as a ſecurity 
e WW againſt accidents and diſaſters; and the 
d WO modern-beggar finds a child by her ſide; or 
ya baby in her arms, a certain attraction to 
to the charity of the compaſſionate. Indeed 
ut it is a common practice among the beggars 
nt of this metropolis, who have not any chil- 
ce _ of their own, and have not ſtolen one, 
| | 25 3 
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to hire a child, in order to aſſiſt them in 


this miſerable mode of gaining their daily 


bread. But when we viſit the quarter of 
the town where the fraternity of mendicants 
chiefly reſide, you ſhall be initiated into 


the myſteries of their republic. At pre- 


ſent, an object of higher rank man it- 


ſelf to our obſervation.” 1755 


RN © The . wh 18 coming ſlowly to- 


wards us with the decoration of a ſtar and 


a ribband, is a Lord who has made your 
country look pale, and performed the 


moſt important ſervices for his own.— In 


the early part of his life, when a want of 
education and a rough demeanour were 
thought eſſential to naval merit, he united 


all the bra very and knowledge of his pro- 


feſſion with the moſt amiable and elegant 
manners. His private fortune was confi- 
derable, and in the courſe of the war be- 
fore laſt, he acquired a very large addition 

to it. But a love of play reduced him in 


2 few years to ſuch a fituation, as to make 


| a viſit 
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i viſit to a neighbouring kingdom eſſential | 
to his perſonal liberty. Diſtreſs, however, 
ſill followed him,—friendſhip ſeemed to 
have forgotten him; and being involved 
abroad as well as at home, he knew not 
where to go, nor how to ſtay, —At this 
period, the troubles of America began to 
wear an unpleaſing aſpect, and a war be- 
tween England and France appeared to be 
the inevitable conſequence of them. He 
had, therefore, every reaſon to hope that, 


if he could return to England, his ſervices 


would be demanded, and that the fruits of 
them might be the reſtoration of his for- 
tune. — But how to get rid of his foreign 
incumbrancies he knew not, and, without 
accompliſhing ſuch a deſirable object, it. 
was almoſt impoſſible to quit the place 
where he had contracted them. In this 
perplexing dilemma, continued Aſmo- 
deus, a French nobleman, with a gene- 
roſity that a devil ought to mention with 
horror, put an end to his embarraſſments; ; 
and, diſdaining the narrow ſyſtem of na- 
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tional antipathy, reſtored this brave and 
excellent officer to his country, by taking 
all his foreign debts upon himſelf, — 


on his return, however, fortune did not at 
once inule upon his hopes; and he was 
daily ſeen perambulating this Park, not 


an object of grateful admiration, but of 


diſtegard from ſome, and pity from others, 
He came not then, as he does now, to catch 
the refreſhing gate, ar feel the enliven- 
ing ſun, but to exerciſe himſelf in a place 
Privileged from the intruſions of the exaſ- 
perated creditor:— At length, however, the 
neceſſities of the ſtate, and the general 
wiſh of the people, co · operated to call 
him into action; and he did his duty: for 
the moſt effectual ſervices of the war | 
- were performed by him. Though oppoſed, 
threatened, and, in ſome meaſure, arraign- 
ed by a powerful and able faction, he 
made the deſpondent people feel, that they 
ſtill were what they once had been.—His 
trophies are known to the world, and the 
lateſt, * will admire them. — The in- 

ſigni⸗ 
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fignia which adorn his perſon, the title that 
ennobles his name, and the fortune which 
ſupports his dignity, as well as the laurels 
that thicken over him, were the gift of 
victory: but more of him hereafter.” 


ee This is an animating picture, ſaid 
Don Cleofas, for a patriot of any coun- 
try,—and I offer the Britiſh original a 
moſt ſincere, though ſilent reverence, as he 
paſſes by us.—The lady,” continued he, 
| © who curtſies to him, is, I preſume, ſome 
perſon of quality of his acquaintance.” 
« By no means,” anſwered Aſmodeus? 
© ſhe acts in ſympathy with yourſelf: her's 
is a pure patriotic obeiſance, and no more. 
The good lady was but lately a mid wife, 
though of ſome reputation in her profef- 
ſion; but having been employed to eaſe a 
virgin of faſhion of a little baby, without 
any injury to her virginity, ſhe was reward 
ed for her ſkill as well as prudence on the 
occaſion, with a comfortable independence, 

ONT which 
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which ſhe now en joys, and makes her of- 
ferings to > Lucina no More. 


« But let us quit our poſition,” ſaid the 
Demon; © here is one approaching to take 
his ſeat beſide us, whoſe preſence would 
trouble me.” What, faid Don Cleo- 


fas, © is he a Magician who keeps bottles 


in his garrer, and are you afraid, my friend, 
of being corked up once again? For my 
part, I never ſaw a perſon of a more amia- 
ble appearance.” Let us, however, re- 
move from hence,” replied Aſmodeus, 
and I will communicate to you the cauſe 
of my uneaſineſs. Having croſſed the 
Mall, and paſſed into the Green Park 


« Devil as I am,” continued he, I can 


really bring myſelf to look on common 
good qualities without diſguſt; but, to tell 
you the truth, that man's virtue is not to 
be borne with patience.— In the early part 
of his life, the violence of his paſſions plung- 
ed him into various exceſſes, which would 
have ended in his deſtruction, had he not, 
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as he approached the brink of the precipice, 
perceived his danger and ſhrunk from it 
with horror. — This almoſt miraculous 
eſcape had ſuch an effect upon him, that he 
turned at once into the paths of undeviating 
rectitude which he has never forſaken. His 
fortune is conſiderable, and he employs the 


whole of it in doing good. —His life is very 


retired, his manner of living frugal, and 
his appearance ſimple and without attrac- . 
tion; ſo that, not being an object either 
for cnvy or curioſity, he has all the oppor- 
tunities he can deſire, of diſpenſing his be- 
nevolence in ſecret, and without any wit- 
neſſes but thoſe who feel the comforts of 
it.” © But hov is it poſſible,” exclaimed 
Don Cleofas, ec that ſuch a man can be un- 
known; for even ſuppoſing that he could 
eſcape from the obſervation of his neigh- 
bourhood, which I ſhould think to be 
impoſſible, the very gratitude of thoſe 
whom he relieves, would publiſh his vir- 
tues, and hold him forth as an object. for 
univerſal admiration.” . 

ee © You 


* 
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+8 You muſt obſerve, ** interrupted the 
Demon, that the croud in this city is 
ſufficiently great, to admit of an indivi- 
dual's living, if it ſhould ſo pleaſe him, a 
long life in it, without attracting any par- 
ticular notice. With reſpect to thoſe 
whom he favours with his bounty, he not 
only engages them to obſerve a profound 
ſecrecy, which the greater part of them 
find it their intereſt to obſerve; but he pre- 
ſents himſelf to them as the agent of cer- 
tain wealthy and well diſpoſed perſons, the 
purity of whoſe benevolence will not per- 
mit their names to be revealed. By this 
mode of proceding, he ſaves himſelf from 
being harraſſed with acknowledgements 
which he does not wiſh to receive, and is 
alſo enabled to enter into details, and pro- 
ſecute enquiries as to the reality and nature 
of the diſtreſs he is anxious to relieve, which 
he could not do if he appeared as a prin- 
Cijpal in the buſineſs. There are ſeveral of 
my fraternity,” continued the Demon, 
« who owe * good man a grudge for in- 
terpoſing 
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terpoſing between them and their prey. 
Within theſe three months, he ſettled the 
affairs of a young man who was on the 
eve of bankruptcy, and had determined to 
conceal a part of his effects from his cre- 
ditors, for which offence, a capital one in 
this country, he would have been tried, 
condemned, and executed: and this very 
morning, he has completely reſtored a nu- 
merous and diſtreſſed family to eaſe and 
comfort; the father of which had deter- 
mined to go upon the highway to relieve 
their wants. The peculiar ſatisfaction you 
ſaw in his countenance, aroſe from the de- 
light he felt in his mind at the good he 
had done, and the pleaſing conſciouſneſs 
that the real author of it is only known to 
himſelf and to Heaven. But ſomething 
more congenial to my nature ſolicits our 
attention. 


« You oe; Fl continued 8 « the 
lady and gentleman who converſe with ſo 
much apparent earneſtneſs, as they ſaunter 
round the piece of water before us.“ 


6 They 
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© They are a pair of lovers, I ſuppoſe,” 
ſaid Don Cleofas, © who are taking the 
advantage of this fine morning to make an 
exchange of certain intereſting communi- 
cations.” : © Your conjecture,” - anſwered 
the Deamon, is not very wide of the 
mark. The lady is of the firſt rank of 
nobility, and having attached herſelf to a 
certain ſociety, which her beſt friends moſt 
ſeriouſly diſapprove, they have perſuaded 
her lord to take her abroad for a year or 
two, in order to put an end to her preſent 


connections. She leaves the kingdom to- 


morrow, and has appointed the nobleman 
who is now with her, and is her moſt fa- 
youred admirer, to meet her here this morn- 
ing to exchange adieus, and arrange the 
plan of their future correſpondence. But 


the folly of lovers is extreme: for though 


they are this moment interchanging expreſ- 
ſions of mutual miſery at their approaching 
ſeparation, and hazard very unpleaſant con- 
ſequences by this interview. in leſs than a 


month ne wil think of each other 90 


& © 
7 2 , ; 
r 5 N | mare.“ 
. * * 
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more.” I am diſpoſed, my good friend,” 
faid Don Cleofas, ** to riſque another con- 
jecture, that this little innocent intrigue, 
as you may call it, has been the work of 
ſome or other of your Satellites. By no 
means,” replied Aſmodeus ; nature did 
the bufineſs to admiration, without any aſ- 
ſiſtance from me, and will continue, in ſome 
way or other, to maintain her unaided in- 
fluence with theſe good people, to the end 
of the chapter. Nature may ſometimes 
want a little guidance, and ſometimes re- 
quire a little acceleration, but in rhis par- 
ticular branch of human deſires, her opera- 
tions and mine tend to the ſame point. It 
is where other intereſts than mere paſſion 
are concerned, that I find it neceffary to 
employ my ſupernatural agency. But we 
will now, if you pleaſe, enter upon a more 
buſtling ſcene; and by paſſing through the 


door before us, we ſhall be in one of the 


moſt public ſtreets of the whole city. Mer- 
cy on me,” exclaimed the aſtoniſhed Spa- 
niard, ** what a clatter of carriages, and 


what crouds 1 people My head is already 


Baar 
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giddy from the paſſage of ſuch a variety of ph 
objects.” Be not afraid,” anſwered the | 
ſpirit ; “I vill conduct you through it all, ba 
and amuſe you, in Foun way, into the bar- Wh; 
gain. 8 85 


6 That grave looking man in black,” 
continued he, © now paſſing us in a carriage In 
drawn by white horſes, is a biſhop. He ſet 
out'on his ſpiritual career, with a moſt vi- 
olent antipathy to you Papiſts; but his wife 
has fince contrived to make him think with 
indulgence on that canon of eue ehy rch 
which dien the clergy to ape ti 


* But pray znforin me,” ſaid Don Cleo. 
fas, * who is the poſſeſſor of that ſtately | 
hotel before us.” It belongs,” -anſwered | 
Aſmodeus, to a noble duke, of whom 
nothing can be ſaid, either one way or 
other, that is worth remembering. His 
genius lies concealed under a very fingular 
taciturnity, and he certainly poſſeſſes no 
{mall ſhare of that n which an ancient 

| philo · 
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philoſopher has made to conſiſt in knowing 
Wow to hold his tongue. While he was a 
bachelor, he is faid to have uttered a gon 
vt of no common merit. “ and, fince 
his marriage, ſaid Don Cleofas, has he 

never ventured to give another example of 
Wcolloquial vivacity; has he not an occaſi- 
pnal Son mot for the Ducheſs?” Not one, 
replied the Demon, '© but ſhe has Son- bous 
in plenty, and ought to be ſatisfied.” 


« ] preſume,” ſaid Don Cleofas, that 
the little man dreſſed in ſcarlet, who knocks 
ſo loudly, and with ſuch an air of impor- 
tance, at the gate of the hotel, is ſome per- 
ſon of high diſtinction. Do not imagine 
it,” replied the Demon; © he is nothing 
more than a patriotic tradeſman, who an- 
ſwers ſome low purpoſe of political party, 
in which the Duke, and the Duchefs alſo, 
are both very anxiouſly engaged; and, it 
is on that buſineſs, in ſome ſhape or other, 
that he demands admittance to one or other 
of them. Thus it is that the great ſacri- 
| fice 


Wh | 
Jv 


the eſcutcheons, and the plumes, diſpoſe 


| une many a poor mortal, reed 
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fice their dignity at the altar of "IOW un. 
worthy paſſion, and bring themſelves to 
the diſgraceſul neceſſity of practiſing ſub- 
miſſions to the meaneſt and moſt inhgnifi 
cant of mankind, 


ce But here i is a ſpectacle, continued he, 
Kof a very different complexion ; and ! 
beg my friend will pay all due attention to 
the memento mori which is paſſing before 
us.” It has, indeed,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
e an appearance of no common ſolemnity: 
the ſlow proceſſion, the ſable attendants, 


my mind, ſome how or other, to be ſad 
and ſerious. What deep affliction I per- 
ceive in the countenance of thoſe who are 
following ſome dear and honoured relation 
or friend to a gloomy grave, Thus it is 
with the affairs of our miſerable world: 
while ſome are running at the ring of plea- 
ſure, and others are purſuing their differ- 
ent avocations, or fulfilling their various 
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for ever from the buſineſs of life, 1s going 

to | * 
ib. Neo an eternal home.” It is really to be 


amented, ſaid: Aſmodeus, ſmiling, that 
ſuch a fine and affecting piece of morality 
ſhould be ſo ill applied; but I cannot re- 
ſiſt the wicked pleaſure of informing you, 
that this ſable proceſſion, which has filled 
your mind. with ſuch ſolemn ideas, is no- 
thing more than a band of ſmugglers; who, 


i; under the appearance of a ſplendid funeral, 
" {Ware conveying a large quantity of rich pro- 
; hibited goods to a place of ſecurity.” 
7 Lou muſt acknowledge, however,” ſaid 
0 the aſtoniſhed Spaniard, © that no one but 
a devil could have made the diſcovery—" 
þ © except a Cuſtom-houſe officer,” anſwer- 
: ed the Demon; & and a party of that fra- 
ternity are conveniently poſted to make a 
WH feizure of your melancholy hearſe and its 


ſad contents ;—bur inſtead of conſigning 
them to a gloomy grave, they will honour 
the whole with a Roman funeral, by com- 
mitting them to the flames with great ſo- 
| lemnity, before the gates of the Cuſtoms 

houſe, 


There 
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There indeed,“ continued he, in the 
vis-· A vis that paſtes before us, there is a 
poor mortal haſtening to her eternal home, 
faſter than her nimble· footed bays, and as 
faſt as time can carry het.” Gracious 
Heavens!” exclaimed Don Perez, what 
can you mean ? the fluſn of health is on 
her cheek, and ſhe ſeems formed but to 
command love and create deſire.. Alas, 


my dear friend,” ſaid Aſmodeus, how 


appearances deceive you mortais !--She is 
an exact counterpart of the ſepulchre-where 
ſhe will ſhortly repoſe. Fair without, and 
charrning to the eye, but within, nothing 
but filth and rotteneſs.” The gentle en 
of the Cuſtom-houſe,” replied Don Cleo- 
fas, © will not, I truſt, ſeize her cargo as 
contrabind ?” e By no means,“ anſwered 
the Demon; * but they ought not to ad- 
mit it into port till the has-produced a bill 
of health. . 


© Theſe ſuperb houſes which you ſee to 
the right and left, ſaid the Devil upon 
| Two 


) 
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the Two Sticks, as they paſſed down St: James's- 
is 2 greet, have been erected by different ſo- 
ne, ¶ cieties of people of faſhion, for the ſole 
| 25 WM purpoſe of gaming with convenience; but 
ous Wi as they are not generally frequented in the 
nat I day time, I muſt contrive to afford you a 
on peep into them during our nocturnal ex- 
to curſions.— And that old building, conti- 
35, nued he, © which we are now approaching, 
"WW is the entrance of the Palace, whole back- 
is Wl front you have already ſeen from the Park.” 
& And the nation,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
* ought to be aſhamed of it.“ They 
are ſo,” replied the Demon; * and there 
the matter ends.— The King, who has a 
ſcientific knowledge of architecture, poſ- 
ſeſſed an ardent wiſh, and, as it is believed, 
a full determination, when he firſt aſcended 
the throne, to erect a palace worthy the 
ſovereign of ſo great an empire; but the 
war in which the kingdom was then enga- 
ged,—the-domeſtic broils and party confu- 
ſions that diſturbed the nation, before it had 
| I recovered its ſtrength from the reſtoratives 
| | of 


* 
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of peace, which the riſe, progreſs, and con. 
ſequences of the American troubles, have 
hitherto prevented, and will now, in all 
Probability, for ever prevent him from 
executing this favourite deſign.” 


As they entered the park, te The houſt 


to the left of us,” ſaid Aſmodeus, ** is inha · 


bited by the deſcendants of a noble Duke, 
whoſe name made Eutope tremble, and 
has the flamp of immortality impreſſed 
upon it. The inheritor of his titles poſſeſ- 


ſes none of the activity, and as little of the 


genius of his glorious anceſtor; but, hay- 
ing the good ſenſe to diſcover, that he has 
not the tal ts requiſite to ſhine in the buſ- 
tle of public buſineſs, he contents himſelf 
with maintaining a private dignity, pur- 
ſuing tranquil amuſments, and practiſing 
the domeſtic virtues Though ſome of 
his expences have been ſplendid, — ſuch is 
the good humour of mankind, —he is ac- 
cuſed, as well as his Ducheſs, of an œco- 

nomical dif * » dif] — to his im- 
| \ menſe 


o inconſiderable virtue, and a failure of 
it, where a numerous and growing family 
Jook for proviſion ſuitable to their high 
ank, is-not only a folly but a crime,— 


ave 


well deſerves.” 


e, As they walked down the Mall, «I muſt 
nd Mentreat you, my good friend,” ſaid the 
ed Demon, to favour with your particular 
. Nattention, the elderly gentleman who has 
he Mihis moment taken the ſeat to the right: 


v. As we paſs, caſt an eye of obſervation on 


as Ihim.— He is one of the moſt ſingular per- 
ſ. Mons that a nation, remarkable for the 


1f N great variety of its characters, at this time 
r- poſſeſſes.— After dinner, I will amuſe you, 
g for half an hour with his uncommon hiſ- 

f ſtory.” << I perceive nothing,” ſaid Don 


Cleofas, © that is particular in his appear- 


upted Aſmodeus, one of the peculiar 
I, by which he ſhapes the 
Courſe 
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menſe fortune, —CEconomy, however, is 


This noble Duke is guilty of neither,—and 
very wiſe man will give him what he ſo 


8 8 * * 
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ance or phyſiognomy; © and that is,” inter- 
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courſe of his ſingular, unſuſpettd, * 
not unprofitable life. 


- © That large but heavy edifice before 
us, and beneath which we are about. to 
paſs, is called the Hor/e-Guards, becauk 
the regimentof cavalry on the King's duty, 
mounts guard there. It alſo contain 
apartments for the holding courts-mar- 
tial, and other buſineſs relative to the ar. 
my.—It was a public work, and ought 
therefore to have poſſeſſed all the architec- 
tural beauty which it was capable of re- 
ceiving; but, like many, —indeed one 
might ſay, like moſt public works, it was a4" 
job; in which the emolument of thoſe who fe 
were employed, were conſidered in prefer- Ia 
ence to the character and magnificence ov 
the nation to which it belongs. Al 


When they came to Whitehall—© That I tt 
ſuperb building/” continued the Demon, I b 
. 1 part of a royal 0 palace, whi ch for 
the honour of the nation, ought: to have 
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been completed. It is the work of an 
Engliſh architect; and if it had been his 
only deſign would have placed his name 
in the rank it now holds among the firſt 
of his profeſſion. It is alſo remarkable 


ue or having been the theatre of one of the 
yy moſt ſtrik ing events of modern hiſtory.— 
im On a ſcaffold, in the front of, and contigu- 


ous to the building, Charles the Firſt, an 
unfortunate ſovereign of this country, was 
doomed to loſe his head by the hands of a 
public executioner, and on the condemna- 
tion of a ſelf· created tribunal of his on ſub- 
jects. It is called the Banqueting-houſe; 
and did, indeed, produce an unexampled 
feaſt, to glut the republican zealots of the 
laſt century. I remember. the ſtory 
well,” ſaid Don Cleofas; and it is on the 
anniverſary of this extraordinary execution, 
according to a wicked wit, named Voltaire, 
that every Monarch in Europe riſes from his 
bed with a crick in his neck.” He wẽ 
an unlucky rogue, ſaid Aſmodeus, and 
a very great favourite of our * 
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But I muſt claim your attention to that lit 
tle man, dreſſed in blue, who looks up wit 
ſuch reſpectful attention to the building, 
and pulling off his hat, makes a. moſt re. 
verential obeiſance as he paſſes.” 


ec] preſume,” ſaid Don Cleofas, © he is 
ſome greatadmirer of architectural beauty; 
and it is in this manner, without doubt, 
that he manifeſts his veneration for a chef 
d'zuvre in his favourite ſcience.” “It was 
impoſſible for you to gueſs,” © replied Af- 
 modeus, ©* unleſs you were inſpired, that 
this filly man is nothing more than a zea- 
lous republican, ' who offers this mark of 
reſpect to the edifice before us, whenever 
he paſſes it, becauſe it was the ſcene of a 

royal execution. He is a tradeſman of 
this city, who fancies himſelf a very pro- 
found politician: And though he would 
not ſcruple to tread upon the neck of a 
King, he does not diſcover the leaſt delicacy, 


when an occaſion offers, in charging home 
on the purſes of his ſubjects. But this is not 
| all. 
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all: the fine equeſtrian ſtatue juſt before 
us, is a repreſentation of the unhappy mo- 
narch we have already mentioned: * And 
that is an object, interrupted Don Cleofas, 
ce which the little republican tradeſman 
would, I ſuppoſe, avoid with the utmoſt 
precaution :—© By no means,” anſwered 
the Demon, © for he has more than once 
riſqued a fractured limb from the paſſing 
carriages, in order to diſcharge his rheum 
upon the pedeſtal. | 


ce That noble pile of building,” conti- 


nued he, which we are approaching, con- 


tains a part of the royal ſtables; and the 
ſtately form of it has given occaſion to 
have it obſerved, with ſomething of wit in 
the ſarcaſin,--that his Majeſty's ſtables have 
the appearance of a palace, and that his 
palace is not treated unjuſtly, when it is 


| faid to have the appearance of a ſtable. 


* 


ec But,” continued he, * we will now, 
if you pleaſe, finiſh our morning's excur- 
Vor, I. D 1 
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ſion, and return to our hotel, which we 
ſhall reach in a few minutes; and I doubt 
not, my friend, that you will be well pleaſ- 
ed with the good dinner which 1s preparing 
for you. Your mind, as you well knoy, 
is ſpiritual, and I will undertake to nouriſh 
it, after my faſhion, with ſpiritual ſuſte- 
nance; but as for your body, it is good 
fleſh and blood; to ſupport which, you 
muſt have recourſe to cooks who are made 
of the fame materials.” 


p. 
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CHAP. Iv. 
| Ef 


Wherein the DEv1L upon Two Srreks ful- 
fils his Promiſe of relating 19 Don CLEoraAs 
LEANDRO PEREZ ZAMBULLO, the Hiſtory 
of the Gentleman he ſaw in the Park. 


ON CLEOFAS having finſhed his 

dinner in great comfort, reminded 
the Demon of the promiſe he made to en- 
tertain him with an account of the gentle- 
man whom he had particularly recommend- 
ed to his attention, as they paſſed through 
the Park. © Let me firſt, my dear fir,” 
faid Aſmodeus, ** prepare your coffee, and 


| then you will be ſo good as to prepare your 


attention.“ This little arrangement being 
ſettled, the Devil upon Two Sticks began | 
the following ſingular relation: 


D 2 An 


— 
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An hiftorical Deſcription of the UNIVERSAL 
Se v, or Unſuſpected Politician. 


te Mr. — -, for that is the gentle- 
man's name,” ſaid Aſmodeus, © is de- 
ſcended from a family of great reſpect 
among the antient gentry of the North of 
England. His father, who was a younger 
brother, was, in the early part of life, 
a ſupercargo in the ſervice of the Eaſt 
India Company; but an old maiden aunt 
leaving him a very handſome fortune, he 
never repeated his voyage, and left his ori- 
ginal, as well as acquired, property very 
much improved at his death, to his only 
ſon, the object of our preſent conſideration, 
who was then about eight years old, and 
had been, for ſome time, placed at a pri- 
vate ſchool of reputation, in the neigh- 
bourhood of London. — The valuable wo- 
man, his mother, had died about two 
| years before; a circumſtance which was 

the principal cauſe of his father's death, 

IS | | whoſe 
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whoſe ſenſibility could not bear up againſt 
ſuch an irreparable loſs : ſo that our young 
gentleman was left to the care of two diſ- 
tant relations, who, with unremitting at- 
tention, fulfilled the directions his father 
gave concerning his education, when he 
7 on his death- bed. As they are of ſin- 
gular excellence, -and as they may, in 
ſome ſmall degree, account for the cha- 
racter of the ſon, I will repeat them to 
you. 8 


“When this worthy gentleman found 
that he was drawing nigh to his end, he 
ſent for the two relations whom he had ap- 
pointed to be his executors; and, after 
thanking them again and again, fl their 
friendſhip, during a life which was now 
approaching its period, he entreated them 
to transfer it to the little boy he ſhould 


leave behind him. You well know, ſaid 


he, that the death of that excellent wo- 


* man, my wife, has greatly, if not altoge- 


5 ther, contributed to bring me to the ſitu- 
D 3 © *ation 
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ation in which you now behold me :—It 
may be thought, indeed, that, as ſhe left 
© me a ſon, I ought, for the ſake of them 
© both, to have ſtruggled with life more 
© willingly, and, of courſe, more effectually 
© than I have done: But I am fully con- 
« vinced, that my ſenſibilities are ſuch as 

© to diſqualify me for the-taſk of educating 
a child as I ought; and it will probably 
be a very great advantage to him that I 
© am taken hence; by which event, the. bu- 
* ſineſs of preparing him for the world, will 
© devolve upon thoſe who are ſomuch bet- 
© ter qualified to execute the important bu- 
« ſineſs. 1 ſhall,” continued he, trouble 
© you with the care of my ſon's fortune till 
© he has attained the age of twenty-five 
© years, For this reſtraint, he, perhaps, at 
twenty one, will not thank me, but at 
© thirty, he will be of a different opinion; 
and I would rather that the memory of 
his father ſhould be accompanied with the 
* gratitude of his mature, than his more 
0 NF a Jou will fix him firm in the 
Ts path 
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path of honour, for you are honourable 
© men. You will teach him to deteſt a baſe 
action in others, and to ſhudder at it in 


© himſelf, as you have both of you done 


throughout your lives. 'TelÞ him that the 
language of truth is ſuperior to all the 
© languages of the world, and that the ſci- 

*ence of an honeſt man, is the ſupreme 


« wiſdom of life. Inſtruct him in the art 


*of doing good to.others, without injury 
© to himſelf; and teach him, if poſſible, to 
guard againſt the frequent inconvenience 
©. of ſenſibility, if that ſhould prove a part 
© of his heritage, by the precautions of pru- 
* dence; and as he will poſſeſs a gentle- 
man's fortune, inſpire him to enjoy it with 
© the ſpirit of a gentleman.*—Theſe were 
almoſt the laſt words of the dying man; and, 
as far as depended upon the care of thoſe to 
whom they were addreſſed, the requeſts 
mw . were e Tu ps 


ce At this ohriddh the boy had diſtoretes 


no ſymptoms of any peculiarity of charac- OF 
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ter or genius, and he remained like the ge- 
nerality of boys of his age, till, about three 
years after, when a circumſtance aroſe, 
which ſeems- to have given the prevailing 
colour of his future life. Tho 


en the immediate vicinity of his ſchool, 
there lived a gentleman of large fortune, 
and equal benevolence, who, during the 
ſummer ſeaſon, was continually ſending 
preſents of fruit to his young neighbours, 
as he was pleaſed to call them, of the 
fchool. However, ſome among the elder 
members of this community, proved their 
deſcendency from the common mother, 
Exe, by poſſeſſing a ſtronger propenſity to 
forbidden fruit, than that which came 
from a gratuitous hand. Under this fatal, 
but hereditary impreſſion, they formed a 
Plan to rob the garden of that kind bene- 
factor, from the produce of which, and 

the kindneſs of whom, they were ſo often 
And fo plentifully regaled, 


cc Our 


IN ENGLAND. Ir 


te Our young hero, ſhocked at the ingra- 
titude of ſuch a ſcheme, but not daring to 
take any open methods to oppoſe it, em- 
ployed his whole thoughts how he mignt 
circumvent the diſgraceful project. Many 
different ſchemes ſuggeſted themſelves to 
his mind, but they all ended in a determi- 

nation to write a notice of the deſign, as 
well as he could, in printed characters, and 

to introduce it into one of the large com- 
mon prayer books belonging to the gen- 
tleman's pew, in the pariſh church: And 
though he, at that time, poſſeſſed all the 
puerile fears of ghoſts and goblins, he had 
the courage, very late in the evening, when 
ſome of the pariſhioners were ringing a 
peal, to enter the church, and execute his 
deſign. On the Sunday following, the 
gentleman found the paper, took proper 
meaſures to prevent the intended robbery _ 
of his garden, and, in compliance with 

the wiſh expreſſed. 1 in this extraordinary no- 
tice, never purſued any enquiry after the 
| ABS writer 
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"writer of it, or made any mention what- 
ever, of che circumſtances wennn to it. 


E Ihe ſucceſs of this firſt undertaking, 
ſeems to have ſtamped at once that Peu 
mark on his character which it ſtill bears, 

* which will only be effaced by the hand 
of death. He now became more ferious 

5 and thoughtful than he had hitherto been; 
and, during the times of recreation, his 
mind was continually employed in contri. 
'ving ſome ſecret act of good-nature, hu 

manity, or, what he conceived to be Juf- 
tice. Among many of his arrangements 

at this period, I ſhall ſelect one, merely as 
an example of the reſt. Several of the 
ſcholars having declared an intention to 
bathe in a certain large pond, at ſome diſ- 
tance from the ſchool, which he had good 
reaſon to apprehend was of a depth, in many 
parts of it, which might endanger their 
lives, he gave a man half. a- crown to meet 
them there, as by chance, and to terrify 


chem from their defi; gn by the poſitive in- 
formation N 
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formation, that the piece of water was N 
flocked with he 


c His maſter alſo was e! to an 
item of the ſame ſecret management for 
his removal from the laborious drudgery of 
a ſchool, to the caſe and comfort of a 
valuable benefice. At this time he was 
become a parlour boarder, and uſed al- 
ways to dine with his maſter; and that gen- 
tleman being one day urged by a friend at 
his table, to apply for a vacant living in 
theneighbourhood, he declared, with a ſigh, 
that although the preferment in queſtion, 
ae, make him one of the happieſt men 

n-the- world, he could not bring himſelf 
to aſk for it, if he were even certain that 
it would be immediately e to FOG. 
; I 1 5 


\ 


4 On this As our young n 
ſet himſelf inſtantly to werk; wrote an 
| anonymous letter to the patron of the li- 
ving; and, when night approached, hav- 

"=> ing 
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ing diſguiſed himſelf in the gardener's great 
coat, he ran two miles to deliver it at the 
Lodge of the Park. It was immediately 
forwarded to the houſe; and the gentle- 
man, to whom it was addreſſed, read as 
follows :—* Why, Sir, do you heſitate a 
: moment, to whom you ſhould. preſent 
« your vacant living?—The maſter of the 
© neighbouring ſchool poſſeſſes. merit, as 
* you well know, that deſerves every thing ; 
© and at the ſame time is adorned with 
© that moſt amiable modeſty, which will not 
© ſuffer him to aſk for any thing. The 
ſingularity of this laconic epiſtle, happened 
to hit the whim of the moment; and, as 
the gentleman was peſtered and plagued 
with continual applications for the benefice 
in queſtion, he inſtantly determined to put 
an end, at once, to all the trouble of folici- 
tation, by yielding to the ſuggeſtions of 
his anonymous correſpondent; and, with- 
out communicating the why. or the where- 
fore, the: very next morning, ſent the pre- 
ſentation, 


> 
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ſentation, executed in all due form, to the 
aſtoniſhed and unſuſpecting ſchool-maſter, 


& While Mr.- was at the Uni- 
verſity, he employed the intervals of ſevere 
ſtudy, in the indulgence of this extraordi- 
ary and ſingular taſte for ſecret actions. 
Under the veil of an apparent inattention 
to what was paſſing around him, he con- 
trived to inform himſelf of every thing; 
and being very aſſiduous. in proſecuting 
his ſtudies, and minutely regular in all the 
college duties, he was the laſt perſon whom 
the moſt ſcrutinizing would have regarded 
as the author of the different anonymous 
notices which, from time to time, flew 
about the Univerſity, during his reſidence 
there: many of which were productive of 
private and public utility, without giving 


juſt cauſe of ac to any individual 
whatever. 


« Ar this time, the leading principle 
of his actions was that of doing good to all, 
without 
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without giving pain to any; and he was 


ſo happy as to have found it, in ſome de- 
gree, practicable within the walls of a col - 

lege: But as he advanced in life, and had 
acquired a little more experience of human 
affairs, his -difj poſition underwent a change; 
-and the defire of doing things in a ſecret 
and ſingular manner, predominated over 
every other conſideration. Philanthropy 
now became a ſecondary principle with 
him, and humour was to be indulged, be- 
fore what remained of ſentiment could be 
gratified. He would give a crown to a 
beggar who only aſked for a half. penny, ra- 
ther from a deſire to ſee the aſtoniſnment 


uch a bounteous and unexpected alms 


avould occaſion, than from a reflection on 
the happineſs it would afford to the cra- 
ving mendicant. At one time he indulg- 
ed the conceit of filling a pocket with ſlices 
of bread and meat, well ſtrewed with falt, 


and carefully Wood up in ſeparate pa- 


pers; and when a beggar implored his 
charity, instead of money; he uſed to pre- 
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ſent him one of theſe cold collations; not 
ſo much from a charitable refinement, as 
from a certain ſatisfaction he felt in ob- 
ſerving the kind of ſurpriſe or temper with 
which ſuch an unexpected boon would be 
received. He continued this uncommon 
practice till a ſturdy beggar, to whom he 
had given a cold mutton-chop in the uſual 
form, aſked him, in a faucy tone, if he 
took him for a dog, that he gave him a 
bone? and threw it, without any ceremony, 
in his face.— This circumſtance was the 


ſource of much quiet mirth to him at the 
time, and has occaſionall y ſerved. to amuſe 
his fancy to the preſent hour.” When he 


was in Ireland, finding a poor family by 
the way-fide, the children of which inform- 
ed him that they had never taſted meat, he 
bought a leg of mutton at the next town, 
took it himſelf to the cabin they inhabited, 

ſuperintended the cooking of it, and having 
amuſed himſelf with Pia the joint devour- 


ed, he gave the mother where withal to buy a 


couple of Ps and took his leave; ſatisfied 
rather | 
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* with the ſight of half a dozen boys 
and girls eating meat for the firſt time, than 
affected with the grateful bleſſings which 
| SO Or his departure, 
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be fk this manner did our young gentle. 


| man ſhape his courſe.—On quitting the 


_ Univerſity, he employed four years in 
making an inquiſitive, but ſolitary tour, 


for he always travelled alone, through 
every part of England, Scotland, Wales, 


Ireland, and their adjacent iſlands ; and, 
at the concluſion of it, having attained the 
age of twenty-five years, he entered into 
Poſſeſſion of the eſtate his father had left 
him, and ſet off ſoon afterwards, to make 
a fimilar tour through every part of the 
European continent, and the nethermoſt 
borders of Afia and Africa. 


* In this tour he employed ten years; and, 
at the end of that period, knew more of 
the languages, cuſtoms, policy, commerce, 
arts and character of the different nations 
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and ſtates of Europe, than any perſon in it. 
He viſited the iſlands of the Archipelago, 
reſided for ſome time in Conflantinople, 
oved through antient Greece, examined the 
Pyramids, and having traverſed at great ha- 
zard of his life a conſiderable part of the 
empire of Morocco, arrived at Tetuan, and 
paſſed over to Gibrallar, in the hope of 
obtaining a paſſage from thence, by ſea, 
to his native country ; but there not being 
any immediate opportunity of returning 
to England, he became impati<nt, and went 
on board a veſſel bound for Genoa; from 
thence he paſſed, through Savoy into Smit 
zerland, where he propoſed: to while away 
a few months, and return home by the way 


ic i bf France :—But this deſign was alſo in- 
it terrupted. 

he day after his arrival at Conflance;lie 
1 was ſeized with a fever, that was attended 
f 


which his recovery was very tedious.— 


When he began to gain a little ſtrength, he 
1 went 


with very alarming ſymptoms, and from EF 
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went to lodge at the houſe of his phyſician 
by whoſe care, and the kind attention 
his beautiful daughter, he was at length 
reſtored to his former ſtate of health and 
activity. This charming girl he ſoon after 
married; and, perhaps, the oddity of an 
Engliſh gentleman of fortune forming 1 
matrimonial connection with the-daughte: 
of a German phyſician at Conffance, might 
ſhare the palm of this connubial union, 
with the perſonal charms and amiable qua- 
lifications of the young lady. | 


At this place he reſided upwards of four 
years, without once quitting it, but t 
make an occaſional and haſty trip to Geneva, 
where his letters of credit were: addreſſed, 
Nor is it poſſible to determine how long 
he would have remained in this ſituation, 
if death had not diſſolved his marriage.— 
Mrs. —— had already given him two 
children, who ſcarce ſurvived their birth; 
but, in bringing a third into the world, 
ſhe herſelf quitted it for ever, and 

took 
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ian ook her offspring with her. Soon after 
oll his event, he purchaſed a ſmall eſtate in 
g he neighbourhood of Conſtance, which he 
and Rave to his father-in-law, and haſtened with 


all poſſible expedition, to Euglaud. 


« His wife was a woman who would 
ave been adored by moſt men, and ſhe was 
ſincerely eſteemed by him. Nay, he will 
now, at times, in ſpite of all his fancies, make 
faſt his door, and, placing a fine miniature 
picture of her on his table, look at, and 
converſe with it, for an hour together: 
and, having indulged ſomething like a flow 
of ſentiment, - the predominant humour 
will then take its turn; when he will laugh 
moſt heartily to think that his peculiarities 
are placed by his relations and acquaintance 
to the ſcore of his being an old bachelor, 7 
when he was, in fact, a married man up- 
wards of four years, and had been the fa- 
ther of three children, as he would ſay to 
himſelf, ſuch as _ were. | | 
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On his return to Engiand, he ſeemed to 
all who had known him before, to hay 
fallen, as it were, from ſome other planet 
and he found, to his entire ſatisfaction, tha 


the courſe of his various routes was known 


only as the letters of his banker had betray: 


ed it; and that the particular circumſtance 


of his travels were as ſecret as he could 


wiſh them. He avoids, as much as poſſible 


the making any new acquaintance, and 


contents himſelf with the ſociety of his re. 


lations ; who, from a regard to his many 
good qualities, as well as, perhaps, ſom: 
natural expectations of what he may leave 


behind him, are in a continual ſtate of emu 
lation to acquire his favour. He receive 
their attentions with good humour, deak 
out his kindneſs with generoſity, and 


pleaſes himſelf with thinking how each of 


them, who expects a preference i in kis will, 
will be reſpectively diſappointed, when iti 
ſhall be diſcovered that he has made no 


will whatever; .but has left the law to dil. 


tribute his fortune in ſuch proportions, | 
among 
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among them all, as their various degrees 
f conſanguinity may give them a right to 
laim. | 


« When I fay that he is the moſt learned 
and the beſt informed man of the times in 

hich he lives, I do not mean to diſparage 
thoſe who enjoy the firſt rank in the repub- 
lic of letters, as well as in the academies 


and cabinets of any country; and while he 
re. Nis conſcious of his own ſuperiority, he finds 
his particular humour gratified in obſerv- 
mefWing, that no one appears to have diſcovered 


that he has any claim to it. His great 
object, after a ſtrict obſervance of the mo- 
ral duties, is, to appear to be what he is 
not, or rather to throw an innocent veil 
over what he is; —and his ſucceſs is equal 
to his wiſhes. 


But he does not wrap his talents in a 
napkin; all orders of men, and in almoſt 
every part of the kingdom, are by ſome 
„means or other, occaſionally inſtructed by 
4 | | him; 
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him; and they who are at the head of i 


are inſtructed the moſt. From long habit, 
he has acquired the art of expreſling hi 
thoughts on the moſt profound and com. 
plicated, as well as the moſt elegant ſub 
jects, with a degree of accuracy, perſpici- 
ity, and preciſion, that is ſeldom found i 
hs e of the beſt writers. 


« He Mechaſis his welting: materials a 
he ſaunters about the town, ſometimes in 
one part of it, and ſometimes in another; 
and when he retires to his chamber at 
night, after having bolted the inner 
door, and ſeen that all is faſt, he indites 
his laconic epiſtles on the night-table by 
his bed-ſide, encloſes them in unſuſpicious 
envelopes, and quietly drops them into 


the boxes of receipt for letters, in that 1 
part of the town where his next morning 
walk may lead him. But this is not all; 
he has acquired the art of varying the cha- 
racters of his writing at pleaſure, and 
without end: a faculty which proves ex- 
3 = tremeh 
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remely uſeful indeed, to the whimſical 
ccompliſhment of his deſigns. 


« Miniſters of every department receive 
rom him the moſt curious information, as 

yell as the moſt important inſtruction : 
put Miniſters are ſo univerſally governed 
yy their own paſſions, intereſts and neceſ- 
ities, that he has been the leaſt uſeful 

here his ſuggeſtions are calculated to be 
he moſt beneficial. The Lawn and the 

rmine are greatly indebted. to him; and 
will take an opportunity of ſhewing you 
phyſician, who has riſen into eminence 
dy adopting the hints of this anonymous 
nſtrutor. Profeſſors of the Arts, and 
eachers of Science, are not without-their 
obligations to him; and a very celebrated 
actor of the preſent age, who had received 
rom this ſource a regular ſeries of criticiſms 


n every branch of theatrical exhibition, 


as tempted, again and again, to publiſh 

hem as his own; and would moſt gladly 
nave done it, if he could have ſuppoſed, for 
a mo- 
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the diſtant provinces. The manufacture 


from his inſtructions. 


e The pleaſures and happineſs of indi 
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a moment, that the original writer of then 
would have. been contented that another 
-ſhould ſteal his immortality from him. 


ic Nor are there any of the inferior bodis 
or ſocieties of men, who are not, at ſom 
time or other indebted to him, for throy. 
ing new lights upon their reſpective object 
or aiding the purpoſes of their reſpe&ine 
inſtitutions. But his notices are not con- 
fined to the court or the city: they ſome 
times pervade, and have been of ſervice to 


has been aſſiſted by his ſuggeſtions; and i 
muſt ariſe from their own obſtinacy, if the 
farmer who cultivates the ſurface of the 
earth, and the miner who ſearches into tht 
bowels of it, have not received advantage 


viduals are alſo the objects of his concern 
If he ſees a curious book upon a ſtall, or 
2 valuable picture at a broker's, he will 

AL bs - | | | | con- 
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contrive to give immediate information to 


or whoſe cabinet enhanced, by ſuch an 

acquiſition, It was but laſt week that 
he gave notice, in his uſual way, to a ce- 
lebrated collector of medals, where he 
might find, and acquire for a trifle, the 
very coins he had long ſought after in 
vain, to compleat a moſt curious ſeries of 
them. The antiquarian is ſo delighted 
with his acquiſition, that he has made a 
codicil to his will, on purpoſe to bequeath 
a legacy. of two hundred pounds to to any 
perſon who can prove himſelf to be the 


Mr. 


ſhould, by ſurvivorſhip, become 


him many a jovial hour. 


“As he goes every where, and obſerves 
every Wr he has frequently contrived 
to point out genius in obſcurity, and ta- 


of the creation has ſometimes, though very 


Vor. I. 


E „ 


ſome one, whoſe library will be enriched, 


author of this valuable intelligence. If 


acquainted with this event, it will afford 


lents that were unknown. The fairer part 


rarely, been favoured with his atten- 
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tion. He ſees the irreſiſtible predomi- 
nance of faſhion, and knows the human, 
or rather the female heart, too well to be- 
lieve, that anonymous remonſtrance will 
preponderate in the mind of youth. and 
beauty, againſt the influence of perſonal 
flattery or faſhionable propenſity. He has, 
however, ventured to convey his obſer- 
vations on virtue, manners and taſte, to 


. 


females. To one lady, in particular, of 
6 very high rank, he encloſed an eſſay on 
education, to whoſe anonymous inſtruc- 
4 tions her daughters are greatly indebted, 
= for their acknowledged ſuperiority among 
g the higher orders of female youth. 


In this manner he has employed, with 
very little interruption, the laſt ten years 
of his life; and in the ſame manner he will 

continue to employ the reſt of his days; 
which a good conſtitution, a temperate mode 
of living and an eaſy mind, will help to 
continue to no common period; always en- 


Joying the 3 pleaſure of doing ſo 
much, 


the toilettes of ſome very diſtinguiſhed 
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much, and not being ſuſpected by thoſe 
with whom he lives of doing any thing. 


” * — 


« Tf this hiſtory,” obſerved the Devil 
upon Two Sticks, * were given to the | 
world, it would be conſidered as the off- 
ſpring of ſome fantaſtic invention. But 
do aſſure you,” continued he, “ that 
ſuch a character does this day exiſt ; and 
that the- elderly gentleman, fitting on the 
bench in Saint James's Park, whom T, 
a few hours ago, recommended to your at- 
tention, is that unexaggerated character. 


« Having thus performed my promiſe, 
faid Aſmodeus, and given you a portrait 
that the Engliſh nation alone could pro- 
duce, we will now, if you pleaſe, proceed 
to the comedy, where a new ſcene of 
amuſement and inſtruction will preſent 
| itſelf before you.” Don Cleofas readily 
conſented to the propoſal; and, in a very 
ſhort time, they, were advantageouſly placed 
in one of the Theatres, ſo as to have an 
equal view of the audience and the actors. 
E 2 CHAP 
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CHAP. V. 


DRUuRTY-LANETHEATRE. 


ON CLEOFAS, enchanted with the 
brilliant appearance of the Theatre, 
could not refrain from expreſſing the com. 
plete ſatisfaction he enjoyed in the con- 
templation of it. This ſpectacle alone, 
he exclaimed, is well worth the trouble 
of coming from Maarid to behold, even 


if I had purſued my journey in the com- 


mon mode, and ſuffered all the inconve- 
niencies which are experienced by common 


travellers. Our theatres in Spain are dun- 


geons when compared with this: the au- 
dience here are as viſible as the actors:”— 
« and ſhall be, interrupted the Demon, 


ee as pregnant with amuſement to you. 
The firſt ſtages were erected in tennis- 
courts, and by a ſtrange, unaccountable ] 
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prejudice, the greater part of Europe ſtill 
preſerves that inconvenient form: while, 


partly from ceconomy, and, perhaps, to 


heighten the brilliance of the ſtage, that 
part of the theatre is ſeen, in other coun- 
tries, to confine all the illumination to itſelf. 


« But in this country of wealth and 


good ſenſe, theſe matters are, as you ſee, 
much better managed: though, perhaps, 
there never was a period when the Eng- 
liſh ſtage was at a lower ebb than at 
the preſent moment, It cannot boaſt one 


tragic actor of ſuperior merit; and a ſingle 
actreſs, whoſe performance you will pre- 
ſently witneſs, alone ſupports the dignity - + 


and pathos of the tragic ſcene. You will 
ſee the power that ſhe is about to exert 
over this numerous and ſplendid audience; 
though it muſt be obſerved, that in the par- 
ticular character which ſhe is to perform, 
there are circumſtances of diſtreſs ſo very 
affecting, as to give her acting a degree of 
influence which ſhe does not poſieſs in in any 
other character. | 
| 1 "00 
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« In comedy the ſtage is much better 
ſupported, though grimace actu ally threat- 
ens to baniſh that juſt repreſentation of 
nature in which the perfection of thea- 
trical repreſentation conſiſts. In ſhort, the 
pure taſte of former times begins to loſe 
ground, and the tragedy which contrives 
to command tears, and the comedy which 
contrives to compel laughter, though na- 
ture has nothing to do with either, will, ac. 
cording to the. diſpoſition of the preſent 
day, be _ certain of the papa ap- 
Probation.“ 


« But what, exclaimed Don Cleofas, 
ce can be the cauſe of this ſudden uproar, 
which proceeds, as I think, from the gal- 
lery above us.” © It is nothing more, 
anſwered Aſmodeus, than a little erup- 
tion of liberty, which proves the ſtrength 
of the conſtitution that throws it forth. 
The lower claſſes generally occupy that 
part of the theatre from whence this voci- 


feration proceeds; and the object of it, at 


- preſent, is to direct the orcheſtra to perform 
„„ one 
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one of thoſe popular tunes which never 
fail, in this country, to charm the ear and 
elevate the ſpirits of vulgar patriotiſm. 
But the curtain riſes; and I muſt now, if 
you pleaſe, direct your whole attention to 
the ſtage. As the ſcenes proceed, I ſhall, 
if it be neceſſary, juſt hint to you the lead · 
ing circumſtances of them. 


e The actreſs I have already mentioned 


to you, is at this moment making her en- 


trance, and is received, as you hear, with 
the moſt unbounded applauſe from every 
part of the theatre. She is, as I before 


intimated, the moſt eminent tragedian 
of the preſent day; and has been ho- 


noured with a greater degree of public fa- 
vour, than was ever beſtowed by the Eng- 
liſh nation, on any woman in her ſituation, 
As ſhe proceeds in her part, you will per- 
ceive the progreſs of her power over the 


audience before her. This crowded af- 


ſembly which, when we firſt entered, looked 


ſo Say, will ſoon be diſſolved in one uni- 
4 : verſal 
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verſal ſympathy; and that hum of plea- 
ſure, which preceded the riſing of the cur. 
tain, will ſink into the ſilence of the grave, 
Already you may obſerve, how every coun- 
tenance anſwers to the 275 which ſhe 
awakens in the heart.. Indeed,” aid 
Don Cleofas, I myſelf, who am ignorant 
of the language ſhe ſpeaks, begin to feel 
the aſcendancy of her magic powers; and 
if. the mere tones of her voice, if her looks 
and geſtures have ſuch an effect upon me, 
I cannot be furprized at the influence ſhe 


exerciſes over an audience, who, to the 


power of what they ſee, feel the added 
: charm of what they hear and underſtand, 
Already I perceive many a white handker- 
chief preparing to be moiſtened with the 
ſtreams whoſe ſources ſhe will unlock.” 
Women are eaſily affected, obſerved the 
Demon; “a little ſtage trick will generally 
command their tears; and though there is 
a conſiderable portion of it employed in 
this evening's exhibition, yet, when you 
ſee a 1 body of people, compoſed of the 
5 dif. 
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different ſexes, and conſiſting of perſons of 
every age, temper, and ſituation ; I fay, 
when you ſee ſuch an audience as that 
around you, melted into a general ſym- 
pathetic ſorrow, it would be the moſt ob- 
ſtinate injuſtice not to acknowledge, thar 
the ſkill which is capable of working up 
the ſcene to ſuch an effect, is of a very ſu- 
perior nature. 8 


ce Obſerve that man dreſſed in black,” 
continued Aſmodeus, „ in one of the 
lower boxes oppoſite to us, who is affected 
with ſuch violent emotions, that he is ob- 
liged to retire to a back-ſeat:—he is a great 
law officer, to whom any ſenſibility of a 
tender nature, has never been imputed — 
He paſſes ſentence on the devoted crimi- 
nal without any apparent diſtreſs :—1r pro- 
nouncing the awful fiat of rigid juſtice, 


he was never yet ſeen to ſhed' a tear: 
nay, the execution of that ſolemn duty, 
does not check the ordinary appetite for his 


dinner: Nevertheleſs, the actreſs now on 
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the ſtage ; makes him ſhake from mental 
agitation.“ 5 


SET. verily believe,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
wiping his cheeks, © that ſhe would draw 
tears from the eyes of an inquiſitor.”— 
How that might be,” replied Aſmodeus, 
J ſhall not pretend to determine; but 
this I know, and which is of more conſe- 
quence to her, ſhe draws a very conſidera- 
ble income from the approbation of the 
public.” * She loves money then, perhaps, 
as much as reputation, ſaid Don Cleofas. 
& Much better,” anſwered the Demon, 
* and continually diſcovers the unpleaſant 
ſymptoms of a very narrow ſpirit ; ſhe is only 
great when ſhe is acting; the lady is little 
enough when ſhe returns to herſelf. But, 
perhaps, ſhe may foreſee, what will one day 

happen, that ſhe will perform tothoſe bench- 
_es alone, which are now ſo covered with ad- 
miring ſpectators, and therefore is detemined 
to make the moſt of popular favour while it 
laſts. The * naturally become fatigued 
with 
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a with the repetition of excellence itſelf. This 
lady has a brother alſo, who, without ſcarce- 
ly a natural qualification to make a good 

„ MW actor, conſiders himſelf as one of the firſt 
theatrical performers in the world; and 
has, beſides, got poſſeſſion of an idea, thar 
his critical knowledge of the ſtage is equal 
to his acting. His ſiſter, unfortunately, i is 
of the ſame opinion; and by ſubmitting to 
his judgment, ſhe is daily diminiſhing the 
excellence ſhe had attained "Op the guidance 
of her own. 


10 The actor who performs the princi- 
pal part with her, is a man of education 
and aimable manners ; who, without poſ- 
ſeſſing the firſt claſs. of theatrical talents, 
is a ſenſible, an uſeful, and leading per- 
former; ' though his better parts are in the 
line of comedy. His theatrical character, 
meets with the approbation of the pub- 
lie; and his conduct, as a private indi- 
vidual, has rendered him eſtimable in the 
opinion of all who know him. As for 


E 6 thoſe 
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thoſe who fill up the under parts of the 

piece, they are not worthy of our attention, 

either for their public merits, or their pri- 

vate virtues ; and I will not withdraw your 

attention from the 3 by any 
er! 9 ; 


The play being, at length „ concluded, 
the Demon en Don Cleofas to direct 
his obſervation to a very handſome woman 
in the ſtage- box. That is, ſaid Aſmo- 
deus, a married lady of quality, who is 
a maſt lovely pattern of conjugal affection; 
nevertheleſs. malice had contrived to inſert, 


in one of the public papers, a moſt ſcan- 


dalous and diſgraceful charge of infidelity 
to her lord. Her innocence did not pro- 
tect her from that envy of her ſex, which, 
Ike its ſhadow, waits upon ſuperior beauty; 
and the fabrication ſerved, for a ſhort time, 
to furniſh cmalignity with its daily meal; 
but though the wretched invention was 
ſoon forgotten, and the publiſhers of it ſe- 
verely puniſhed, ſhe has not yet entirely 


recovered 
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recovered her Gintiner flow of ſpirits; and it 


| will be long, perhaps, before ſhe will be 


able to ſmother the remembrance of an 
event, which is ſcarce to be found in any 
memory but her own. 


In the next box is a lady who ſhould 
facrifice liberally to fortune, if the gifts of 
that capricious goddeſs were always accom- 
panied with any thing like a ſolid proſpe- 
rity. She was a kitchen ſervant, out of place, 
who happened to ſit down on a bench in 
St. James's Park, at the very moment when 
a rich, whimſical knight, enraged at the 
unfriendly conduct of his relations towards 
him, took the ſame feat, with a determina» 
tion to aſk the hand of the firſt woman to 
whom chance might give him an opportu- 
nity of making a propoſal. A converſa- 
tion immediately took place between them, 
and the matrimonial offer was no ſooner 
made than accepted! the next morning ſaw 
it completed; and the culinary damſel enter- 
ed at once into the poſſeſſion of wealth, 

honours, 
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| VERY and an huſband. To heighten the 
chagrin of his relations, the Knight en- 
couraged his bride in all the extravagance 
of dreſs andequipage, with which, for ſome 

time, ſhe 1 and amuſed the town; 
and, at his death, which happened in a 
very few years after her marriage, ſhe found 
herſelf the legatee of every thing which it 
was in his power to bequeath. The poor 
ſervant-maid, paſſing through the eclat of 
a ſplendid wife, was now become a very 
wealthy widow. The relations of her late 
huſband, however, inſtituted a claim to 
what ſhe poſſeſſed, and threatened to pur- 
ſue their pretended rights with all the vex- 
ations of the law. Ignorant as ſhe was of 
the world, and alarmed at the menaces of 
theſe people, ſhe ſought protection in the 
arms of a diſſipated man of family; who, 
by becoming her huſband, acquired the 
right of defending her. property from the 
attacks which were made upon it ; and hav. 
ing ſucceeded in confirming the legal poſ- 
_—_— to her, he very naturally took poſ- 


ſeſſion il 
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ſeſſion of it himſelf, and very unceremoni- 
ouſly exerciſed the power he had obtained 
over it, by applying it to the purpoſes of 
his own convenience, and the gratification 
of his own pleaſures. Her life has fince 
been ſuch as might be naturally expected 
ina perſon whoſe mind is uninformed, and 
whoſe inclinations are unreſtrained; and, in 
the opinion of moſt people, her title except- 
ed, it will end pretty nearly as it began. 


In the box adjoining,” continued Aſ- 
modeus, there are a young lady and a 
gentleman, who, by their attentions to each 
other, might be taken for a pair of cooing 
lovers; or, at leaſt, an enamoured couple, 
who were married but yeſterday. They are, 
however, nothing more than brother and 
ſiſter, who live together in the moſt unin- 
terrupted harmony of brotherly and ſiſterly 
affection, He is a good-natured, fiddle- 
faddle man of fortune, with a very weak 
conſtitution; who, having been educated in 


the dreſſing- room of his mother, is now 
transferred 
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transferred to that of his fiſter to whoſe in- 
fluence he is tamely ſubmiſſive, and by whoſe 
gentle counſels he will be perſuaded to ſettle 


upon her the reverſion of his whole fortune; 
that ſhe may marry, and produce thofe heirs 
to the family, which ſhe has, by ſome means 
or other, prevailed on him to imagine, that 
he is not able to procure for himſelf, 


ce The gentleman who is almoſt aſleep 
upon the ſeat behind them, has what is 
called a renter's ſhare in this theatre, which 
gives him a free admittance into any part 
of it :—and though he has not a glimmering 
of taſte, or the leaſt inclination for theatrical 


performances, and no knowledge whatever 
of theatrical merit, he never fails to occupy 


a ſeat here every evening, for no other rea- 
ſon in the world, but becauſe he can have 
it for nothing. 


2 That ſhowy young lady, with brilliants 
ſparkling about her head · dreſs, in the corner 


box, is the wife of a worthy, induſtrious, 
and 


— 
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n. ¶ and flouriſhing merchant; and though ſhe 
lis the daughter of an oilman, in Thames- 
ſtreet, is never happy but when ſhe is paſſing, 
as ſhe thinks, for a woman of faſhion, in a 
ſide · box at the play - houſe. But, according 
to the original conſtitution of things, all 
human happineſs is imperfect, and her tem- 


porary conſequence is interrupted hy the re- 
flection, that ſhe muſt return to the vicinity 


? of the Royal Exchange; where ſhe will 
carry with her a load of diſcontent, to trou- 
cb ve the peace of an huſband, who wiſhes to 
it 


indulge her in every thing, but the quitting 
a buſineſs which is mii him rich in the 
city, for pride, poverty, and W at 
the weſt-end of the town. 


The elderly lady, whoſe eyes are red with 
weeping, and whoſe agitated ſpirits require 
the calming aid of the ſmelling-bottle, has 
plenty of tears to ſpare for a ſcene of ficti- 
tious forrow,—while her heart is hardened 
by pride againſt the real and ſevere ſuffer- 
ings of an amiable daughter; whom ſhe ſuf- 
fers 
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fers to languiſh in a garret, unpitied and un 
aſſiſted, becauſe ſhe married a worthy your 
man in a ſituation of life inferior to her own 

4 But I wiſh you to inform me,” ſaid Du 4 
Cleofas, * concerninga very beautiful woma 
in the box over that of the fair citizen, whok B 
hat is as fincly decorated with feathers, ast. 
head of a Mexican princeſs.” * Alas!” ai. 
ſwered the Demon, © the beauty you ſo mud a 
admire,——the feathers that nod on her brow o 
and the tawdry dreſs ſhe has on, are none ir 
her's. The firſt is borrowed of art, and t i. 
reit is hired to tempt the gain of the ever c 
ing. All the treaſure ſhe poſſeſſed was ef © 
pended to purchaſe the ſeat ſhe now occuif 0 
pies; and, if the lure ſhould fail, ſhe mul 
return her decorations to their uſuriou 
owner, and be left without the means d 
purchaſing a candle to light her to her gar. 


ret. But ſhe 1s only one among a little arm «« 
of meretricious amazons, who have taken ce 
their poſts i in every part of the theatre, in al 


order to make their attacks upon the ae . 
Ml © 
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lu che young, and the folly of the old, of the 
ou other ſex; numbers of whom frequent theſe 
OWn places for no other purpoſe but to meet the 
enemy; not with a view to combat, but to 
Dal». vanquiſhed, and even to purchaſe the 
nan nocturnal chains of a mercenary miſtreſs. — 
hal But we muſt return,” continued Aſmodeus, 
8 the 6c from the audience to the actors. The | 
Uk after-piece is on the point of commencing; 
ual and you will ſoon perceive that the crowd 
g of ſpectators, who were ſo lately melted 
edi into tears by the tragic muſe, will be buzſt- 
ing with laughter at the frolic efforts of her 
IF comic ſiſter. And ſo much,” ſaid Don 
eicleofas, ſmiling, © for the boaſted morality 
of the drama.” 


"© I comprehend you perfectly well,” re- 
plied Aſmodeus; ** you are of opinion that 
all idea of moral improvement is overturn- 
ed, by ſuffering the ribaldry of farce to ſuc- 
eu ceed the gravity of tragedy :—But this is not 
all;—ſo much apprehenſion do the con- 
a ductors of theatrical amuſements entertain 

5 „ 
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of the danger of virtous impreſſions from 
the tragic muſe, that between the acts of 
the beſt tragedies, the dance, which is 
at beſt, but a laſcivious object, is frequent. 
ty introduced.” And your good friends, 
the high-plumed Amazons,” faid Don Cle. 
ofas, they, I fear, are not very aptly 
formed to aid the good effects of theatrica 
inſtruction.” 


« Your ſarcaſm,” anſwered the Demon, 

js not wholly miſapplied. The theatre 
is nee” 4 conſidered as a ſchool of whole- 
ſome inſtruction, and a place of rational 
entertainment ; and as a theoretic deſcrip 
tion, the opinion may not be ill-founded; 
but, taken in all its practical circumſtances, 
and daily conſequences, I, who may arro- 
gate to myſelf ſome knowledge of the mat- 
ter do not heſitate to declare, that the thea- 
tres are, very generally ſpeaking, tit 
ſchools of ſeduction ; and where the cun- 
ning of the ſcene has produced one example 
of averting the influence of vice, or com 
firming 
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ming the energy of virtue, I do moſt 
readily aſſert, that the ribaldry, and what 
is called the wit of the ſtage, with all the 
acceſſory circumſtances of the place, have 
orrupted innocent minds, without num- 
ber, and ſeduced the paſſions of thouſands 
into the dangerous courſes of irregular life. 
But the opening ſcene now demands your 
attention. 


*The young woman who occupies it, 
poſſeſſes ſomewhat of a genteel figure, and 
is rather a favourite with the public:. 


al Though her popularity dees not proceed 
pb much from any very great merit of her 
4; oon, as from her being the beſt performer 


this theatre affords in her line of acting, 
which is that of the woman of faſhion. The 
utmoſt efforts of education are requiſite to 
give to thoſe of high birth and great for- 
tune, the eaſe and dignity belonging to 
their ſtation ; and even they do not always 
acquire it. How then can it be expected 
that a girl, who might be born in a barn, 

| : | and 
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and whoſe ſchool has been a ſtrolling con. 


pany of comedians, can attain what the 
moſt unremitted pains, and the continual 
aſſociation with elegant life, cannot always 
procure? This actreſs, however, would 
pleaſe more if ſhe affected leſs; but this 
affectation rather increaſes than leſſens.— 
It is, indeed, a part of herſelf, and not of 
any character ſhe performs, and ariſes from 
being eternally dangled after by a married 
man of quality, who is ſeparated from his 
wife. Nor does this ideal importance ter- 
minate here: for, either from the fuggeſ- 
tions of her own ſilly vanity, or the pro- 
miſes of his Lordſhip's paſſion, ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſes a certain expectation, whenever he 
ſhall loſe his Counteſs, of ſucceeding to 


WEL Coronet. | 


e But for real comic powers,—for life, 
ſpirit and fun, — for a juſt, diſcriminating 
repreſentation of female foible and folly, 
the actreſs who has juſt ſet the audience in 


a roar, N an unrivalled EMINENCE 
The 


1 
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- Wſhe charming, unaffected humour which 
he gives to the ſcene, is but the counter- 
art of that eaſy pleaſantry with which 
e enlivens the ſociety of her private 
riends, and heightens the native colouring 
f her private virtues. Nature has endued 
er with the power to pleaſe ; and, whether 
n the ſtage or by her own fire-ſide, ſhe 
ever ſwerves from the laws of her kind 
denefaftreſs. She is one, among the very 
ew women of her profeſſion, who have 
aſſed through the fiery ordeal of a theatre, 
1th the well-merited honour of an unſul- 
[ed reputation. 


© The actor who has juſt entered upon 
ne ſtage, has been a long and meritorious 
avourite of the town. In his walk of co- 
edy, and it is rather univerſal, he 1s the 
rſt of his profeſſion. In all his parts he 
ontrives to pleaſe, but in ſome particular 
haracters, he never was excelled, and has 
been very rarely equalled, 


: s« As 


| 


120 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS, 


and debauched people in the nation, from 
a review of whoſe lives, a mind like your 
would derive neither amuſement or in- 


means, anſwered the Demon; I & 


cannot look upon without amazcment=— 


if you were as well acquainted with thema 


tion ſo ill-founded as many others 


« As for the reſt, thou gh moſt of then 
poſſeſs ſome degree of ſubordinate merit, 
they do not deſerve a particular attention, 
The claſs of inferior players forms, in gene. 
ral, a troop of the moſt jovial, abandoned 


ſtruction.” © But will you not, ſaid Dan 
Cleofas, now the play is over, afford 
me a def behind the curtain; By 10 


not wiſh to unfold a ſcene of depravity u 
you, which a moderate Devil, like my; 


In your catholick church,” continued he, 
ce comedians are denied the privilege of f: 
pulture in what is called holy ground; an 


I am, you would not think this ſuperſis 


« Political writers, and our fraternity i 
much obliged to them, have urged the ne 
ceſſity of theatrical amuſements, for the ge. 
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neral benefit of civilized governments :— 


But, political and moral benefits are con- 
tinually at variance; for let the defenders 


of the ſtage ſay what they may, -I repeat 


it, as an indiſputable truth, — that there is no 
place which is ſo completely calculated 
for ſowing the firſt ſeeds of evil in the mind, 
and which offers to the paſſions ſo many 
and ſuch ready temptations, as the thea- 
tres, in their preſent ſtate of regulation. 
The ſong, the dance, and the ſcene, are 
ſtudiouſly formed to call forth, to captivate 
and inflame the more dangerous paſſions, 
while the whole neighbourhood of the thea- 
tre is a public, market for the groſſeſt gra- 
tification of them. I ſhall only detain you 


a few minutes longer, to recommend that 


old man to your notice, who is paſſing 


lowly down the pit, leaning upon. the arm | 


of a youth who is his grandſon. 


This man is the ſon of an artiſan in the 
the country, and was bred to the buſineſs 


of his father; but poſſeſſing a mind ſupe- 
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rior to his ſtation, and having involved 


himſelf in difficulties from relieving the 
diſtreſſes of others, he found it neceſſary, 
as a refuge from his own, to come up to 
London, where he enliſted in one of the 
King's regiments of foot - guards. At that 
time it was a cuſtom to admit perſons be. 
hind the ſcenes of the theatre during the 
performance, and to preſerve order, a ſol- 


dier was placed againſt the frontiſpiece 


on each ſide of the ſtage. This man being 


one of the theatrical centinels of the evening, 


was ſo affected at ſome part of the tragedy 
then in repreſentation, that he burſt into 
tears. This very unuſual - circumſtan e 
caught the attention of the houſe ; and if this 
remarkable inſtance of ſenſibility had only 
produced a momentary applauſe, it would 
have paſſed off, and been ſoon forgotten: 


But it ſo happened, that, among the ſpec- 


tators, there were ſome who thought it 


| diſgraceful in a ſoldier to weep, and had 


not the nulerſtanding to know, or ſenti- 
meat to feel, that courage and compaſſion 
| f are 
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are aſſociate virtues. They therefore in- 
terrupted the applauſe beſtowed on his hu- 
mane feelings, by a loud and obſtinate 


hiſs of difapprobation, which brought on 


an animated conteſt between the applaud- 
ing and diſapproving parties, that conti- 
nued with ſo much violence, as to in- 
duce the officer of the guard to relieve 
the centinel; ſo that the circumſtance 
became a ſubject of public notoriety.— 
A gentleman who was a witneſs of this in- 
tereſting ſcene, was ſo affected at the burſt 
of ſentiment which the ſoldier diſplayed, _ 
that he made the moſt particular enquiries 
concerning him; and was fo well fatisied 
with the information he received, that he 
purchaſed his diſcharge, and not only ſup- 
plied the means of ſetting him up in the 
buſineſs wherein he had been bred, but by 
his recommendations, added to the man's 
own induſtry, made it the ſource of a very 
plentiful ſubſiſtence to him. This buſineſs 
he has, ſome time ſince, reſigned to his ſon, 
and lives upon the ſavings of his former 
5 Ea: labour 
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labour. He has, however, never forgot. 
ten the circumſtance to which he owes his 
preſent comfort, and as the opportu- 
nity offered, has never failed to viſit the 
play-houſe; when he has always regarded 
the ſpot where he once ſtood as a centinel, 
with a degree of ſenſibility which does him 
equal honour with that which made his 
fortune. — He is now, as you may perceive, 
grown old and feeble ; but while he has 
ſufficient ſtrength, he will continue, occa- 
fionally to attend the Theatre, with the 
devotion of a pilgrim, who returns again 
and again to the altar whoſe guardian 
power he believes to have been propitious 
to him. | HH 


c“ But it is now time for us to be gone, 
added the Demon; and we will if you if + 

_ pleaſe, change the mimic ſcenes of the f 
ſtage, for thoſe of real life. Before you g 
return to your hotel, I will-expoſe to your p 
view a few of thoſe which are now perform- b 
ing in the immediate neighbourhood of i: 
this place. | ; 
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IV hat the DEVIL upon Two STicks /hewed. 
Dow CLEorFAs in the Vicinity of the 
Theatre. „„ 


HEY had no ſooner quitted the Play - 
houſe, than the Demon, taking his 
friend by the arm, mounted with him to 
the top of an houſe in the adjoining ſtreet, 
where they were very commodiouſly placed 
to command a view of whatever was going 
forward in that quarter. 


« I ſee a very ſingular kind of 74/e-9- 
ite,” ſaid Don Cleofas, © in a room on the 
firfl floor of the oppoſite houſe, between a 
ſmart, well-dreſſed woman, and an elderly 
gentleman, of a plain, but very decent ap- 
pearance.— Their converſation appears to 
be of ſuch a ſerious nature, that T ſhould 
imagine they had been at the Theatre which 
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we have juſt left, and were conſidering the 
various affecting circumſtances of the tra- 
gedy which was there repreſented.” *© The 
buſineſs that occupies their attention,” in. 
terrupted Aſmodeus, © has ſomewhat of 
a tragical cataſtrophe mingled with it ; tho' 
I am diſpoſed to believe, that it will con- 
vey a comical image or two to your fancy, 
The gentleman is a very reſpectable mer- 
cat, whoſe credit is equal to the firſt of 
_ who tread the ['xchange of London, 

c has been a widower many years—pre- 
lerves a very formal exterior in his man- 
ners—g0oes to church twice every Sunday, 
and is continually warning his young ac- 


quaintance of the danger of ſeduction, and 


the wickedaeſs of the age. But all his piety 
and moral wiſdom does not reſtrain him 
from now and then, paying a quiet viſit to 
che ſnug little brothel in which you now 
ſee on where he nas, this evening, 
met with an old acquaintance, whom he 
little expected to ſee in ſuch a place, and 
who could not ſuppoſe it to be written in 
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the chapter of poſſibilities, that ſhe ſhould 
be introduced to him, on ſuch an occaſion. 
On entering the room, ſhe ſtopped ſhort 
on ſeeing him, and could not help ex- 
claiming, in a tone of the utmoſt amaze- 
ment, Heaven bleſs me,—1s it poſſible, 
© Sir, that it can be you ?—When he re- 
plied, with equal ſurprize, © Heaven bleſs 
© me Nanny! is it poſſible that it can be 
you ?—However, they were both very ſoon 
convinced that their eye-fight, at leaſt, did 
not deceive them. To explain this matter, 
continued the Demon, vou muſt know, 
that Nanny had lived upwards of three years 
as a ſervant-maid, with this worthy gentle- 
man; and as ſhe was young and weil L k- 
ing, he had often caſted an eye of concu- 
piſcence upon her; but her demeanour was, 
at all times, ſo perfectly modeſt and diſ- 
couraging, that he was afraid to riſque the | 
character he ſupported, in making any 
amorous propoſals to her. On the other 
hand, —Nanny, who never made her maſ- 
ter's bed but the wiſhed to partake of it, 
F 4 | was 
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was ſo convinced of his auſtere virtue, and 
the regular, well-controuled arrangement of 
his paſſions, that ſhe never dared to throw 
out the leering lure of invitation to him, for 
fear of being inſtantaneouſly turned out of 
his doors. Tired, however, of the ſober, 
uncheery liſe ſhe led in his family, —Nanny, 
at length, quitted his ſervice, and with a lit- 
tle ſecret aſſiſtance from a journeyman pack- 
er in the neighbourhood, quickly got rid of 
that chaſtity with which ſhe- had been ſo 
long, and ſo unwillingly burthened. From 
that period ſhe has ſupported herſelf by 
the ſale of her charms; and, this night, 
the hypocrite maid, and the hypocrite mal- 
ter, were deſtined to come to a full expla- 
nation with each other, on their ſecret me- 
rits;—and they are, at this moment, mu- 
tually lamenting that they ſhould, both of 
them, be ſuch complete ideots as to have 
paſſed three years under the ſame roof, and 
in a ſtate of daily communication, without 
having diſcovered each others real incli- 


nations. But the more melancholy part 
of 
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of the ſtory reſts with the old gentleman; 
for the three years of Nanny's ſervitude 
wich him, formed a very critical part of 
his life; and ſince they ſeparated, age has 
come ſo faſt upon him, that his viſits to 
this quarter of the town, manifeſt rather 
the depravity of his paſſions, than the pow= 
er r of gratifying them. 


« But with reſpect to depravity, con- 
tinued Aſmodeus, „ the room on the 
ground- floor of the fame houſe affords an 


exhibition that almoſt ſhocks your humble 
ſervant.— The groupe of wanton harlots, 
who are dancing about the room in every 
kind of laſcivious attitude, are thus. em- 
ployed to amuſe the gentleman. who ſits in 
a corner of it, and occaſionally claps his 
hands, as a token of applauſe, when any 
particular or adroit ſtroke of indecency is 
committed or uttered ; for they are all ſing- 
ing as well as dancing; and the language 
of their ſong is in perfect uniſon with the 
motions of their bodies. He is a foreign 
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miniſter, who is fond of diverting himſelf 


in this depraved and abandoned manner, 


with the molt depraved and abandoned wo. 
men that can be procured for the purpoſe, 
% Put, in the name of wonder!” exclaimed 


Don Cleofas, what can be the next feat 
they are commanded to perform ?—for, if 
my eyes do not deceive me, they are all 


preparing, without the leaſt ceremony, 10 
ſtrip off every garment that helps to cover 
them.” Tour ſight,” replied the De- 
mon, is true to its purpoſe;—for his li- 
bidinous Excellence is going to finiſh his 
evening's regale, by ſecing whether the 
laſcivious agility of his figurantes will not 
be encreaſed when they repeat the dance, as 
naked as they were born.“ I am amazed 
that the fiddler himſelf,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
e can ſupport ſuch a ſpectacle of obſcenity; 
but I ſuppoſe, pgor fellow, that neceſſity has 
familiarized him to theſe ſhocking ſcenes; 
or that the bribe is proportioned to the diſ- 
grace of adminiſtering to pk: Do not 
be alarmed, I beſeech you,” anſwered Aſ- 
modeus, 
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modeus, “ for the feelings of the muſician, 
There is a delicacy in the buſineſs, which 
perhaps you may not ſuſpect, — the fiddler, 
employed by his Excellency on theſe occa- 
ſions, is a blind one. 


« Put permit me,” continued he, © to 
transfer your attention to two young wo- 
men in an upper room of the next houſe, 
who have juſt been performing a ſtrange 
and cruel ſacrifice at the altar of libidinous 
paſſion. The favourite lover of one of 
them, to whom ſhe is attached by affection 
as well as intereſt, has been fo long abſent 
in the country, that ſhe 1s afflicted with the 
moſt alarming doubts concerning his re- 
turn and his fidelity. To haſten the for- 
mer, and to preſerve the latter, ſhe has had 
recourſe to a ſuperſtitious rite, waich the 
violence and weakneſs of hope and fear 
appear to have borrowed from what is le- 
corded of the philtres and love- potions of 
the darker ages. For this purpole, a hve 
pigeon has been cut open, its panting heart 
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was then taken from the reeking breaſt, 


and after being trans fixed with pins, caſt 
into the fire and conſumed. They are 
till pale from the working up of this cruel 
charm; not ſo much from the barbarity of 


the buſineſs, as the idea that it is a diabo. 


lical invention: for the Devil, as you well 
know, is the very convenient perſonage 
to whoſe fertile ſpirit of diſcovery man- 
kind are ſo obliging as to attribute. their 
follies as well as their crimes. However, to 
ſuch ſtrange arts and curious ſpells do theſe 
wretched, ignorant females have recourſe, 
to enccurage that hope which is their only 
ſupport, and is continvally threatening to 
abandon them. For, among the moſt li- 
centious of theſe unhappy women, there 
are many who poſſeſs ſuch a rooted affec- 


tion for a particular object, that the idea 


of loſing his regard, diſtreſſes them beyond 
expreſſion, though they encounter all the 
inconveniencies of their wretched and for- 
tuitous life with the moſt depraved inſenſi- 
bility : while there are others of the fame 
: - claſs, 
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claſs, in whom pride, rivalry, and intereſt, 
produce apprehenſions of equal miſery. 
Hence it is, that a life of continual fear, 
and which poſſeſſes no reſource from the 
exerciſe of reaſon, begets the anxious ſu- 
perſtition which makes hourly applications 
to ſigns and tokens, to the oracles of cards 
and advertiſing fortune-tellers, and, ſome- 
times, to ſuch ſtrange ceremonies as I have 
juſt deſfribed, in order to ſooth the har- 
raſſed and debilitated mind with the ſna- 
dows of conſolation, Not that this ſpe- 
cies of folly is wholly confined to this claſs 
of people: there are thoſe, in the more 
honourable ranks of life, who are, at times, 
affected with fimilar weakneſs; ſome amu- 
ling examples of which I ſhall diſcover to 
you, before we have finiſhed our career 
through this metropolis.” * Neverthe- 
lefs,” ſaid Don Cleofas, ſmiling, *©* this 
nation is the moſt enlightened upon the 
face of the globe! It is in the power of 
your logic alone, my good friend, to re- 
concile ſuch a character with the account 
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you have juſt given me.“. Your diſpo- 
ſition to make a ſarcaſtic obſervation,” re- 
plied the Demon, outruns your judgment; 
and to reſtore the latter, I muſt beg leave 
to inform you, that human infirmity is a 
univerſal as the human race, and that even 
the wiſdom of man is only a lefler degree 
of weakneſs. But it may be proper for me 
to obſerve, in my turn, by way of illuſtra- 
tion, that while, in your country, the moſt 
miſerable ſuperſtition is ſeen triumphant, at 
all times, and in all places; while it lives in 
your churches, frequents your palaces, vi- 
ſits the chambers of your coquettes, min- 
gles with the ſtudies of your philoſophers, 
and with the wiſdom of your wife men; 
while it is found in your ſtreets and high- 
ways,—-while your nation gives to it the 
character and ſacred ſanction of religion,. — 


theſe forms of it which I have mentioned, 
are here applied to only by the weak, the 


ignorant, and the wretched ; and even theſe 
applications are made in ſecrecy and ſilence; 
nor would the. verieſt wretch who makes 
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her doubtful appeal to them, acknowledge, 
without a bluſh, that ſhe had any confi- 
dence in them. 


« But let me now,” continued Aſmo- 
deus, ©* requeſt you to look into the firſt- 
foor of the houſe adjoining.” © I ſee,” 
ſaid Don Cleofas, ** a young woman of an 
engaging appearance, who is opening a 
baſket with the moſt eager impatience. — 
Her mourning dreſs becomes her, and is 
put on, I preſume, to decorate a rempo- 
rary widowhood, which the ſated paſſion of 
ſome fickle gallant may have occaſioned.” 
% You never were more miſtaken in your 
like, than in this comjecture,“ - anſwered 
the Demon, “ her lover is conſtancy itſelf, 
and continually riſæs the being turned out 
ol his father's doors, to ſay no worſe, in 
order to court her favour. 


Hie is the ſon of a capital inn-keeper 
in the city, whoſe houſe is a very eminent 
receptacle for public vehicles of every 

| © kind, 
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kind, from various parts of the kingdom, 
and from theſe the young man is continu: 
ally purloining ſome delicacy or other for 
her table: not a week paſſes, but ſome ho- 
neſt citizen is diſappointed at the failure of 
an expected preſent from the country; 
while ſervants are as often diſcharged for 
negle& or roguery by the aſtoniſhed inn- 
keeper, who ſuſpects everybody about 
him of theſe petty thefts but the real 
thief, The baſket which you have ſeen 
opened, contains a fine piece of veniſon, for 
which the ſtomach of a voracious Alder- 
man is craving in vain. As for the lady's 
dreſs, it derives its colour from a cauſe 
which would baffle even your happy ſpirit 
of conjecture. You muſt know then, that 
their Majeſties have lately loſt a German 
couſin, and the Lord Chamberlain's order 
for mourning at the Court of St. James's, 
are moſt regularly agar in the courts of 
Derg lane.” | 


« Well,“ faid Don Cleofas, © this ſelf- 


fame love is a moſt wonder-working ge- 
nius; 
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nius; and, if J am not greatly miſtaken, he 
is playing another of his games in that 
room with yellow furniture, where a young 
lady, leaning on a table, alternately con- 
templates and kiſſes the picture of her lo- 
ver; and as ſhe appears to be diſſolved in 
forrow, I am afraid that the object of her 
affection is either abſent or faithleſs,”— 
« Your conjectures of late,” anſwered Aſ- 
modeus, © have not been fortunate, and 
this is in the ſame predicament. 


Though the unhappy perſon who is the 
object of your preſent attention, inhabits a 
quarter of the town peculiarly conſecrated 
to the votaries of the licentious paſſions, and 
has herſelf been the wretched victim of them, 
there is more real goodneſs in her heart, 
and a more enlarged capacity for virtue in 
her character, than is to be found in many 
of thoſe who poſſeſs the bleſſing of repu- 
tation, becauſe they have never experienced 
the application of thoſe deluſive arts, which 
render an effectual reſiſtance againſt temp 
tation, 
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at the ſight of which ſhe'weeps with ſuch 


excellence; but his preferment in the church 


to make an independent proviſion for his 


employment for his ſon in the Eaft Indies, 
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tation, the moſt arduous effort of female 
reſolution; | 


© The picture ſhe holds in her hand 


deep ſorrow, and preſſes with ſuch lively 
emotion to her lips, is the portrait of her 
father, and was his laſt gift.—He was a 
clergyman, of rare learning, and uncommon 


was too moderate, his benevolence too ex: 
tenſive, and his life too ſhort, to allow him 


daughter. He had, by the interet of an 
erninent London merchant, who had pur- 
chaſed an eſtate in his pariſh, obtained an 


and his daily prayer to Heaven was, that he 
might live to ſee his daughter ſettled in 
ſome way or other that might promiſe a li 


of virtue. But this petition of his heart 


was not granted; and he was taken away 
when a friendleſs ſtate is moſt dangerous 
to female youth. | 

: Believing 
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W that his laſt moments dreẽ- 
Inigh, he called his daughter to his bed- 


ide, and giving her the picture which is 
now the object of her mournful contem- 
plation ;—* Take, ſaid he, this reſem- 
© blance of your dying father; it hung from 
the neck of your mother till ſhe was taken 
from me; and if, when you regard it, it 
* ſhould recall to your mind the counſels 
* of this affecting hour, it may prove, with 
the alliflance of Heaven, a kind of taliſ- 
© man, to preſerve you from the paths of 
error, and keep you firm in the ways of 
virtue. Without entering into a further 


detail, the inſtructions which he had con- 


tinually given her through life, were ſuch 
as Immediately preceded his death. The 
worthy man died in the comfortable hope 


that they would avail to preſerve his child; 


and weeping over his bier, ſſic inale a ſo- 


lemn vow, in ſpite of all diſtreſs, and every 


temptation, to obey thee e are 


the vows. of youth, ſenfibility, and inex - 


perience, in ſuch a world as this they 
enabled 
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enabled her, indeed, to make ſeduction 2 


long and a difficult taſk, but they could 


not finally preſerve her from it. 


ec She had, however, remained upwards 
of a year in the family of an opulent far- 
mer, the friend and pariſhioner of her fa. 
ther, who had kindly promiſed that he 
would take care of her, and her little for- 
tune, till ſome fair opportunity offered of 
ſettling her in the world ; when the ſon of 
the London merchant who had provided 
for her brother in the Eaſt Indies, came 
down into the country to take poſſeſſion 
of the eſtate which, I have already ob- 
ſerved, his father, who was lately dead, 
had purchaſed in the place where ſhe lived, 
He ſaw the young lady, was ſmitten with 


her beauty, and determined to employ 


every means that his paſſion could ſuggeſt, 
to ſeduce her. For this purpoſe a thou- 
fand arts were employed, and baffled; as 
many offers were made, and rejected: at 
length, after a long and fruitleſs purſuit, 
| he 
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he propoſed a ſecret marriage, to which 
ſhe was perſuaded to conſent. Indeed, the 


marriage was ſo ſecret, that no perſon le- 


gally qualified to perform the ceremony 


was preſent at it; for among thoſe who 


aſſiſted at this fraudulent union, ſhe alone 
was pure in heart who was to be the victim 
of it. 


« When this ſtratagem had ſucceeded, 


ſhe was eaſily deceived into his views of 
living in retirement; in which ſituation ſhe 


remained in a mingled ſtate of anxiety and 


contentment, till his public marriage with 


another, opened her eyes upon the melan- 
choly ſtate of diſgrace in which his arts and 
her own credulity had involved her. The 


embaſſadreſs who had been appointed by 
her betrayer to announce this dreadful in- 


formation, and who had been previouſly 
introduced to her acquaintance, for that 
and other wicked purpoſes, was a wo- 
man who, having been long engaged in 
the trade of adminiſtering to licentious 
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pleaſures, poſſeſſed all thoſe arts which ar 
ſo often, and with ſo much ſucceſs employ. 
ed to ſeduce female virtue. Theſe arts ſhe 
did not fail to exert, when the unfortunate 
young woman ſunk into that ſtate of af: 
fliction, which might be ſuppoſed to pol. 
ſeſs her tender and honeſt heart, from the 
barbarous treatment of the man ſhe loved, 
the mortification her pride muft feel from 
ſuch a cruel deception, and the ſenſibility 
of a virtuous mind for the loſs of virtue, 


To heighten the miſery of her fituation, 
ſhe was abandoned by her ſeducer, not 
only to diſhonour, but to want; and in this 
ſlate of diſtreſs, there was no one but this 
infamous woman to whom ſhe could apply 
for counſel or aſſiſtance. To her, there- 
fore, ſhe made application, and in her 
houſe ſhe was invited to find the aſylum of 
friendſhip; when, after a certain period, 
ſet apart for the forms and artifice of con- 
ſolation, the unfortunate victim diſcovered 
that ſhe was gradually forming for a 1:: 
of proſtitution. Without a ſingle ray of 
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hope to gleam on her future proſpe&,— 
not knowing what to do, or where to go, 
with tcars ſtreaming from her eyes, and 
deſpair agitating her heart, ſhe told her 
miſerable hiſtory to a gentleman ; who, 
though he was not introduced to her to 


hear a melancholy tale, was fo affected by 


that which ſhe related, that he perſuaded 
her, as a far leſſer evil of the two, to quit 
the place where ſhe then was, and to ac- 
cept a conditional protection from him, 
which he has ſince afforded her; and ſhe 
now reſides where you ſee her, ſupported 


by him with ſome degree of tenderneſs and 


generoſity. But ſtill ſhe is wretched be- 
yond expreſſion, and has frequently ap- 
proached the reſolution of applying to ſelf- 
deſtruction as the deſperate cure for her 
woes: and were it not for the portrait of her 
father which, as ſhe devoutly contemplates 
it, ſeems to inſpire her with patience to bear 
her miſery a little longer, ſhe would have 


already been the victim of her own deſ- 
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continued Aſmodeus, with the aſſurance 
that her preſent ſufferings are drawing 


ſented as being dead, will ſhortly arrive in 


acquiſition of great wealth, and without the 


will be able to enjoy. 


and avowed exerciſe of it, expoſe his ſiſter's 
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« But I will comfort you, my friend” 


nigh to a period. Her brother, whom the 
accumulated arts of her betrayer had repre: 


England from the Eaſ-Indies, with the 


loſs of his early virtues. His fraternal 
kindneſs will- ſnatch her from her preſent 
miſerable ſituation, and gild the retirement 
to which ſhe will devote her future life, 
with all the happineſs her wounded ſpirit 


e But is there no puniſhment,” exclaimed 
Don Cleofas ; © in this enlightened coun- 
try, for ſuch baſe betrayers of innocence?” 
There is none,” anſwered the Demon, 
adequate to the offence;—and the brother 
of this injured young lady, however ardent 
he may be for revenge, will leave it to the 
hand of heaven, rather than, by an actual 


diſgrace 
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diſgrace to the curious notice, and unfeel- 
ing eye of the public. For though you may 
think, and with great juſtice, that ſuch an 
hiſtory ſhould be made known, to cover 
the author of it with the moſt indelible 


by 8 | . 
ſhame, it is an act of real prudence, —in re- 
gard to the unfortunate lady, — to let the 


guilty tranſaction remain in its preſent ſtate 


of ſecrecy; that her retreat may not be in- 


truded upon by the inconſiderate and buſy 
calumny of a prying and unpitying world. 
But as I perceive your great uneaſineſs that 
ſuch a villain ſhould eſcape puniſhment, 


be aſſured, my friend, that the ſcourge of 


more than human puniſhment will over- 


take him: and I faithfully promiſe you, 


that, within a few days, the ſpirit of juſtice 


which ever ſo nobly actuates your mind, 


with reſpe& to this man, ſhall be fully ſa- 
tisfied, | | 


« But to change the ſubject a little: 


What think you of the ſcene which is act- 
ing in the upper ſtory of the corner houſe, 
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to the left of us.” © There is embracing 
with a vengeance,” anſwered Don Cleofas; 
* the Lady is in actual raptures; and as 
the gentleman appears to be in the dreſs of 


- traveller, I preſume chat he is returned 


from the country, after a long and tedious 
abſence.” He is, indeed, returned from 


the ccuntry, ſaid the Demon; © his abſence, 


however, has only been for a few hours; 
and his journey, but a few miles round the 


metropolis. Nevertheleſs, in the courſe of 


it, he has contrived to eaſe the paſſengers 
in four ſtage-coaches, and as many poſt. 
chaiſes, beſides a few ſolitary horſemen of 
their watches and money. He is no lels 


than a very notorious highwayman; and 


the faithful nymph's raptures proceed from 
having a principal part of the ſpoil thrown 
into her lap. As for the man himſelf, ſhe 
has ſuch a fond and rooted affection for 
him, that after having paſſed the night in 
his arms, ſhe will haſten to give the po- 
lice ſuch information concerning him, that 


he will be very ſhortly taken, condemned 


and 


%. - 
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and hanged: and ſo diſtant is her tender 

nature from feeling any remorſe or com- 

punction on the occaſion, that ſhe will 

read the account of his laſt dying ſpeech 

and confeſſion, with the ſame /ang froid 

with which ſhe has peruſed thoſe of ſeveral 
others of her gallants, whom ſhe has, in 
the ſame manner, careſſed and betrayed. 


0 That gay Miss, in the adjoining 


houſe, is one of the miſtreſles of an old 17 
Dutch Merchant, famous in his day, for 5 
his expenſive gallantries; and who will pre- il 
ſerve ſome remains of his former character 1 | 
to the end of this chapter. Does the 4 


old gentleman then, ſaid Don Cleofas, 
* lean a little to the doctrine of Mahomet, "0 
and keep a ſeraglio? “ He confines him- 7 
ſelf,” anſwered Aſmodeus, * to three ſul- 4 
tanas, beſides his wife. Two of them are 


ſupported in different degrees of elegance, 3 
o- in oppoſite parts of che town; and the third | 
at at a {mall villa, a few miles in the country. 


ed The day of love is paſt with him, and he un 
1 | 3 5 now Til 
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now amuſes himſelf with the whimſical 
idea of making each of his ladies believe 
that ſhe poſleſſes an unrivalled power in 
his heart; and when he viſits them all, 
which he frequently does in the courſe of 
the ſame day, he hugs himſelf i in the dear- 
J purchaſed and idle belief, that they are 
individually ignorant of his other connex- 
ions; and, therefore, extremely careful to 
preſerve the happineſs of his protection. 
This flattering deception ſatisfies the old 
dupe, while each of his damſels maintains 
a favourite gallant at his expence.. His 


wife, who flatters him alſo with appearing 


to be ignorant of his manceuvres, contrives 
to ſolace herſelf, in his abſence, with the 


tender viſits of a young W eſt-India mer- 


chant,” 


« But what a ſcene of confuſion do 1 
ſee in the houſe adjoining,” ſaid Don 
* Cleofas. It is a pleaſant comedy enough,” 
anſwered the Demon; “ a ſober exempla- 


ry young _ paying an evening viſit to a 
Iittle 
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uttle ſecret miſtreſs, has diſcovered his old, 
lecturing, hypocritic father, whom the laſt 
faint flame of a libidinous paſſion had led 
to the ſame place, gaſping for breath in 
the unavailing retreat of a cloaths preſs.— 
This very expected rencontre, occaſions, | 
you may perceive, no ſmall confuſion 
among the parties. But after a little al- 
tercation, the father and ſon will ſhake 
hands, agree to keep the buſineſs a pro- 
found ſecret, and return home together - 1 
the beſt friends in the world. ä | 4 
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« And now, if you pleaſe my dear Sir,” 
continued Aſmodeus, © we will do the 
fame; but with ſomewhat more expedi- 
tion.”—Don Cleofas had ſcarce expreſſed 
his conſent, when he found himſelf ſafely 
landed at the door of his hotel. 
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CHAS. - VI. 


The DEVIL wpon Two Srieks condut?s Don 
CLEO As into the City: An Account of what 
be ſhews him there, 


A Very particular commiſſion had ſo 
engaged the Devil upon Two Sticks, 

that 1t was noon before he could return to 
the ſervice of his friend.“ You are ar- 
rived moft opportunely,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
on ſeeing him enter his chamber, * to dif 
ſipate the alarms I was beginning moſt ſe- 
riouſly to entertain both for you and my- 
Yelf.” © I am in no danger here, an- 
ſwered Aſmodeus, “but from the malice 
of my own brethren, in caſe I ſhould in- 
terfere with their particular departments 
envy and jealouſy being the leading pak 
Gons of our fraternity; but while we remain 
| together, 


IN. ENGLAND» Fr 


together, you may reſt aſſured of my pru- 


dence and precaution. You muſt know, 


however, my good friend, that the parti- 
cular buſineſs of my miniſtry is not car- 
ried on in England with ſuch expedition as 
in your. country, or indeed, in any other 
part of Europe. In France, the women. 
ſcarce embarraſs themſelves at all about 
reſigning their conjugal fidelity: It is 
not the how and the when, but the whom, 
which gives them a moment's uneaſi neſs 
fo that I have nothing to do, but to bring 
an agreeable object before them, and the 


buſineſs is completed. You know the faci- 


lity of theſe arrangements in Spain as well 
as myſelf; but in this cold climate of reaſon 
and good ſenſe, the taſk of undermining. 
the fabric of female virtue is oftentimes ex- 
tremely difficult. Ever ſince I parted from 


you, I have been renewing my endeavours 


to deſtroy one of theſe little fortifica- 
tions; in which attempt I have been hi- 
therto ſo unſucceſsfull, and ſee ſo little pro- 
bability of attaining my ends, that if I had: 
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not received directions from a ſuperior 
power to continue my operations, I ſhould 
without heſitation raiſe the ſiege. 


The lady's name is Amanda; her huſ- 
band, whom ſhe was perſuaded by her pa- 
rents to marry when ſhe was very young, 
treats her with neglect. She ſees and feels 
it, but acts as if ſhe was, what I mult ac- 
knowledge ſhe well deſerves to be, the ob. 
ject of his moſt faithful affection.— This, 
however, is not all :— There is a moſt arni- 
able and accompliſhed gentleman, an in- 
timate friend of the family, whoſe name is 


Sempronius, for whom ſhe has long enter- 


tained a much greater regard than ſhe her- 
ſelf ſuſpects. She little thinks what the 
real ſtate of her mind is, when ſhe frequent- 
ly ſays, in the ſecret moments of her dil- 
treſs, © Alas! if I had been married to ſuch 
a man as Sempronius, how happy ſhould I 


have been.“ He is alſo deeply enamoured 
of her; but ſuch is his opinion of her vir- 


tue, 
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tue, that though the impulſive moment 
of ardent paſſion does ariſe, he dare not ex- 
poſe it, even to the moſt diſtant ſuſpicion, 
leſt it ſhould baniſh him for ever from the 
friendſhip of an heart that he highly values, 
and which he believes to be impregnable 
to the more tender ſolicitations. This 
was a ſcene, as you will readily perceive, 
in which I was formed to take a very ac- 
tive part: Both parties appeared to want 


a little of my aſſiſtance, and I was prepared 


to give it, to the full extent of my power.“ 


« At this time Amanda's huſband is gone 


into the country, and has taken a little - 


vulgar drab of a miſtreſs along with him. 
Of this mortifying circumſtance I took. 
care, by the aid of a good-natured female 
friend, that ſhe ſhould be fully informed; 
and yeſterday evening, when Sempronius 
drank tea with her, I had contrived that he 
ſhould appear more amiable in her ſight 


than he had ever done before. In ſhort, 


I now began to entertain the hope that ano- 
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ther meeting of this kind would com. 
plete the buſineſs. — However, that no aid 
might be wanting on my part, I paſſed the 
night by her bed-ſide; and while I alter- 
nately raiſed her paſſions, -and alarmed her 
pride, I preſented the form of Sempronius 
continually to her fancy. In an amorous 
dream, which I alſo inſpired, ſhe ſaw him 
at her feet, and a. the force of 
her paſſion for him. 


In the morning ſhe aroſe, agitated and 
unhappy, and the firſt object that ſhe 
ſaw on her dreſſing table, was a billet from 


'Sempronius, dictated by me, which pro- 
poſed, in terms of more than common 


animation, to repeat the 7e/e-a-7ete of the 
preceding evening. She opened it with 
ſome emotion,—read it twice, threw it, 
after a moment's heſitation, into the fire, 
and formed an immediate reſolution to re- 
ceive no viſitor whatever but her near 
relations, during her huſband's abſence. 
She then rang the bell with ſome violence, 
and gave the moſt poſitive orders for that 

pur- 
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purpoſe. Though I was ſurprized, I did 
not deſpair, till I ſaw the ſun-ſhine of vir- 
tue beam on her countenance, and heard 
her order her breakfaſt to be taken up into 
the nurſery, that ſhe might N it with: 
her children; 


« At this moment I'flew to you, to renew 
our daily perigrination.” * Well,” ſaid 
Don Cleofas, many and great as my 
obligations are to my friend, I cannot 
but expreſs a moſt ſincere ſatisfaction that 


this amiable woman has eſcaped him.“ — 
« Bur, if you had been Sempronius,” ſaid 


the Demon, © what would then be your 
opinion?“ Why, then,” anſwered Don 


Cleofas, I-ſhould be deeply in love, and 


fit for a Devil to work upon. Neverthe-- 


leſs, with all my ſenſibility to the ſarcaſm 
of your queſtion, I would willingly make 


a-long pilgrimage. to ſee the woman who: 
has ſo completely got the better of you.” 
© Within theſe few days,” replied Aſmo- 
deus, © you {hall enjoy that pleaſure with- 


out the. trouble of ſuch a journey: .— 
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At preſent, we will, if you pleaſe, proceed 
on our morning's tour, and ſee what amuſe- 


ment the buſy ſcene of mercantile life will 
afford you. 


« That ſuperb building,” ſaid Aſmode- 
us as they paſſed along the Strand, ** con- 


tains a neſt of public offices. But it will 


intereſt us only as a part of it is devoted to 
the Royal Academy of painting and ſculp- 


ture. At preſent, however, I ſhall paſs it 


by, with a promiſe to introduce you to the 
firſt public meeting of the artiſts who com- 
poſe it. That aſſembly will be found to 


contain ſome intereſting and ſingular cha- 


racers among the painters of this country; 
which I ſhall not fail to expoſe in colours 
: equal to their own. 


\ 


5 That gate before us,“ continued he, 
as they proceeded on their walk, is called 
Temple Bar. It forms the limits between 


the cities of London and Weſtminfier; and 


when the King goes at any time, in ſtate, 
into 
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into the city, this cate is ſhut, till the offi- 
cers who precede his Majeſty have made a 


formal demand of admiſſion. This miſera- 
bleremnant of uſeleſs pride, affords the only 
reaſon that can be aſſigned for the folly of 


the corporation of London, in ſuffering it to 


remain a daily, and even a dangerous ob- 
ſtruction to the principal entrance into their 
city. It has only ſerved to expoſe the heads 
of traitors, which were fixed on poles erect- 
ed on the top of it. But there is NO rea- 
ſon whatever to ſuppoſe that it will again 


be adorned with ſimilar trophies of national 


juſtice. The people of this country are 
now too united and too happy to rebel. 
They enjoy the liberty of ſpeaking their 
ſentiments, on all political ſubjects; and 
individuals may grumble and complain 
wichout reſerve, if they feel any public 
meaſures unpleaſant to themſelves: but 


ſuch diſpleaſure, though ſometimes loud, is 


always partial, and ſoon evaporates. There 
are ambitious men in this country, as there 
have 
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have been in every other; who, with great 
talents, poſſeſs an ardent love of power: 
thoſe men have their adherents, who, with- 

out principle and without fortune, attach 
| themſelves to their leaders, in the hope of 
aiding their elevation to high ſtation, and 
| ſharing in the emoluments of it. Such men 
may forma party who will thwart the viſeſt 
meaſures of government, and oppoſe even 
the beſt intereſts of their country, to drive, 
if poſſible, a miniſtry from their poſts, in 
order that they may be called to fill them; 
But influenced as they may be, by ſuch an 


audacious paſſion as ambition, or goaded 


by ſuch an impelling principle as neceſſity, 
they well know that it would prove the 


deſtruction of all their proſpe&s, if they 
were to venture beyond the limits of that 


good order which. is a conſtituent part of 
true liberty. 


But to put an end to our political mo- 
raliz ing let me intreat you to obſerve, 
how well furniſhed all theſe ſhops appear 


to 


r 
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to be with goods of every ſort, and purcha- 
ſers of every kind. What animation in 
the looks, and activity in the motions of 
thoſe who are employed in the ſervice of 
them. It may ſurprize you, perhaps, but 


ſmall as theſe houſes may appear to you, 


the annual rent of many of them would 


give pomp, as well as plenty, to a proud 


Hidalgo of your country. You are now 
in the tumult of trade, — the throng which 
you can hardly penetrate, and the number 
of carriages which perplex our progreſs, 
are all, more or leſs, concerned in it.“ — 
Indeed, ſaid Don Cleofas, ** if it were 
not for your aſſiſtance, I ſhould be trod- 
den under the feet of the one, and deafened; 
by the clatter of the other. 


© If this buſtling kind of walking,“ 
ſaid the Demon, is diſagreeable to you, 
have intereſt enough, I believe, to pro- 
cure a coach for you in a: moment.” 1 
humbly thank you,” anſwered Don Cleo- 


tas, © but the accident which that elegant 
equipage 
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equipage has this moment encountered 


has rather put me out of conceit with the 
mode of conveyance you are ſo kind as to 


| Propoſe. Did you not ſee how that loaded 
cart tore the painted wheel from its axle. 
tree, and threatened the gilded carriage it- 


ſelf with deſtruction, not to mention the 
poor, aftrighted gentleman within it?“ 


« He is a very eminent merchant,” ſaid 


the Devil upon Two Sticks, © who is go- 


ing from his fine houſe at the faſhionable 


end of the town, to his accompting-houſe 


in the city, and is threatening the car- 
man moſt vehemently with a proſecution 
for an accident, which aroſe from the im- 
pertinence of his own coachman ;—not 
chuſing juſt now to remember, that to 
carts, and machines of a ſimilar convey- 
ance, he is, in ſome degree, indebted for the 
very coach whoſe fracas fo violently enrages 
him. It is not, however, the expence 
of ſuch an accident that affects him:— 


His . proceeds from the mortifica- 


tion 
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tion of being obliged to walk through 
he BW thoſe very ſtreets where he himſelf and 
to his forefathers have carried parcels under 
xd WE their arms, and ſome of them, perhaps, — 
e- WW burdens on their backs. As a merchant, 
eis perſon of moſt eſtabliſhed credit, — 
as a man, he is proud, ſupercilious, and 
unfeeling. His father was a ſoap-boller, 
of good character; but it is from his uncle, 
who bred him up, and to whoſe fortune, as 
well as buſineſs, he ſucceeded, that he de- 
rived his wealth; and by ſome connexions 
he made in marriage, his perſonal impor- 
tance has been very unexpectedly aug- 
mented. He is now, indeed, a very great 
man, — talks of his landed property, —boaſts 
of veniſon from his park, —game from his 
manors, and pines from his hot-houſe; and 
tells his city friends how glad he ſhall be 
to fee them, when they come into the 
neighbourhood of St. James's.—Aſks ſome 
of them to dine with him the following 
week, and gives them the choice of any 
day except four, when he is particularly 
engaged 
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engaged with a noble lord of his acquaint 
| ance, half a dozen Members of Parliament, 
and two or three other perſons of great con- 
ſequence in Adminiſtration, who have in. 
vited themſelves to take a family dinner 
with him. But with all his wealth and 
conſequence, he cannot alter the nature of 
things; and many good-humoured people 
will never ceaſe to remember the dunghill 
that produced the gilded bug. His bro- 
ther, alas! inherited the trade of their com- 
mon father,—and is now a ſoap-boiler. 


. But what ſtupendous and magnificent 

ſtructure is this, which we are now ap- 
proaching,” exclaimed Don Cleofas,— 
& It is the Cathedral of St. Paul, and the me- 
tropolitian church of Great Britain: except 
that of St Peter's, at Rome, it is the fineſt 
church in the world. But as you will be 
able to examine its beauty and magrif- 
cence at another opportunity, and without 
my aſſiſtance, we will not interrupt the 
progreſs of the day, by ſtopping t 


con- 


0 


conſider it. Beſides, to tell you the truth, 
it is not in my department. The Demon 
of hypocriſy has the ſuperintendance of all 
places of public worſhip, where he is fully 
employed: and if I am permitted to perch 


in any of them for a few minutes, it is 


ſolely by his permiſſion, to direct the looks 
and ogles of young people, and to open 


the prayer-books of the unmarried women 5 


in that page which contains the marriage 
ceremony; ſo that, inſtead of liſtening to 
the voice of the preacher, © preach he never 
ſo wiſely,” they may make little intereſting 
ſermons for themſelves, from the well- 
known text of © encreaſe and multiply,” 


t Obſerve, I beg of you,” continued 
Aſmodeus, © that ſpruce, well-dreſſed, high- 
y powdered gentleman, in a green frock, 
who is croſſing the way towards us. What 


a ſelf complacent ſmile fits upon his coun- 
tenance, and with what caution he treads, 
left he ſhould [poll the japan of his ſhoes, 
ar of THe the ſnowy whiteneſs of his ſilk- 

ſtock- 


IN ENGLAND, 163 


1 
* 
5 
4 
c 
' 
9 
; 
N 
1 
3 
755 
1 * 
# 
+ 
It 
* 
4 
(| 
* 
: 
o 
3 
ö 


3 ö 
10 
. 
4 
vn 
7 
ui 
K®7 
EP] 
= 
N 
N. 
FB 
Me! 
5 
17 
J. 
2 
* 
14 
3 
0 7 
3 
* 
4. 
A 1 
o 
PA 
1 
Wi 
4B 
it L 
0 
R k 
ay 
: * 
1 
14 
4: 
| 4200 
1 
11 
Ws 
13. 
1 
is 
% 
* 
: 
Rac. 
1 
4» 
* 
Br 
* 0 
bs 
" 
* 
5 
WW 
RY 
1 
0 
Wt 
* 
q 


7 — RS 
- p 


— Was 
Yo. ISS, > tx — 


_ TY 


164 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 


ſtockings. He is the natural ſon of an 
eminent Ruſſia merchant, and by profeſſion 
an inſurance-· broker and underwriter of 
ſhipping; who, without five grains of real 
underſtanding, has won his way to wealth 
and profeſſional conſequence, by the prac: 
tice of that univerſal good-humour and 
ſubmiſſive diſpoſition, that ſerves to Hatter 
the vanity, or ſupply the leſſer wants of ſu- 
perior ſituation. His natural and acquired 


connections raiſed him, by degrees, to a 


conſiderable portion of buſineſs ; and ha- 
ving elevated himſelf, by an aſſiduous ci: 
 vility, from little better than the contempt, 
to the regard of a lady, the widow of an 
honeſt, but unſucceſsful merchant; he ſuc- 
ceeded her former huſband, who had been 
his intimate friend, in the matrimonial 
poſſeſſion of her. Her connections being 
very conliderable, he immediately roſe into 
mercantile importance, grew into wealth, 
got government contracts, engages for 
loans, has built an elegant villa on the 
banks of the Thames, and as he views 

the 
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an the paſſing veſſels, vaunts, with conſcious 


pride, that at leaſt a fourth part of all that 
of ail beneath his view are inſured by him. 
ne conſiders himſelf in the firſt line of 


faſhionable citizens, gives his name to every 
lit of public benefactions, and apes all the 
luxurious faſhions of elegant life, Having 


other capital widow, and has taken a very 
weſt end of the town. But wealth and good 


weak minds, —and he now thinks that he 
ought to be a member of Parliament: but 


ſtances of his birth have an unpleaſant ten- 
dency to prevent.” He may conſole him- 
ſelf, at leaſt,” ſaid Don Cleofas, © that he 
vill leave a princely fortune behind him.” 
That is,” obſerved the Demon, © by no 
means a certain dependence; for it frequent- 


ſpeculators who have begun the world with 
nothing, and, from fortuitous circum- 
| | ſtances, 
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fortune beget an increaſe of ambition in 


that advancement the mortifying circums 
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ſtances, have paſſed a number of interme. 
diate years in all the luxury of wealth, qui 
life in much the ſame ſituation |} in which 
they began „„ 


That huge, heavy edifice,” ſaid Aſmo- 
deus, as they paſſed along, is the Mar- 
ſion- houſe of the chief magiſtrate of London. 
It is as inconvenient and taſteleſs within, a 
it is diſguſting without. When a building 
of this nature was firſt propoſed to be ered. 
ed, many plans were preſented by artiſts af 
great merit and character; but the wiſe cor- 
poration of this city, with a moſt judicicu 
and liberal ſpirit of preference, determined, 
without heſitation, in favour of a deſign 
Which was not only very much interior t0 
the reſt,” but, as you ſee, a diſgrace to ar: 
chitecture itſelf, merely becauſe it was pro 
duced by the wonderful genius of one of thei 
oꝛon mo” 


c And what place, I pray you, Is thi 


which we are now entering, ſaid Do 
Cleofas 


IN ENGLAND. 167 


ne. Clcofas, © where there appears to be as 
Juit crouded an aſſembly of people as is uſually 
ich Ween at our bull-feaſts, in the great ſquare, 
at Madrid.” © This is the Royal Ex- 
change,” replied the Demon, „ which 
may be called the throne of Britiſh com- 
merce. Here the merchants aſſemble at 
2 certain hour every day to arrange their 
reſpective buſineſs with each other, and to 
regulate, as it were, the trade of the world. 
The ſtatues of the Britiſh Kings, which 
adorn this place, ſeem to look down with 
an air of complacence upon the grand ſup- 


Britiſh crown. 


ce The ſtatue in a niche between the co- 
lonade, is of another kind: lt was erected 
by the merchants of London, in honour of 
one of themſelves; who, as a citizen, a 
magiſtrate, and a repreſentative in Parlia- 
ment, had, with great zeal, ability, and ſuc- 
ceſs, defended the rights of trade, extended 
the limits of commerce, and ſupported the 
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privileges of his fellow-citizens. © This 
upright and venerable man, lived many 
years after this highly merited token d 
public regard was placed where you noy 
ſee it, and remains a ſingular example of 
a ſtatue, or inſcription being raiſed to 2 
living character, which (ſuch 1s the uncer. 
tain tenure of popular favour) the ver 
perſons who commanded its erection, did 
not wiſh to pull down or efface before his 
death, the virtues of whoſe life it was it» 
tended to perpetuate. 

Hut we ſhall be enabled to take a bet. 
ter view of this commercial croud,” faid 
Aſmodeus, and make our obſervations 
upon ſome of the individuals: that compoſe 
it, with more eaſe, if we perch on one of the 
balconies above us.“ In a moment Don 
Cleofas found himſelf looking down upon 
the mercantile aſſembly; and the Demon 
immediately directed his attention to a little 
man, in a grey coat, who was engaged in 
| e deep 


3 


IN ENGLAND, 169 1 

deep converſation with an Armenian Mer- y 
chant. | | ; 

« That petſon,” ſaid he, © is a Jew, 9 

who poſſeſſes one of the firſt places in the : 

ſynagogue of this nation, and is a character 1 

of credit and confidence in the place where = 

he now ſtands; both of which he deſerves F 

as little as the loweſt pilferer of his tribe.— 3 

But he well knows the neceſſity of keeping 4 

a ſecret, —the divulging of which would a 

undo him; and he will contrive to carry | 

the credit that is built upon it to his grave. 21 

et. | | : 

al You muſt know then, that, ſome years 

ons ago, he became a bankrupt, a misfortune | a 
oe which the moſt active, ſkilful, or conſcien- ö 
tie tious trader, cannot always avoid; and he 1 


0B contrived to make his creditors and the 
vorld believe, that though his commerce 4 
101 had been unſucceſsful, his conduct had, q 


tt been without reproach, He Was, however 5 
1 playing a deep, and dangerous, though it 
ce 


proved a fortunate game; for according to [. 
> Vol. I. | H the A 
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the laws of this country, the bankrupt who 
conceals any part of his effects from his 
creditors, is liable to the ſevereſt penalties 
of them; and this very concealment he 
ventured to practiſe, When he appeared 
before the commiſſioners, to confirm the 
truth of the ſchedule he had delivered of his 
property by an oath, he took the watch from 
his pocket, and gave the cane from his 
hand, and ſwore that he had given up his 
all; and he ſwore moſt truly: but as it is 
uſual to return to perſons in his ſituation, 
their little perſonal trinkets, whatever they 
may be, the watch and cane were returned 
to him by the unſuſpecting creditors, who 
could not pothbly divine, that the hollow 
part of the latter contained bank-notes to 
the amount of ſeveral thouſand pounds — 
Thus he- fulfilled the exterior obligations 
which the law required -was the pity of 
thoſe very people whom he defrauded—got 
egally rid of all his debts, and remained in 
poſſeſſion of a very conſiderable capital, 


which he drew forth in ſuch a manner, as 
* 


wW Fo 
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to evade all poſſibility of ſuſpicion. The 


fruit of this fine ſtroke of knavery, is a 
ſtate of proſperity, which integrity is not 
often known to attain. 


5 The little man, with a long noſe and a 
large roſe to his hair, juſt beyond him, is 
one of the ſame nation; who affects great 
liberality of ſentiment, diſdains all partial 


preference, and declares himſelf the votary 


of univerſal benevolence. As a proof of 
this diſpoſition of mind, he has lately pre- 


| ſented a ſuperb ſet of New Teftaments to 
the chapel of a public hoſpital : but the 


donor's name, 1n large golden characters, 


on their ſplendid covers, proclaims the filly 


vanity that governed this eccentric act of 
generoſity, and directs every action of his 
life. The perſon to whom the Jew appears 


to be making ſuch repeated acknowledg- 
ments, is flattering him upon the ſubject 
of his Chriſtian donation, with a view to an 


invitation to dinner, in which he has this 
moment ſucceeded ; ſo that the vanity of 
_ 2 the 


172 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 


the one, and the appetite of the other, will 
be equally gratified, | 


The pleaſant looking man, whom you 
ſee, in the ſame quarter, dreſſed in blue, 
who is ſhaking hands with every one around 
him, is another of the tribe of Judah; but 
a perſon of general eſtimation, as well as of 
great wealth. He has lately ſubſcribed, in 
a very generous manner, to the rebuilding 
the pariſh church of the village where he 
Has a country-houſe. But this donation 
was not the offspring of pride or vanity, 
or any intereſted paſſion, but proceeded 


from that ſublime ſentiment that God is 


the Father of all, and that the ſincere wor- 


ſhip of every religion, promotes his glory, 


and tends to complete the wiſe deſign of 
his providence in creating the world. 


« The perſon immediately beneath us, 
in a round hat and boots, with a whip 
in his hand, is a merchant, who, by ſome 
bold and keen ſtrokes in trade, has riſen 

SR ſuddenly 
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faddenly into wealth. He is juſt going 
out of town, to an eſtate he has purchaſed 
at a few miles diſtance, where he is now 
building a very handſome villa. The firſt 
ſtone of this edifice was laid about three 
months ago; but, ſuch is the uncertain 
ſtate of human affairs, that before it can be 
glazed, the maſter of it will be in his cof- 


* The man with whom he is engaged 


in converſation, is an architect; who, with 


ſome little genius, a great ſhare of prudence, 


and the moſt perſevering induſtry, has raiſ- 


ed a very large fortune. He was bred a 
ſculptor, and in that difficult profeſſion, 
would never have riſen above mediocrity; 


but when he was already advanced in life, 


it appeared to him that there was a moſt 


favourable opening for an enterpriſing ar- 


chitect in this country: — He, therefore, 
commenced that profeſſion; and though 
he, at firſt, built ſome houſes without ſtair- 
caſes, and was guilty of ſimilar blunders in 
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the erection of others, yet, by unremitting 
induſtry, and adopting a novelty of ſtruc- 
ture, he advanced himſelf into very great 
employment; and, by the force of his per- 
ſevering genius, he will leave behind him 


ſome monuments of his architectural ſkill, | 


that will preſerve his profeſſional name 


both from contempt and oblivion. 


« The little man who is puſhing through 
the crowd, and has a nod, a ſmile, er a 
compliment for very one he paſſes, is 
an adventurous ſtock-brokgr. His head is 
full of nothing but fine houſes, elegant 
equipages, and all the trappings of luxuri- 


ous life: For if the public funds remain 
at their preſent price till next Monday, 


and there is no apparent reaſon why they 
ſhould fall, he will be ſixty thouſand 
pounds richer than he 1s at this moment : 


but, alas! he is on the verge of ruin.ä—4 


ſmall party of bank directors are, at this 
moment, forming a ſcheme for the advan- 


age of certain individuals, which will give 


ſuch 
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ſuch an unexpected turn to the buſineſs, as 


will darken all his golden proſpects; and, 


on caſting up his accounts on Monday 


evening, he will find himſelf a debtor for 


twenty thouſand pounds more than he has 


the means to pay. This ſort of men com- 
pole the gamblers of commerce, who raiſe 
into ſudden riches without reſpect, or fink 
into as ſudden ruin without commiſera- 
tion. 


te The tall, elderly gentleman,” continued 
Aſmodeus, ** who ſtands at the left of the 
ſtatue in the centre of the Exchange, and 
is, at this moment, enlivening himſelf with a 


pinch of ſnuff, is of a very different claſs. 


He is that truly reſpectable character, of 
which it muſt be acknowledged there 
are many in this oreat city, that en- 
nobles commerce. Such is the nature of 
his concerns, and ſuch his ſkill and 
integrity in conducting the courſe _ © 


them, that his private advantage may be 


truly conſidered as a public benefit. 
H 4 By 
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By the commercial exertions of ſuch men, 
the public wealth is augmented, general 
' induſtry is rewarded, and growing manu» 
ſactures encouraged ; and they become, az 
it were, the chief ſprings of that grand com- 
mercial machine which diſpenſes, through 
all the channels of individual induſtry and 
ingenuity, ſo much benefit to general ſoci- 
ety, and tends ſo effectually to increaſe the 
national proſperity. 


The Britiſh merchant ſitting in his ac- 
compting-houſe, and arranging his con- 
cerns of his extenſive commerce, is an ob. 

| je, whether we conſider him in a political 

or philoſophical view, of the firſt. reſpect 
and conſideration. At the moment that 
he commands the produce of. the diſtant 
world to flow into his warehouſes, he for- 
wards the cultivation.of his own country, 
ſets the wheel of the Britiſh manufacturer. 
in motion, holds forth the reward of in- 
duſtry to the active, and animates, by his 
encouraging liberality, the exertions of ge- 
nius; while every wind that blows, ſerves 
| : 0 
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to quicken the progreſs of his numerous 
ſhips to ſome or other of their various deſ- 


tinations in the different quarters of the 


globe. How ſuperior is ſuch a man, in 
the eye of reaſon and of Heaven, to the 
Noble of a thouſand years, who has received 
his hereditary poſſeſſions without a ſingle 


effort of his own, and enjoys them, even in 


the moſt favourable deſcription, under the 
influence of hereditary pride, elegant paf- 
ſion, or refined luxury ! 


« But what 1s that little man,” ſaid Don 
Cleofas, “ with his wig ſo finely powdered, 
who is now buſtling through the crowd, 


with ſuch apparent impatience?” He is 


a very buſy, talkative tradeſman,” replied 
Aſmodeus, © who is haſtening to a Coffee- 


houſe to get a glaſs of bitters, for the pur- 


poſe of giving a very keen appetite, a more 
than common keenneſs, in order to do his 
duty at an elegant dinner, of which he is 
this day to partake. He is one of the com- 


mon- council of this city, and has joined his 


brethren of the ſame ward with himſel, in 
1 paying 
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paying their alderman, who is at this time 
Lord-Mayor, the compliment of inviting 
him to a public dinner given by themſelves, 
Theſe men are all tradeſmen, who com- 
plain moſt bitterly of the ſcarcity of money, 
the weight of taxes, the progreſs of luxury, 
and the dulneſs of trade; and have, there- 
fore, conſulted a very wiſe ceconomy in 
the propoſed entertainment, by ordering it 
at ſo low a price as ten guineas a head,” 
« Pray explain to me,” ſaid Don Cleo- 
fas, © the buſineſs of a man whom I have 
obſerved in different parts of the Exchange, 
ſpeaking to different people, and as con- | 
tinually noting ſomething in his pocket- 
book, which he carries openly in his hand.“ 
That is the printer of a newſpaper,” an - 
ſwered Aſmodeus, © who continually fre- 
quents this place to collect articles of in- 
telligence. He is now minuting one of a 
very curious nature, of which he has not 
knowledge ſufficient to diſcover the object, 
and for which he bows as thankfully as if 
fa he 

2 | 
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ke could prove it to be true. It was com- 
municated to him by an arch, little dry- 
falter, and affirms, that- the reaſon of the 


King of Pruſſia having ſent a large body of 


Wallachians into his duchy of Lepſberg, on 
the Danube, is on account of the Emperor 


having demanded of the King of Poland, 
part of the northern province of Farthing- 


mania, with its harbour on the iſland of 
Cyprus, in the Archipelago. With this im- 
portant intelligence he will haſten home, to 
give it immediately to the preſs; and if it 


were not for the perſon who corrects it for 
him, and who, on looking into the geogra- 


phical dictionary for the ri ght orthography 


of Farthingmania, will diſcover that there 
is no ſuch place, — this curious paragraph - 
would actually appear to — the ey 


litics of to-morrow. 


« The tall, thin man,” continued*Aſmo« 
deus. immediately beneath us, who is 
talking with ſo much earneſtneſs to the lit- 
tle 2 around him, was lately & 


H * tradeſman 
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tradeſman of ſome eminence, whoſe houſe | 


and warehouſes, with all their contents, 
were, about a week ago, confumed by fire. 
He is relating the hiſtory of his misfortune 
with a degree of ſenſibility: of which his 
audience has no idea.—The love of good- 


living, and a partiality to convivial enjoy- 
ments, having outrun his commercial pro- 


fits, he found himſelf in ſuch a ſtate of em- 
barraſſment, that, in order to avoid the diſ- 
grace of bankruptcy, he determined to ſet 


his houſe on fire, and to avail himſelf of a 
policy of inſurance, to receive much more 


than he had loſt; by which means, with 
the aſſiſtance of his numerous friends, he 
hoped to begin the world again with every 


proſpect of ſucceſs, and the entire preſerva- 


tion of his public charatter :—He, there- 
fore, contrived to ſet a barrel of oil in 


flames, in one of his warehouſes, Which, 


communicating very rapidly in the preciſe 
direction that he wiſhed, ſoon left him 
without houſe or merchandize.— But as 
even honeſt men often fail of ſucceſs, ſo the 

rogue 
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rogue is ſometimes the dupe of his own 
artifice. His ſon, though particularly di- 
rected by him to that effect, had neglected 
to renew the policy of inſurance, fo that 
the loſs is all his own; and his only con- 
ſolation ariſes from the reflection, that he 
cannot now be ſuſpected of the heinous 
crime which he had committed: but this, 
as you may ſuppoſe, is not very great; for 
however he may tell the ſtory of his miſ- 
fortunes, he curſes, in his heart, the fatal 
neglect, by which he has loſt every thing in 
the world, —but his reputation! | 


« A little beyond this honeſt, but un- 
ſucceſsful tradeſman, you muſt diſcover a 
perſon rather of a mean appearance, who 
holds a large golden-headed cane immedi- 
ately under his chin, and is converſing with 
a man dreſſed in ſhabby black, and who 
has the air and look of a clergyman. —He 
is a Scotchman, and a merchant of great 
conſideration; and is one of thoſe men, a 
character not uncommon among his coun- 

Oe trymen, 
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trymen, who, by an active and perſevering 
induſtry, have riſen from the loweſt ſituz 
tion of menial ſervice, to the higheſt rank 
of the mercantile profeſſion. As there are 
ſome ſingular features in his hiſtory, which 
will unfold, in ſome degree, a very pre- 
vailing characteriſtic of the Scotch nation 
I ſhall amuſe * with an haſty ſketch 
of 1 it. 


« Born of the loweſt claſs in his own 
country, and ſeeing no proſpect there of 
railing himſelf into any thing better, he 
determined to follow the example of thou: 
ſands of his countrymen, in ſeeking a 
better fortune in the capital of England. 
For this purpoſe, he bid adieu to his na- 
tive city, and ſet out on foot, with the hope 
of returning, if ever he ſhould return, by 
the aſſiſtance of other legs than his own.— 
He had not yet reached the confines of Eu- 
land, when, being benighted on his way, 
he made that application to the hoſpitality 
* a gentleman, to whoſe houſe he had ac- 

cidentally 
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tidentally wandered, which hoſpitality ne- 
yer fails to grant. Here he was received, 
and kindly entertained.— The ſituation of 
the place appeared a paradiſe to him; and 
learning that the maſter of it had been ori- 
ginally an adventurer of his own claſs, who 
became enabled, by his induſtry and good 
fortune, to return to the place of his nati- 


vigour and expectation, gave freſh ſtrength 
to his limbs, and added many a mile to the 
journey of the day. The grand object which 


and animated his hope, was, the charming 
retirement and comfortable enjoyments 


could there be a more cheering reflection 
reach of poſh bility for him to be one day 


ſaid he, © no labour, no inconvenience or 
* danger ſhould I think too much, if, by 


[1 


vity with the affluence which had purchaſed 
all the comforts he then enjoyed,—the idea 
inſpired our northern pilgrim with new 


played on his fancy, ſolaced his wearineſs, 


which he had juſt left behind him. Nor 
to his boſom, than that it. was within the 


poſſeſſed of ſimilar bleſſings. ©* No pain,“ 


* bearing 
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bearing the one, or encountering the 
© other, I could, at any period of my life, 
© ſecure to myſelf ſuch a ſituation of com. 
fort and independence, as that which ] 
© have lo lately ſeen ſo well enjoyed; and in 
* which I would receive and encourage the 
© adventurous traveller, as I myſelf have 
© been received and encouraged.” Such 
was his ejaculation on entering London, 
with his little bundle hanging upon a flick 


' acroſs his ſhoulder, and one ſolitary hall. 


crown in his pocket. 


& A Scotchman, —and the proceeding 
is a wiſe one, - though he may ſometimes 
make a venture, ſeldom puts every thing 


to the riſque; and our traveller had not ſet 


out from home without procuring a letter 
of recommendation to a countryman 1n 


Loudon. This ſenſible precaution ſoon pro- 


cured him a ſituation in the ſervice of an 
eminent warehouſeman, where he did any 
thing, and every thing that was required of 
him. By attending careſully to the butt: 

nels 
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neſs of his maſter, he acquired a perfect 
knowledge of it; and by employing his 
leiſure hours in enquiring into the buſineſs 
ol the neighbouring tradeſmen, he obtained 
knowledge of theirs; and by never ſpend.· 
ing an idle farthing, he, of courſe, accumu- 
lated his wages. At length, ſuch was his 
induſtry, his integrity and his information, 
that, having riſen from one degree of con- 
fidence to another, he was recommended 
by his maſter as a fit perſon to be entruſted 
vith the care of a conſiderable cargo, which 
was to be ſent as a venture to one of the 
Britiſh Colonies in North America. He 
made the firſt voyage with ſo much ſucs 
ceſs, that he was requeſted to conduct a 
ſecond. He now not only conſidered the 
advantages of his-principals, but paid ſome 
little attention to his own; and employed 
the money he had ſaved, which amounted - 
to a conſiderable ſum, in providing in- 


veſtments for himſelf. The ſecond. voyage 


was equally advantageous with the firſt; 
and a. third was undertaken, which was 
more 


— 
———— — 
— 


— —— 
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more fortunate even than the former, 


But being at length poſſeſſed of a handfone 
capital of his own, he was determined, in 
future, to act entirely for himſelf; and hay: 


ing laden a veſſel with choice commodities 


of every kind, he arrived with his cargo a 
the deſtined port; where, from his frequent 
voyages, he was well known, and from bis 


upright conduct, univerſally efteemed, 


There he opened his warehouſes, and offer. 
ed ſuch a variety of uſeful articles for ſale 
as had never been ſeen in that country. He 


alſo entered upon a retail trade, which had 


never yet been practiſed there; a circum- 
ſtance which, as it was attended with the 
greateſt conveniences to the inhabitants, 
proved proportionably beneficial to him. In 
ſhort, he was the firſt trader who cut a yard 
of cloth for ſale in that part of the world. 


This ſpirited commercial novelty, was pro- 


ductive of ſuch univerſal benefit, as to at- 
tach the whole cuſtom of the colony to 
him; and he took care to preſerve it — 
| TY | | 0 
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0 that, in a few years, he left America not 
nly with a conſiderable fortune, but the 
veneral regard and confidence of the peo- 
Je among whom he lived, and returned 
o paſs the reſt of his days in his native 
ountry's | 


no At this period, the houſe and eſtate in 
ed: scotland, which has been deſcribed as ſti- 
er MWmulating his induſtry, and the idea whereof 
le, ad never ceaſed to animate his endea- 
le wours, happened, from the death of its hoſ- 
ad pitable owner, to be upon ſale. On the 
m. information of this very ſingular circum- 
he ſance, our ſucceſsful trader did not heſi- 
ate a moment for ſetting off for the North, 
u and ſoon became the maſter of a place, 
1 Bi here, ſome years before, his benighted 
eps had conducted him to aſk a charitable 
rception. Here then we might ſuppoſe 
lim to have attained the ſummit of human 
0 WF izppineſs, being in poſſeſſion of that ſitua- 
ton, to which his wiſhes had ſo long aſpir- 
9 red, 
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red, and enjoying the opulence, which 
would enable him to poſſeſs it in comſon 
and independence. But, however the no- 
velty of eaſe and refreſhment might amuſe 
him for a time, a life of comparative idle. 
neſs did not accord with the habits of his n. 
mind.—Since his firſt accidental viſit to 
the place of his habitation, his ideas and 
notions had undergone a very conſiderable 
change; he had lived in a more genial 
and temperate climate ;—the retirement of Net 
a village in Scotland, however beautiful, 
grew weariſome to him; — his children aſk- 
ed for eſtabliſhments in life, and his friends 
in America, being in great want of a con- 
fidential agent in London, to conduct their 
commercial concerns in that city,—he ſold 
his northern paradiſe, returned eagerly to 
the metropolis, is become a very eminent 
American merchant, and. lives in luxury 
and ſplendour. His country-houſe was 
purchaſed of a nobleman, who had lately 
built it, and whoſe title it ſtill retains;— 
he has his park and his hot - houſes, — he 


ſees, 
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ſes, in ſpring, the fruitage of ſummer on 
is walls, and is rolled in a coach and fix 
from his accompting-houſe to his villa. 
While his fon figures as a fine gentleman 
about town, and his daughters rival, in 
manners and accompliſhments, the beſt 
ducation of the great world. 


« The ſtout young man who ſtands be- 
ind him, is one of his clerks, and is actually 
on the point of running away with one of 
the young ladies. This, connexion will, 
in a ſhort time, elevate him to a ſhare in 
the trade of his father-in-law, the whole of 
which he will, by degrees, contrive to ſe- 
cure to himſelf; and, without the leaſt 
compunction, will leave the old man, whoſe 
xpenſive mode of life has prevented the 
profits of his commerce from accumula- 


Ning, to retire to a corner of his fine ſeat in 
as We country; there to manage with a rigid 
nd neceſſary economy, the leavings of 


is profuſion, 


9 7 &. "Fae 


and, in a moment, Don Cleofas found 
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© The old gentleman to whom the mer. 
chant is now directing his diſcourſe, is 
Scotch Baronet, of a very ancient family, 
and a moſt ſingular character. An hiſtory 
of his adventures, or rather of his life, wil 
not be unentertaining to you; but as the 
relation would at preſent occupy that time 
which may be much better employed, [ 
ſhall reſerve it for a more leiſure hour. We 
will therefore change our fituation:”— 


himſelf ſeated with his companion, on the 
top of an hcuſe, which commanded an en- 
tire view of that eminent ſcene of action, — 
the Stock-Exchange. 


% Gractous Heaven!“ exclaimed the 
Spaniard, © what a confuſion of voices 
iſſues from the room beneath us!—and 
what a croud of people is paſſing in and 
out of it.” © Notwithſtanding that buly 
multitude replied. the Demon, © appeats 
to be acting the ſcene of Babel over again, 
every man has his brains involved in 

| figures 
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gures and calculation; every atom of hu- 
an thought in that room is impregnated 
with the eſſence of arithmetic.—lIt is a 


ih, 

or piace in which the greateſt part of the 
wil Muctuating ſtock of the public funds is 
the bought and fold. —It was built at the ex- 


pence of a very ingenious body of men, 
alled ſtock- brokers, for the purpoſe of 
arrying on their buſineſs without being 
able to any interruption, but ſuch as pro- 
eds from one another, — and is the ſcene 

of a more deep and artful ſpecies of gam- 
bling, than has ever been practiſed at any 
time or period, in any. part of the world. 
| ſhall not enter into an hiſtory of this 
bulineſs, as you may find frequent and 
much better opportunities hereafter, of in- - 
forming yourſelf concerning this important 
xcreſcence of Britiſh wealth and credit.— 
belides, to tell you the truth, there is a par- 
ticular ſpirit who preſides over this extraor- 
linary commerce, and he might be offend- 
d, ſhould he even ſee me in my preſent 
Polition, I ſhall, therefore, content myſelf 
with 


perly termed, legitimate gambling. 


coat, and with a wig of the ſame colour a 
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with pointing out to you a few of thoſe 
characters who offer themſelves to our im. 
mediate view, and are very induſtrious 
agents in this active and curious ſcene o 
public, deſperate, and, as it may be pro- 


6“ The little man below us, in a broyn 


his coat, who is placing his ſpectacles upon 
the very long noſe that nature has given 
him, to examine a paper he holds in his 
hand, has been a broker and ſtock-jobber 


for upwards of. thirty years.—At length p 
finding himſelf poſſeſſed of about fit" c: 
thouſand pounds, he is determined to qui fi 
the buſineſs, and to retire into the count at 
to paſs the reſt of his days in peace and al 
tranquility. But ſo violent, and ſo con er 
tinual have been the agitations of hill v 
mind, with the alternate hope of beine m 
rich, and the fear of being poor, that the w 
have brought on a nervous diſorder, whicf e- 
will never quit him; and his hand no al 


ſnakt 
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ſhakes in ſuch a manner, that he is ſcarce 
able to lift a glaſs of Madeira, the liquor he 
loves beſt, to his lips. 


The tall, thin, ſmart looking man, who 
paſſes ſo haſtily by him, has his agitations 
alſo;—his hand, indeed, is ſteady enough, 
but his fortune totters.—He is a merchant 
of very fair character, who, not being con- 
tented to riſe to opulence by the ſlow, 
but certain courſe of regular commerce, 
has been induced to ſpeculate in the funds. 
In the commencement of the buſineſs, he 
proved extremely fortunate, but his ſuc- 
ceeding ventures have been ſo very un- 
ſucceſsful, as to diſſipate his former gains, 
and to involve him in difficulties of a very 
alarming nature. He is now preparing to 
engage in a ſcheme of ſpeculation, by 
which he hopes to retrieve, at leaſt, if not 
meliorate, his former ſituation: but Fortune 
vill fruſtrate his deſigns, —diſappoint his 
expectations, — and ſink him into irrecover- 
able ruin.— All his former comforts will 

Wei. 1 melt 
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melt away,—his property be "TE by 
angry creditors; and his only hope will te 
at laſt, upon ſucceding to an employ. 
ment in the gift of the Corporation of 
London, which will be juſt ſufficient, 
ſhould he obtain it, to give him and his 
family the common neceſſaries of life. 


| 

( 

« Thoſe two men who are whiſpering | 
together,“ continued Aſmodeus, © are en- 5 
gaged in a buſineſs that requires the utmoſt l 
ſecrecy, and is one of the many ſpecies of 
knavery which are practiſed in the place be- e 
neath us.— They have entered into a ſecret I 
partnerſhip, the one to buy and the other b 
to ſell very large quantities of ſtock, ata t 
fixed price, on a certain future day; and f. 
they cannot fail of making a very large ſum K 
of money, without any riſque whatever, Wh © 
but the loſs of reputation to one of them. « 
For the ſucceſsful man, of courſe, ſtands E 
his ground, and receives all the advantage ¶ pc 
of his bargains; while the other will ſtop ul 


payment, or rather he will pay nothing. is 
They 
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They will then have a private meeting, 
and ſhare the profits. | 


«© The man with his cane under his arm, 
who is writing upon a large pocket-book, 
in the ſtreet, 1s a diſgraced broker, who 
has made his fortune bya little arrangement 
ofa ſimilar nature. He had been commiſ- 
ſioned by a trio of merchants, one of whom 
was a member of Parliament, to buy a very 
large quantity of ſtock, at a given price 
and time; when, however, the day of reck- 
oning came, his employers, who were like- 
ly to loſe thirty or forty thouſand pounds 
by the buſineſs, perſuaded him to conceal 
their names, take the whole loſs upon him- 
ſelf, and pay nobody; for which underta- 
king, they made him a preſent of five thou- 
land pounds. The affair, indeed, diſcharg- 
ed him from appearing again on the Stock 
Exchange ;—but by the intervention of a 
pettifogger of the trade, he carries on his 
uſual concerns, and, as you may ſuppoſe, 
is employed, protected and enriched, by 

12 thoſe 
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thoſe excellent perſons, whoſe reputation i 
in his power.“ 


There is nothing, as you very vel 
know, my good friend, ſaid Don Cleo- 
fas, of which I am ſo ignorant as, what! 
called, trade: nevertheleſs, from the com. 
mon notions that one entertains of it, I d 
not, at all, comprehend a man's having the 
liberty of paying his debts or not, as he 
pleaſes, without being liable to the legal 
revenge of his creditors.” 


« The ſpecies of commerce which weare 
now conſidering,” anſwered the Demon, 
ce as I have before obſerved, is nothing 
more or leſs, than a game of chance ; and 
all gaming being againſt law, no man can 
be obliged by law, to fulfil his engage 
ments in it. The loſſes proceeding from 
cards and dice, are not recoverable by | 
gal proceſs; and if a loſer at their reſpectiy 
games, chooſes to be conſidered as devoidot 
honour, and to abide by the diſagreeable 
circumſtances, to ſay no worſe, of being 

| regard- 
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regarded with coolneſs by his acquaintance, 
he may keep the money he has loſt in his 
pocket. It is the ſame with ſtock-jobbing ; 
the whole of that buſineſs proceeds on a 
principle of honour ; and if any one ſhould 
prefer the diſgrace of the Stock Exchange, 
to the ruin of his fortune, the alternative 
is at his own mercy.- 

* But now permit me,“ continued Af- 
modeus, to recommend to your attention 
-a little figure of a man, who is buſthng 
through the crowd in a travelling dreſs, and 
books as if he were in a fever from the fa- 
tigue of riding poſt. He is juſt arrived ex- 


preſs from Holland, with an account of a 


very alarming diſturbance there, which, as 
it may operate in lowering the price of 
Stocks, for a few days, he has been diſ- 


patched to give notice of it to particular 


perſons, that they may take advantage of 
the probable effect ſuch a piece of intelli- 
gence, when publickly known, may have on 
the market. But it frequently happens 


LY that 


2 - Sy + - — — A a 8 * 9 
2 . : a 8 et | — 8 D 1 <<. D r e 5 2 
* . 2 - . o 5 ” Ds a 7 _ — — — 
* 4 5 . * 2 by "EY ” - "YL ST * 1 WW 6%. — 2 N wo PTY —_ — 
w 1 2 3 n = br — == — . — P — wow, > — = * . 2 WF - - _ 
ca Dutt ” © * 5 2 oF > TS 05 8 —.—— wu DoS I SE BE Fog © ak $54 *; * 1 — 
22 3 ** n e 0 . : . — > — * Laer 
. 8 ö r * 8 
5 * n q * 8 2 


8 


So 
— IE > 2 
n 

nl 


Hf ee e 
. 


4 V 
: 4 
1 [i 
7 
* 
5 
1 


1 
p * 2 
9 


198 DEVIL UPON TWO ST1CKs 


that falſe expreſſes are ſent, and particular 
news fabricated, by every ſpecies of arti- 
fice, both at home and abroad, for the vari. 
ous purpoſes of raiſing or ſinking the price 
of the funds, according as particular per- 
ſons are intereſted in having them lowered 
or advanced. Succeſs, in this kind of gam- 
bling, depends upon a knowledge of cir- 
cumſtances, which it is very difficult for 
private individuals to attain; for this buſi. 
neſs of conjecture is of a very uncertain 
nature; and, as in other games of chance, 
hangs upon what is called good or ill for- 
tune, Miniſters, however, who muſt, of 
courſe, poſſeſs all the ſecrets of government, 
have been frequently accuſed of employing 
their knowledge to a very great advantage 
in this ſpecies of commerce. There is a 
man now living, whom I will, in a few 
days, diſcover to you, in the ſecret receſſes 
of his cabinet, who availed himſelf of a 
very ſhort lived ſtate of power, to pay his 
debts, make conſiderable purchaſes, and 


* a few of his friends, by applying his 
leeres 
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ſecret knowledge of particular political ſi- 
tuations, to the certain gain of the funds. — 
But while he went upon grounds that could 
ſcarce fail, numbers of general ſpeculators 
were undone; and if a certain body of men, 
who belong to that great edifice juſt beſide 
us, called the Bank of England, had not 
made a very Irregular uſe of their power, ſo 
deep a game was played on the occaſion, 
28 to have involved in ruin ſome of the 
moſt conſiderable merchants and bankers 
in the city of London, 


«© And now,” ſaid the Demon, © we 
will remove to the ſecond act of the ſame 
farce;” and he had no ſooner ſpoke, than 
Don Cleofas found himſelf on the leads of 
an houſe that over-looked a principal part 
of Change Alley. In that coffee houſe 
Immediately beneath us,” ſaid Aſmodeus, 
* many perſons whom you ſaw ſo lately and 
| lo deeply engaged in the buſy ſcene of 

ſtock-jobbing, retire to talk over their bar- 
gains, conſult with their principals, and 
I 4 | form 
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form new ſchemes and calculations for the 
Morrow. 


“That gentleman in the corner, who 
is taking his coffee with ſo much apparent 
complacency, is in a condition to {walloy 
Poiſon; and he is now heſitating on the al. 
ternative, Whether the next liquor that 
touches his lips, ſhall be to ſuſtain or de- 
ſtroy life. He was a moſt reſpectable 
country gentleman, of large fortune and 
the beſt character; as a provincial magll- 
trate he was unrivalled, and repreſented 
his county in Parliament. Having placed 
a younger ſon in a banking-houſe, in the 
city, he was perſuaded, in order to ſtrengthen 
its credit, to become a partner; and it was 
already riſing into eminence, when, to ſhield 
his ſon from the conſequences of ſome im- 
prudencies, that might have had a very 
bad effect on the united credit of their 
| houſe, he entered into engagements that 
encreaſed his embarraſſments; and he then 
applied to the deſperate game of ſtock job. 

| bing 
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bing to retrieve his affairs, before the ſe- 


cret of his former tranſactions ſhould be 


revealed. To-morrow is the day of ſet- 
tlement, and he foreſees that nothing can 
fave him from ruin and diſgrace, A faith- 
ful friend has already prepared a veſlel to 
take him to the Continent ; where he will 
paſs the reſt of his days, on a ſmall annu- 
ity allowed him by ſome of his intimate 


connections, and in the vain endeavour to 


forget his former proſperity. 


« The tall man who fits in the next box 
to him, and has juſt put ſome ſugar into 
his ink-ſtand inſtead of his chocolate, and, 
from whoſe apparent embarraſſment, one 
would imagine to be ſuffering the ſe- 
vereſt frowns of fortune, is, at this mo- 
ment one of her greateſt favourites. He 
has been ſo lucky as to gain a very large 
ſum of money : and, in the agitations of 
his mind, from reflecting on the riſque he 
has run, and the danger he has eſcaped, he 
wears all the appearance of a perſon who 
I 5 has 
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has actually loft it. He is, however, one 
of thoſe prudent men, who have had their 
moments of imprudence, but ſees the folly 
of ſtaking his property and happineſs on 
ſuch an hazard; and will uſe his augmented 
fortune with that good ſenſe and modera- 
tion, which are the beſt proofs that he de- 
ſerves it.” 


 * But in the apartment above the coffee. 
room,” ſaid Don Cleofas, I behold a 
ſcene of a very different nature. The per- 
ſon whom I ſee haranguing from a kind of 
pulpit, is, I ſuppoſe, a very eloquent 
preacher, whom the wiſdom of govern- 
ment has appointed to exert his talents, to 
check the propenſities of his hearers to this 
alluring vice of gambling, in the vicinity 
of that ſpot where they are ſo. continually 
indulged.” —© Ah, my good friend,” re- 
plied the Demon, and ſmiling a little at 
the fame time, that man is an innocent 
| miniſter, to the very folly againſt which 
you ſuppoſe his declamation to be directed, 

| | He 
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He is an Auctioneer of the firſt character, 
and is almoſt univerſally employed to ſell, 
in this public manner, the eſtates, &c. 
which luxury, folly, caprice, and death, 
transfer from one poſſeſſor to another. The 
quantity of landed property and other arti- 
cles of value, which paſs through his hands 
in the courſe of a year, is beyond your 
conception; and his profits, as you may 
ſuppoſe, bear an adequate proportion. 


He was originally a petty houſehold 
broker, ſaleſman, and undertaker; he fur- 
niſhed the living with little ſecond-hand 
articles, and the dead with that laſt of all 
conveniencies, called a coffin; while his 
wife made the ſhrouds that were to be 
their laſt apparel. But by perſevering in- 
duſtry, an acute turn of mind, and oblig- 
ing manners, he 1s riſen, by degrees, to be 
the firſt of his profeſſion, and exerciſes it 
in a manner that does equal honour to 
himſelf, and juſtice to his employers, He 
has now amaſſed a very large fortune, and 
enjoys it in a becoming manner. He has 

I 6 been 
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been elected one of the magiſtrates of this 
city, the duties of which he fulfils with ſpirit 
and diligence; and he looks forward, with 


a natural expectation, to ſucceed, in his 


turn, to the government of it. But dif. 
eaſe threatens to cloud his future proſpects 
and decrepitude, I fear, will accompany 
the cloſe of his proſperous life: for ſuch 
is the life of a man conſidered, in this cli- 
mate of profit and loſs, if he does but ac- 
quire wealth, though he ſhould loſe his 
health, ſpirits, and, I may almoſt add, his 
honour in the acquiſition of it. 

In the courſe of the preſent ſale, he has 
diſpoſed of ſeveral expenſive articles. The 
firſt was the beautiful villa of a nobleman, 
| who had become tired of it, becauſe he had 
made it ſo compleat, as to leave no room 
for the paſtime of improvement. The {e- 
- cond, was an old family feat and park, with 
a large adjacent eſtate, to pay the gamb- 

ling debts of its owner, who has not yet ad- 
vanced to his thirtieth year. The third is 


the 
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the reverſionary right of a large ſum in the 

funds, after the death of three perſons, who 

have each a life-intereſt in it; a circumſtance 

of ſo affecting a nature to the final inheritor, 

that he cannot ſuffer his ſenſibility to be on 

the rack with ſuch an unfriendly expecta- 

tion. He, poor amiable man! loves them 

all too well to wiſh their death; and, there- 

fore, for an inconſiderable immediate ſum, 

has transfered the right of wiſhing it, to a 
little Jew, who will nut fail to exerciſe it 
with the moſt ſincere and daily devotion.— 
The lot which is now waiting the deciſive 
ſtroke of the hammer, is a ſuperb ſuit of 
jewels, . belonging to a naval officer; who, 
having made a conſiderable fortune amid the 
thunders of war, has contrived to diſſipate 
the greateſt part of it amid the pleaſures of 
peace: and he is now actually obliged to 
have recourſe to the brilliant paraphernalia 
of his wife, in order to ſupport the diſplay 
ofa fine carriage, and the eſtabliſhment of 
an elegant houſe during another winter. 


The 
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66. The perſon who has purchaſed the 
jewels is a very opulent citizen. He yay 
originally a poor weſt country-boy, that 
came to London 1n a very menial capacity, 
and won his way, by diligence and acute. 
nels, to be a clerk in a merchant's ac. 
compting-houſe, in this city. At this 
period, a relation of his, and of as loy 
origin as himſelf, proved to be heir of all 
the riches which an extortionate miſer had 
left behind him. This rnan, not knowing 
how to manage the immenſe fortune to 
which he had ſucceeded, employed his 
young relation in that buſineſs, and, as it 
is ſuppoſed, rewarded him in a moſt boun- 
tiful manner indeed for the care and atten- 
tion he exerciſed in his affairs; for he 
grew ſuddenly into great wealth, has long 
been a citizen of conſequence, holds him- 
| ſelf forth as a popular character, and can 
very well afford to give a couple of thou- 
ſand pounds for a caſket of diamonds, to 
adorn the perſon of his moſt amiable wife. 


ce Put 
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he he although, obſerved Aſmodeus, 
a have no need of ſubſtantial food, your 


a mortal Lordſhip requires a little ſolid ſuſ- 


tenance; and I will inftantly conduct you 
to the moſt ſuperb tavern in Europe, where 
your palate ſhall be regaled in as high a de- 


gratified by a devil.” Don Cleofas moſt 
readily aſſented to the propoſition; and, 
having quitted their advanced fituation, 
they proceeded, like any other gentlemen, 
to the London Tavern; the extent and ele- 


rious preparations and conveniencies for 
the good things of the table, did not fail 
to call forth the utmoſt aſtoniſhment of the 
noble Spaniard. © The very rent of the 
houſe,” ſaid the Demon, * would afford a 
ſplendid eſtabliſhment to a Spaniſh gene- 
ral, and all his family; while the money 


army in the ſervice of your ſovereign. At 
this very moment there are ſeveral different 
companies aſſembled in its various apart- 


ments, 
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gree by a cook, as your curioſity has been 


gance of whoſe apartments, with the va- 


conſumed in it, would maintain the whole 
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ments, to gratify their palates, from tw 
to five guineas a-head. 


« How immenſe,” exclaimed the Count 

„ muſt be the riches of this nation!“ — 
«© Their wealth,” anſwered the Demon, *iz 

ſuperior to your moſt elevated ideas of it; 

and if any thing can undo them, it will he 

that very wealth which is ſuch a natural ob. 

ject of your wonder. For ſuch is thei 
bravery, naval genius, commercial ſpirit 

and public credit, that they alone might 

almoſt reſiſt the united world. The enemy 

from without, need not be an object of their 
apprehenſion.— The combined fleets of the 

moſt powerful nations of Europe, would 

not affect the mind of a diſcerning Britiſh 
politician with ſo much real alarm, as this 
very edifice which now receives us; or, in 
other words, that ſpirit of luxury, which 
could juſtify its erection, and ſupport it in 
proſperity. —Luxury, by weakening the 
principles and enervating the character of 
| this 
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this magnanimous people, may, perhaps, 


in time, deſtroy the vigour of the firſt. 


nation in the world.” 


tt, | 

I Dinner being ſerved, they placed them- 
L ſelves at the table :—the Demon having 
; taken upon him an human appetite, with 
be an human form, they did juſtice to the ex- 

. quiſite repaſt which was ſet before them: 
and having invigorated their ſpirits with a 
„ee glaſſes of generous wine, and aided 
digeſtion with a diſh of coffee, the Count 
ſuggeſted to his companion that the hour of 
leiſure now offered itſelf, which he engaged 

| to amuſe, by relating the curious hiſtory of 


on the Royal Exchange. The Demon did 
not heſitate to fulfil his promiſe, and in- 
ſtantly began his narrative, as follows: 


the Scotch Baronet, whom they had ſeen 
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The Hiftiry of a SeoTcn BARoNET, 


© Sir ———— was born in Scoland, 
about the year 1716, and received the bel 
education of his country. By the death 
of his father he came, at about the age of 
- twenty-four, into the poſſeſſion of an eſtate, 
which afforded him the full power of in- 
dulging a diſpoſition which was amorous 
to an extreme. The ſame diſpoſition, at 
the age of twenty-ſeven, led him to 1aly, 
where he paſſed ſeveral years in the moſt 
luxurious indulgence of his predominant 
. paſſion. Having ſuffered his pleaſures to 
take the lead of every other conſideration, 
he had foreſtalled the courſe of his remit- 
tances ſo ſuch a degree, that it was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for him to ſeek a tempo- 


_ * rary retirement, till the ordinary current of 


his ſupplies ſhould be reſtored. 


« For 
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« For this purpoſe he took a formal 
leave of his friends of every denomination, 
and ſought the retirement of a farm-houſe, 
at the foot of the Appenine mountains, at 
no great diſtance from the city of Naples; 
where, by leading a life of ſolitude and 
reflection, his mind, which was naturally 
ardent and enthuſiaſt, became diſpoſed to 
receive any impreſſion that external circum- 
ſtances might offer to it. 


Fn ww AP cf> 


« In this ſituation, having read the few 
yolumes he had taken to his retreat with 
him, again and again, — he Ry , 
aſked his ruſtic hoſt if he had any book, 
of any kind whatever, in his- poſſeſſion ? 
The countryman replied, that he had 
no other books but ſuch as aſſiſted him 
* at the ſervices of the church, except 
da ſmall number of volumes that he had 
found piled up in the corner of an 
* unoccupied room, when he came to 
the farm; and which, as they were 
* Written in a language he did not under- 

© ſkand, 


vermin pf. that quarter. He however con. 
© tinued+ to examine every part of this long 


* * 


expreſſible, when, on opening the covers, 
he found it to be an Fngliſh Bible, not one 


in a condition to afford his gueſt ay 
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© ſtand, he had left as he found them; 0 
* that, he apprehended, they would not be 


© amuſement or information.” 


The Baronet, who thought that he 
might find an Homer, a Virgil, or a Liu 
among them, was impatient to enter on 
the reſearch ; and in an uninhabited cham 
ber, at a deſerted corner of the houk, 
which had once been a ſtately tower, he 
found the covers of ſeveral volumes, whoſt 
interior- parts had been deſtroyed by the 


forſaken ſpot; till, under an heap of rub- 
biſh, he difcovered a book that appeared 
to be entire; and his ſurprize became in- 


page of which was defiled by the damps 
of the place, or had been touched by the 
vermin, who had deſtroyed the reſt of this 
little library. 


ce Sir 
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5 7 


ec Sir s education, which 
had been rather of a religious caſt, had 
rooted in his mind a veneration for the ſa- 
cred volume, which the continual diſſipa- 
tions of his paſt life had not been able to 
eradicate ; ſo that the circumſtance of re- 
covering a copy of it, in his own language, 
in ſuch a place, and in ſuch an extraordi- 
nary manner, produced a firm perſuaſion 
in his mind, that the ſacred character of 
the volume was the indubitable cauſe of 
its miraculous preſervation. This idea, at 
firſt played upon his fancy, and, at length, 
inflamed it; ſo that by continually rumi- 
nating on the ftrange event of an Engliſh 
Bible being found in the corner of an old 
manſion, inhabited by a farmer at the foot 
of the Appenine mountains, his imagina- 
tion was quickly elevated to higher con- 
jectures ; which ended in a firm belief that, 
tor ſome gracious purpoſe of Providence to 
himſelf, the intervention of a præterna- 
tural agency had been permitted, and 
that 
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that an actual miracle had given this bible 
into his poſſeſſion. 


«© Under theſe impreſſions, as might 
naturally expected, he began not only tg 
read, but to ſtudy the inſpired pages with 
the moſt ardent attention; when, after 
many reiterated peruſals, he fixed the flu 
dard of his enthuſiaſm on the revelations of 
St. John; from whoſe prophetic viſions 
his heated imagination acquired that ardour 
of devotion, which has governed every ſuc- 
ceeding period of his life. 


& here ſhall we find faith upon th. 


Larth *—was an enquiry which he was de- 
termined to purſue at the riſque of every 
comfort of life, and, if neceſſary, of life 
itſelf ;—and, with this exclamation for his 
motto, he ſallied forth from his retirement, 
with all the devotion, zeal and undaunted 
ſpirit of enterprize, which diſtinguiſhed 
the ancient champions of the croſs. = 


1 | «- Though 


W. 


0 
0 


8 
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« Though a good claſſical ſcholar, he - 
was unacquainted with thoſe tongues which 
were eſſentially neceſſary to his abode in 
Paleſtine, a country which he was deter- 
mined to viſit, with all the humility of a 
pilgrim, and the reſolution of a martyr.— 
With the knowledge he already poſſeſſed, 
and the enthuſiaſm that now enflamed his 
mind, a ſhort reſidence in one of the 
ilands of the Archipelago, was ſufficient 
to give him fluency-in the modern Greek, 
Bur this was not all :—He thought it eſ- 
ſential to his future purpoſe, to acquire an 
equal proficiency in the Oriental tongues; 
and, for this end, he paid a viſit to the 
land of Malta, where he found every 
opportunity of making the progreſs he 
deſired. Here he intended to take up his 
abode, till his ardent zeal had acquired 
the only qualifications that now remained 
to fit him for his eaſtern expedition: But 
here his pilgrimage concluded: For, in 
this little pot, ſacred to the remaining 
church 
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church militant heroiſm of Chriſtian knight. 
hood, he found, as he thought, that ai 
which was the grand object of his enthuj 
. aſtic reſearch; and, having found it, he 
made a ſolemn vow to live in its preſence, 
and continue the worſhip of it, till he 
ſhould have attained that degree of relig. 
ous ſtrength, and that ſtate of human per. 
fection, which would enable him to retir 
from its influence, without any poſſible 
danger from the contamination of the 
world. 5 


In order, therefore, that he might be 
untroubled with all worldly concerns, and 
purſue the ardent career of his devotions 
without any interruption, he gave order 
to his agents in Sco//and, to prepare a ge- 
neral conveyence of all his eſtates to hi 
younger brother, with a reſervation to him- 
ſelf of a certain income, during his life, 
for his own perſonal maintenance, and the 
calls of charity.—He ordered this buſineſ 
to be completed with all poſſible diſpatch; 


and } 
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and that his ſteward ſhould, himſelf, bring 
the deeds to Malia, that there might be no 
delay in the completion of his enthuſtaſtic 
deſign, and no want of form in the execu- 
tion of this extraordinay grant. 
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« Being thus unſhackled from the con- 
cerns of the world, he yielded himſelf a 
willing ſlave to the ſervitude of devotion : 
not only obſerving every, the moſt minute; 
rite of the religion he had embraced, but 

| performing every act of charity, humilia- 
tion and penitence, that his pious zeal 
luggeſted to be neceſſary to that perfection 
and holy triumph which he humbly hoped 
that he ſhould one day attain, 4 
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Hi! raiment was mean, . his food of 
the coarſeſt kind, of which he took. no 
more than was juſt ſufficient to ſuſtain life. 
His purſe was open to the relief of every 
kind of diſtreſs; and as an initation to the 
higher duties of Chriſtian W he began 
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with the "TO" and during the courſe gf 
ſeven years, he daily attended the public 
hoſpitals, and aſſiſted the ſervants in per. 
forming the moſt menial offices for the 
maimed, the infirm and the ſick. 


That a man of his rank and fortune, 
who had become ſuch a zealous convert to 
the Roman religion, ſhould be held in the 
higheſteſtimation by the bigotry of the Mal. 
teſe champions, is a natural conſequence. 
The Grand Maſter paid Sir every 
mark of reſpect in his power, and offered 
all the honourable diſtinftiovs which he 
pPoſſeſſed the privilege of beſtowing. But 
the Catholic Baronet- humbly retreated 
from all favour or precedence, and con- 
tinued to win his way, by flow degrees, 
and in all poſſible humility, to that ſpi- 
ritual elevation to which his ſoul fo ar- 


dently aſpired. 


With the religion of Malta, he ac- 
guired all the fanaticiſm of its inhabitants: 


One 
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One time he thought himſelf poſſeſſed by 
the Devil; at another, he fancied himſelf 
bleſſed with ſeraphic viſions; and, during 
dis ſolitary muſings in the well-known ca- 
verns of the iſland, which he uſed to make 
the frequent ſcene of his pious meditations, 
he has often been charmed with the fan- 
cied voice of a tender mother, who, while 
he was yet a boy, had been conſigned to 
her laſt repoſe in the ſepulchre of her 
fathers. | 13 


This kind of life he continued to lead 
for near thirty years; when, after a ſeries of 
continual and painful ſtruggles, believing 
himſelf to have attained that ſtate of per- 
tection to which he aſpired, he quitted the 
land of Malia; and, after paſſing ſome 
time in Sparn and France, he at length re- 
tired to a town on the nethermoſt part of 
the Continent; where, careleſs of exterior 
appearance, and inattentive to the con- 
cerns of the world, he hoped to paſs his 
whole time in offices of devotion, and the 

K 2 pleaſures 


220 DEVIL UPON TVO STICKS 


n of ſublime on pa- 
tiently waiting to exchange his ſublunary 
ſtate for that perfect and eternal happineſs 
which he belicves to be already. preparel 
for him. 


«© But though Sir had found 
faith, he could not yet find Peace upon 
the earth. A woman, who was the Caughter 
of a kind of upper-ſervant to his father, hal 
been ſo far the object of his youthful paſ. 

ſion, as to have had a child by her young 
maſter, for which, as well as herſelf, he pro- 
vided. at the time, in a manner ſufficient 
to give a befitting ſubſiſtence to them 
both, without concerning himſelf any far- 
ther about either. The child grew up to 
manhood, was entered into the ſea- ſervice, 
and had even paid a viſit to his father at 
Mal. a; where, indeed, he received no other 

encouragement but the expences of his 
voyage, and a requeſt to depart imme- 


diately from the iſland. 


. Wheny,| 
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ce When, however, the Baronet ap- 
proached ſo near to his own country as the 
oppoſite coaſt, the woman herſelf began 
to have her projects: ambition fired her 
mind, and ſhe paid her former lover a 
very unwelcome viſit at his retreat in a 
town in the Auſtrian Netberlands; when 
ſhe ſet to work on the pious weakneſs of his 
mind, and urged it as a neceſſary act to 
his perfection, and her happineſs, that he 
ſhould now perform the only act of retri- 
bution that remained in his power, for his 
original ſeduction of her, —which was to 
make her his wife.—In ſhort, on her en- 
aging to quit him as ſoon as the cere- 
mony was over, he conſented to comply 
with her requeſt; and ſhe returned to 
Scotland not only an honeſt woman, but | 
a = into the bargain. 


It had been the FIND boaſt of this 
pious Knight, that he had ſtruggled with 
the Devil for upwards of twenty years, and 
had at length gained a compleat victory 

K 3 over 
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over the arch enemy of human nature, 
But he had now every reaſon to think, that 


his conquered antagoniſt, having got him 
again into the world, was beginning to 


rally in a new form, and that his mortal 


warfare was not yet completed: For this 


marriage, according to the laws of Sc. 


land, not only legalized the mother, but 
legitimated the ſon; who, on that account, 
began to talk aloud of making ſome claim 
upon the property which his father had 
conveyed away to the then natural ſuc- 
deſſor to it. But the actual, and indeed 
legal. poſſeſſor of theſe eſtates, though 
they. had been doubled in their value fince 
they were transferred to his poſſeſſion, Was 


ſo mortified and enraged at finding him- 


ſelf ſo ſuddenly, as well as unaccountably 
deprived of his ſucceſſion to rhe, family. 
honours, — that he refuſed, with: extreme 
_ indignation, to allow his, very 8 
nephew any, the moſt trifling means of 
ſupport. Indeed, Sir —— —— began 
to entertain fame apprehenſions, that he 

ſhould: 


mould Thy forced to apply compulſory. 
means to ſecure the payment of the an- 
nuity that he had reſerved to himſelf, 


In ſhort, he had ſtill knowledge enough of 


the world left to.diſcover, that if he wiſhed 


to have another hour of tranquillity, he 
muſt make an extraordinary effort to ſecure 
it; and he is accordingly come over to 
Ergland, after an abſence of forty years, to 
try if he cannot bring his brother to act 


with juſtice to all parties. In this buſineſs 
it is the intereſt of the latter to acquieſce; 
and, having long been in the habit of pur- 
ſuing his intereſt, he will not, on this occa- 
ſion, act in oppoſition to it. This agreeable 


information was communicated tothe old 


Baronet this very morning by the Scotch 
merchant with whom we ſaw him conver- 
ang on the Royal Exchange.. In a few days, 
therefore, Sir — wlll return to the 
continent, with increaſed conſolation; and 
will there cloſe his eyes in the full aſ- 


ſurance of the glorious promiſes. of that 
religion to. whoſe ſervice he has devoted 


Þ large a portion of his life. 
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No ſooner had the Devil upon Two 
Sticks concluded this curious hiſtory, than 
their ears were ſaluted with the repeated 
huzzas and acclamations of the compar 
over them; which occaſioning ſome degree 
of terror, as well as ſurpriſe, in the mind of 
the Count, he demanded, with a look and 


tone of much impatience, the cauſe of what 


he had. heard. © Be not alarmed,” fe- 
plied. his companion, © the ſhouts, how. 
ever they may affect you, are thoſe of. joy 
and. feſtivity, and proceed from a grau 
body of the magiſtrates and common-coun- 


cil of London, who are now giving a very 


ſumptuous entertainment to a great naval 
officer, as public mark of their gratitude 
for the ſervices he performed for his coun- 
try during the late war; and as they drink 
the healths of certain popular characters, 
they. accompany their libations with the 
complimentary acclamations that have 
ſaluted our ears,. and which are ſufficiently 
loud to occaſion the Admiral, however ac- 

cuſtomed 


Cl 
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cuſtomed he 1 may have been to the roar of 
cannon, a moſt violent head-ach. 


« This is the ſame valiant commander 
whom J yeſterday ſhewed you in the Park, 
and who, within theſe three years, could 
not have obtained credit for a guinea of 
any one member of the corporation which 
is now ſo highly honoured with his pre- 
ſence. Tou might imagine, perhaps, 
continued Afmodeus, „ that a ſword en- 
riched with diamonds, or a maſſive ſervice 
of plate, would, either of them, have been 
amore becoming compliment to a virtuous: 
commander, than a ſplendid banquet, of 
which he has not the appetite to partake. 
But the conſiderate body of men who 
have voted this honour, being all engaged 
in trade, did not chuſe to meddle with war- 
like weapons; and, as to the plate, they: 
wiſely reflected, that they ſhould never be 
Invited to partake of the good things: that. 
might be ſerved upon it:—They, there- 
fore, determined to give the Admiral a. 

luxurious 


| 
' Y 
| 
| 
14 
| 


miniſters a ſolid comfort to > their gorman: 


this country may be reckoned a too great 
love of the table; or, in the common 
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luxurious dinner; which, though it only 
affords an empty meal to his vanity, ad. 


IE ſtomachs. . 


«To ſay the truth, among the vices of 


phraſe, of eating and drinking; and the 
Demon who preſides over this department, 
boaſts of its ſuperior power, It not only ü 
pervades the ſcenes of pleaſure, but the mot f 
ſerious buſineſs of ſociety. Public chari- Wh © 
ties are ſuſtained by feaſts, —private tranſ- 1 


adtions loſe their difficulty of arrangement - 


amid the pleaſures of the table: The ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice muſt be accompanied WI" 
with a regale; and the poor of almoſt t 
every pariſh in the kingdom would be Wl © 


ſtarved, if a good dinner did not crown 


the labours of thoſe who are appointed to 
ſuperintend ſuch an important ſervice.— þ 


In the room adjoining,—the kitchen and i © 
cellar of this . tavern have, by cheir united Ml © 
* 8 | OMG 
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powers, juſt ſettled a com plicated diſpute 
in the courſe of an afternoon, which nine 


years expenſive ſtruggle in the courts of 


law and equity had not been able to con- 


clude. Bacchus and Ceres have ſo much 


influence in-this country, that Venus her- 
ſelf is ometimes made ſubſervient to 
them.“ 


« But, by the account you have given of 
the buſineſs,” obſerved Don Cleofas, this 
fame eating and drinking ſeems to be pro- 
ductive of much real good.” The re- 
mark is rather ſhrewd,” anſwered Aſmo- 


deus; © but my obſervations were not of a 


tendency to prove that eating and drink- 
gg did not ſometimes produce good; but 
that good ſhould not be made to N 
upon eating and drinking. 


— 


“However, I muſt now,” continued 
Aſmodeus, “ requeſt your permiſſion to 
conduct you to your hotel. A very par- 
ticular commiſſion, of which J will relate 

5 the 


2 


. 
— — Us 1 W — - — a 
* ** * 4 2 me; 2 * = 8 
- . q 3 Kr n al; - 
3 — ee - © ——— 4 => SD — 


n 
* 


* 1 
' = 
— — rr 
r * * 1 8 * 2 2 — — 
— — by : — _ » Sex VB F Les 9 1 = , 
4 r ex . . , __ 2 ” p W. 
- . ̃ u  — — — — 


228 PpDEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 


the reſult to-morrow morning, compel 
me to abſent myſelf from you till thy 
time: We can take another opportunity w 
peep into the nocturnal ſcenes of this part d 
the city.” The bill was immediately or- 
dered, and paid; the amount of which, the 
Count could-not help obſerving, was equal 
to the ſupport of a very genteel family at 
Madrid for a week ;—and the Demon, with 
his uſual celerity, bore away Don Cleofas 
to his apartment at the other end of the 
town. 


END OF. VOL. Is 


